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H

D O N ' T  A S K  G O D ,  

T H A N K  A N D  P R A I S E  H I M

H e b  1 1 : 1  N o w  f a i t h  i s  t h e
s u b s t a n t i a t i o n  o f  t h i n g s
h o p e d  f o r ,  t h e  c o n v i c t i o n  o f
t h i n g s  n o t  s e e n .  E p h  1 : 3
B l e s s e d  b e  t h e  G o d  a n d
F a t h e r  o f  o u r  L o r d  J e s u s
C h r i s t ,  w h o  h a s  b l e s s e d  u s
w i t h  e v e r y  s p i r i t u a l
b l e s s i n g  i n  t h e  h e a v e n l i e s
i n  C h r i s t ,

say ing ,  "Lo rd ,  be  my  v i c to r y ,  be

my  l i f e ,  and  be  my

sanc t i f i ca t i on . "  Rathe r ,  we

shou ld  say  to  Him ,  "God ,  You

a re  my  v i c to r y .  I  thank  and

pra i se  You  because  You  a re  my

l i f e  and  You  a re  my

sanc t i f i ca t i on .  I  thank  and

pra i se  You ! "  Bro the r s  and

s i s t e r s ,  we  encounte r

tempta t i ons  a l l  the  t ime .  Many

d i f f i cu l t i e s  con f ron t  us ,  and

ha r sh  words  f a l l  on  our  ea r s .

Shou ld  we  pray  f o r  God  to  g i ve

us  the  s t r eng th  to  ove rcome ?

No ,  we  shou ld  say ,  "Lo rd ,  I

thank  and  pra i se  You  because

You  a re  my  v i c to r y !  Lo rd ,  You

a re  ove rcoming  f o r  me .  I  thank

and  pra i se  You  tha t  You  a re

w i ths tand ing  eve r y th ing  f o r  me .

Thank  You  tha t  You  a re  my

Head  and  I  am  Your  member .

You  a re  the  v ine  and  I  am  a

b ranch .  You  a re  supp l y ing  me

eve r y th ing . "  He  i s  a l r eady

supp l y ing  us  eve r y th ing

acco rd ing  to  Hi s  Word !

Be l i e v ing  i s  subs tan t i a t ing

the  [ sp i r i tua l ]  f ac t s .  Once  we

see  someth ing ,  we

subs tan t i a te  i t .  Once  we

be l i e ve ,  we  subs tan t i a te  the

fac t s ,  and  we  have  i t . . .  I f  you

do  not  have  f a i th ,  you  wi l l

no t  subs tan t i a te  the  f ac t s .

The  co lo r  o f  a  pa in t ing  can

be  subs tan t i a ted  on l y  by  the

eyes ,  the  sound  o f  an  o rgan

can  be  subs tan t i a ted  on l y  by

the  ea r s ,  and  the  t ex tu re  o f

an  ob jec t  can  be

subs tan t i a ted  on l y  by  the

hands .  I n  the  same  way ,

God ' s  Word  and  Hi s  promi se s

can  be  subs tan t i a ted  on l y  by

fa i th .  We  do  not  have  to

hes i t an t l y  pray  to  God ,  

3



H
not  f a i th  a t  a l l .  A l l  f a i th  i s

neces sa r i l y  l ong - l i v ed .  I n  the

B ib le  we  see  tha t  ove rcoming  i s  a

mat te r  o f  be l i e v ing  God ' s  Word .

God  say s  tha t  Hi s  Son  i s  our  l i f e ,

our  Head ,  our  v i c to r y ,  our

sanc t i f i ca t i on ,  and  our  power .  We

know  tha t  He  has  borne  our

bu rden  and  i s  r e spons ib l e  f o r  a l l

o f  our  a f f a i r s .  We  know  tha t  He

supp l i e s  us  wi th  endurance  and

meeknes s ,  and  we  know  tha t  He  i s

supp l y ing  us  wi th in  wi th

eve r y th ing  tha t  we  need .  Thank

and  pra i se  the  Lo rd !  We  know ,  and

we  be l i e ve .  But  such  f a i th  has  to

pas s  th rough  the  t e s t .

Now  l e t  us  cons ide r  the

re l a t i onsh ip  between  the  t e s t ing

o f  our  f a i th  and  ove rcoming .

God  want s  to  t e s t  our  f a i th  i n

o rde r  to  make  su re  tha t  our

f a i th  i s  i ndeed  f a i th .  A l l  genu ine

fa i th  i s  l ong - l i v ed .  A l l  sho r t -

l i v ed  f a i th  i s  not  f a i th  a t  a l l .

Genu ine  f a i th  i s  a lways  l ong -

l i v ed .  I t  wi l l  be l i e ve  a f te r  th ree

days ,  a  month ,  a  yea r ,  t en  yea r s ,

o r  even  f i f t y  yea r s .  Genu ine  f a i th

can  wi ths tand  one  obs tac l e ,  f i v e

obs tac l e s ,  o r  t en  obs tac l e s .

Genu ine  f a i th  wi l l  be l i e ve  a f te r

i t  i s  t e s ted  once ,  f i v e  t imes ,  o r

seven  t imes .  Any  f a i th  tha t  i s

sho r t -  l i v ed  and  tha t  f a l l s  and

evapo ra te s  wi th  a  s l i gh t  shake  i s  

G E N U I N E  F A I T H

I S  U N S H A K A B L E
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H e b  4 : 2  F o r  i n d e e d  w e  h a v e  h a d
t h e  g o o d  n e w s  a n n o u n c e d  t o  u s ,
e v e n  a s  t h e y  [ t h e  I s r e a l i t e s ]  a l s o ;
b u t  t h e  w o r d  h e a r d  d i d  n o t  p r o f i t
t h e m ,  n o t  b e i n g  m i x e d  t o g e t h e r
w i t h  f a i t h  i n  t h o s e  w h o  h e a r d .  ( 3 )
F o r  w e  w h o  h a v e  b e l i e v e d  e n t e r
i n t o  t h e  r e s t . . .
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B I B L I C A L

C R O S S W O R D

P U Z Z L E

ACROSS
6 Tower site

7 Wife of Isaac

8 Where Noah's ark landed

10 He killed Abel

13 City destroyed by fire

14 Biblical unit of length

15 He dreamed of a stairway to heaven

16 Abraham's firstborn son

18 Adam's and Eve's garments (2 words)

19 Son of Adam and Eve

DOWN
1 Eden tempter

2 First murder victim

3 In the beginning God created the

   ___ and the ___.

4 First patriarch

5 Lot's wife became a pillar of ____

9 God's sign in the sky

11 Noah's ____

12 Oldest man in Bible

17 Father of Seth

G E N E S I S

(ANSWERS REVEALED
NEXT VOLUME) 



Of  Cons tan t ine ' s  ea r l y  yea r s ,

we  know  on l y  tha t  he  was

bo rn  i n  I l l y r i a ,  a  r eg ion  i n  the

Ba lkans .  Hi s  f a the r ,

Cons tan t iu s  Ch lo rus ,  was

a l r eady  a  Roman  o f f i c i a l  on

the  r i s e .  He lena ,  the

daughte r  o f  an  i nnkeepe r

and  Cons tan t iu s ' s  wi fe ,  gave

b i r th  to  Cons tan t ine  a round

A .D .  280  i n  Na i s sus ,  j u s t

sou th  o f  the  Danube .  By  the

t ime  Cons tan t ine  was  3 1 ,  he

was  i n  l i ne  to  become

empero r  o f  the  wes te rn

empi re—and  more .

I n  the  sp r ing  o f  3 1 1 ,  wi th

40 ,000  so ld i e r s  beh ind  h im ,

Cons tan t ine  r ode  toward

Rome  to  con f ron t  an  enemy

whose  number s  were  f ou r

t imes  h i s  own .  Maxent iu s ,

vy ing  f o r  sup remacy  i n  the

Wes t ,  wa i ted  i n  Rome  wi th

h i s  I t a l i an  t r oops  and  the

e l i t e  Prae to r i an  Guard ,

con f iden t  no  one  cou ld

succes s fu l l y  i n vade  the  c i t y .

But  Cons tan t ine ' s  a rmy  was

a l r eady  ove rwhe lming  h i s

foe s  i n  I t a l y  as  he  marched

toward  the  cap i t a l .

Maxent iu s  tu rned  to  pagan

o rac le s ,  f i nd ing  a  prophecy

tha t  the  "enemy  o f  the

Romans "  wou ld  per i sh .  But

Cons tan t ine  was  s t i l l  mi le s

away .  So ,  bo l s te red  by  the

p rophecy ,  Maxent iu s  l e f t  the

c i t y  to  meet  h i s  f oe .

CONSTANTINE:

FIRST CHRISTIAN

EMPEROR
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Once  sup reme  i n  the  West ,

Cons tan t ine  met  L i c in iu s ,

the  ru l e r  o f  the  Ba lkan

prov inces ,  and  i s sued  the

famous  Ed ic t  o f  Mi lan  tha t

gave  Chr i s t i ans  f r eedom  o f

wor sh ip  and  d i rec ted  the

gove rno r s  to  r e s to re  a l l  the

p rope r t y  se i zed  dur ing  the

seve re  Dioc le t i an

pe r secu t i on .

 

Euseb iu s  i n  h i s  Church

H i s to r y  r eco rded  the

Chr i s t i an  j ub i l a t i on :  "The

who le  human  r ace  was

f reed  f r om  the  oppres s i on

o f  the  t y r an t s .  We

espec ia l l y ,  who  had  f i xed

ou r  hopes  upon  the  Chr i s t

o f  God ,  had  g ladnes s

unspeakab le . "

 

Cons tan t ine ' s  f a i th  was  s t i l l

imprec i se ,  but  f ew

ques t i oned  i t s  authent i c i t y .

I n  3 14  Cons tan t ine  sen t  a

message  to  the  as sembled

b i shops  a t  the  Counc i l  o f

A r l e s .  He  wrote  about  how

God  does  not  a l l ow  peop le

" to  wander  i n  the  shadows "

but  r e vea l s  to  them

sa l va t i on :  " I  have

expe r i enced  th i s  i n  othe r s

and  i n  myse l f ,  f o r  I  wa lked

not  i n  the  way  o f

r i gh teousnes s .  …  But  the

A lmighty  God ,  who  s i t s  i n

the  cou r t  o f  heaven ,

gran ted  what  I  d id  not

dese r ve . "

Meanwh i l e ,  Cons tan t ine

saw  a  v i s i on  i n  the

a f te rnoon  sky :  a  br igh t

c ro s s  wi th  the  words  By

th i s  s i gn  conque r .  As  the

s to r y  goes ,  Chr i s t  h imse l f

to ld  Cons tan t ine  i n  a

d ream  to  t ake  the  c ro s s

in to  bat t l e  as  h i s  s t anda rd .

 

Though  account s  va r y ,

Cons tan t ine  appa ren t l y

be l i e ved  the  omen  to  be  a

word  f r om  God .  When  he

awoke  ea r l y  the  nex t

morn ing ,  the  young

commander  obeyed  the

message  and  o rde red  h i s

so ld i e r s  to  mark  the i r

sh i e ld s  wi th  the  now

famous  Ch i -Rho .

 

Maxent iu s ' s  t r oops  f l ed  i n

d i sa r r a y  toward  the  su rg ing

T ibe r .  The  wou ld -be

empero r  a t tempted  to

e scape  ove r  the  wooden

br idge  e rec ted  to  span  the

s t r eam ,  but  h i s  own  a rmy -

tu rned -mob ,  pres s ing

th rough  the  na r row

pas sage ,  f o r ced  h im  i n to

the  r i v e r ,  where  he

drowned  by  the  we ight  o f

h i s  a rmor .

 

Cons tan t ine  ente red  Rome

the  und i spu ted  ru l e r  o f  the

Wes t ,  the  f i r s t  Roman

empero r  wi th  a  c ro s s  i n  h i s

d i adem .
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Lord, You love me so immensely;

I would love You more intensely.

Every day and every moment,

O Lord, capture me.

Let my goal and my life’s theme be,

Lord, to love You most supremely;

With all my heart, Lord Jesus,

Keep me faithful unto Thee. 

 

Draw me, Lord, each day.

Take my veils away.

With a pure heart will I see You;

Lord I just love You.

Nothing else I seek;

No one else for me.

I would fully and absolutely

Give my whole being unto Thee.
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  A  H Y M N  A  D A Y  K E E P S

Y O U  H U M M I N G  A L L  T H E

W A Y
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Lord, You love me so immensely 
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M t  2 8 : 1  N o w  l a t e  o n  t h e
S a b b a t h ,  a s  i t  b e g a n  t o  d a w n
t o w a r d  t h e  f i r s t  d a y  o f  t h e
w e e k ,  M a r y  t h e  M a g d a l e n e
a n d  t h e  o t h e r  M a r y  c a m e  t o
l o o k  a t  t h e  g r a v e .

M t  2 8 : 2  A n d  b e h o l d ,  t h e r e
w a s  a  g r e a t  e a r t h q u a k e ,  f o r
a n  a n g e l  o f  t h e  L o r d
d e s c e n d e d  o u t  o f  h e a v e n  a n d
c a m e  a n d  r o l l e d  a w a y  t h e
s t o n e  a n d  s a t  u p o n  i t .

M t  2 8 : 3  A n d  h i s  a p p e a r a n c e
w a s  l i k e  l i g h t n i n g ,  a n d  h i s
g a r m e n t  a s  w h i t e  a s  s n o w .

M t  2 8 : 4  A n d  f o r  f e a r  o f  h i m
t h e  g u a r d s  s h o o k  a n d
b e c a m e  l i k e  d e a d  m e n .

M t  2 8 : 5  A n d  t h e  a n g e l
a n s w e r e d  a n d  s a i d  t o  t h e
w o m e n ,  D o  n o t  b e  a f r a i d ,  f o r
I  k n o w  t h a t  y o u  a r e  s e e k i n g
J e s u s ,  t h e  c r u c i f i e d .

M t  2 8 : 6  H e  i s  n o t  h e r e ,  f o r  H e
h a s  b e e n  r a i s e d ,  e v e n  a s  H e
s a i d .  C o m e ,  s e e  t h e  p l a c e
w h e r e  H e  w a s  l y i n g .

M t  2 8 : 7  A n d  g o  q u i c k l y  a n d
t e l l  H i s  d i s c i p l e s  t h a t  H e  h a s
b e e n  r a i s e d  f r o m  t h e  d e a d ,
a n d  b e h o l d ,  H e  g o e s  b e f o r e
y o u  i n t o  G a l i l e e .  T h e r e  y o u
w i l l  s e e  H i m .  B e h o l d ,  I  h a v e
t o l d  y o u .

M t  2 8 : 8  A n d  t h e y  w e n t  a w a y
q u i c k l y  f r o m  t h e  t o m b  w i t h
f e a r  a n d  g r e a t  j o y  a n d  r a n  t o
r e p o r t  t h i s  t o  H i s  d i s c i p l e s .

M t  2 8 : 9  A n d  b e h o l d ,  J e s u s
m e t  t h e m ,  s a y i n g ,  R e j o i c e !
A n d  t h e y  c a m e  t o  H i m  a n d
t o o k  h o l d  o f  H i s  f e e t  a n d
w o r s h i p p e d  H i m .

M t  2 8 : 1 0  T h e n  J e s u s  s a i d  t o
t h e m ,  D o  n o t  b e  a f r a i d .  G o
a n d  r e p o r t  t o  M y  b r o t h e r s
t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  g o  i n t o
G a l i l e e ,  a n d  t h e r e  t h e y  w i l l
s e e  M e .

M t  2 8 : 1 1  A n d  a s  t h e y  w e r e
g o i n g ,  b e h o l d ,  s o m e  f r o m
t h e  g u a r d  c a m e  i n t o  t h e  c i t y
a n d  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  c h i e f
p r i e s t s  a l l  t h a t  h a d
h a p p e n e d .

M A T T H E W 2 8  

W E E K L Y  B I B L E  C H A P T E R  R E A D S
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M t  2 8 : 1 2  A n d  a f t e r  t h e  c h i e f
p r i e s t s  h a d  g a t h e r e d  w i t h
t h e  e l d e r s  a n d  h a d  t a k e n
c o u n s e l ,  t h e y  g a v e  a  l a r g e
s u m  o f  m o n e y  t o  t h e
s o l d i e r s ,

M t  2 8 : 1 3  S a y i n g ,  S a y  t h i s ,  H i s
d i s c i p l e s  c a m e  b y  n i g h t  a n d
s t o l e  H i m  a w a y  w h i l e  w e
s l e p t .

M t  2 8 : 1 4  A n d  i f  t h i s  c o m e s  t o
t h e  g o v e r n o r ’ s  e a r s ,  w e  w i l l
p e r s u a d e  h i m  a n d  m a k e  s u r e
t h a t  y o u  h a v e  n o t h i n g  t o
w o r r y  a b o u t .

M t  2 8 : 1 5  A n d  t h e y  t o o k  t h e
m o n e y  a n d  d i d  a s  t h e y  w e r e
i n s t r u c t e d .  A n d  t h i s  a c c o u n t
h a s  b e e n  w i d e l y  s p r e a d
a m o n g  t h e  J e w s  u n t i l  t h i s
v e r y  d a y .

M t  2 8 : 1 6  A n d  t h e  e l e v e n
d i s c i p l e s  w e n t  t o  G a l i l e e ,  t o
t h e  m o u n t a i n  w h e r e  J e s u s
d i r e c t e d  t h e m .

M t  2 8 : 1 7  A n d  w h e n  t h e y  s a w
H i m ,  t h e y  w o r s h i p p e d  H i m ,
t h o u g h  s o m e  d o u b t e d .

M t  2 8 : 1 8  A n d  J e s u s  c a m e  a n d
s p o k e  t o  t h e m ,  s a y i n g ,  A l l
a u t h o r i t y  h a s  b e e n  g i v e n  t o
M e  i n  h e a v e n  a n d  o n  e a r t h .

M t  2 8 : 1 9  G o  t h e r e f o r e  a n d
d i s c i p l e  a l l  t h e  n a t i o n s ,
b a p t i z i n g  t h e m  i n t o  t h e  n a m e
o f  t h e  F a t h e r  a n d  o f  t h e  S o n
a n d  o f  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t ,

M t  2 8 : 2 0  T e a c h i n g  t h e m  t o
o b s e r v e  a l l  t h a t  I  h a v e
c o m m a n d e d  y o u .  A n d  b e h o l d ,  I
a m  w i t h  y o u  a l l  t h e  d a y s  u n t i l
t h e  c o n s u m m a t i o n  o f  t h e  a g e .
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