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.4 "GOD'S GRACE AND ]
v?&i MERCY ARE BIGGER =3
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"FACE TODAY AND THE -#&*
WORST DECISION WE
MIGHT MAKE TODAY."
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NG BOTH MERCY
AND GRACE

A

>

- g
- N .-o"
e : 5 ba

Heb 11:1 Now faith is the
substantiation of things
hoped for, the conviction of
things not seen. Eph 1:3
Blessed be the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who has blessed us
with every spiritual
blessing in the heavenlies
in Christ,

Believing is substantiating
the [spiritual] facts. Once we
see something, we
substantiate it. Once we
believe, we substantiate the
facts, and we have it... If you
do not have faith, you will
not substantiate the facts.
The color of a painting can
be substantiated only by the
eyes, the sound of an organ
can be substantiated only by
the ears, and the texture of
an object can be
substantiated only by the
hands. In the same way,
God's Word and His promises
can be substantiated only by
faith. We do not have to
hesitantly pray to God,

saying, "Lord, be my victory, be
my life, and be my
sanctification." Rather, we
should say to Him, "God, You
are my victory. | thank and
praise You because You are my
life and You are my
sanctification. | thank and
praise You!" Brothers and
sisters, we encounter
temptations all the time. Many
difficulties confront us, and
harsh words fall on our ears.
Should we pray for God to give
us the strength to overcome?
No, we should say, "Lord, |
thank and praise You because
You are my victory! Lord, You
are overcoming for me. | thank
and praise You that You are
withstanding everything for me.
Thank You that You are my
Head and | am Your member.
You are the vine and | am a
branch. You are supplying me
everything." He is already
supplying us everything
according to His Word!



Acts 9:1 But Saul, still breathing
threatening and murder against
the disciples of the Lord, went to
the high priest

Acts 9:2 And asked for letters from
him to Damascus for the
synagogues, so that if he found
any who were of the Way, both
men and women, he might bring
them bound to Jerusalem.

John 14:6 Jesus said to him, I am
the way...

Acts 9:2 says that Saul's
intention was to find those "who
were of the way" and "bring
them bound to Jerusalem." Here
the way denotes the Lord's full
salvation in God's New
Testament economy. It is the
way God dispenses Himself into
the believers through Christ's
redemption and the Spirit's
anointing; it is the way the
believers partake of God and
enjoy God; it is the way the
believers worship God in their
spirit by enjoying Him, and
follow the persecuted Jesus by

being one with Him; and it is the
way they are brought into the
church and built up into the Body
of Christ to bear the testimony of
Jesus. The way in 9:2 includes the
way of truth, the straight way, and
the way of righteousness spoken
of in 2 Peter 2. The way of truth is
the path of the Christian life
according to the truth, which is
the reality of the contents of the
New Testament. It is designated
by other titles according to its
various virtues, like the straight
way, the way of righteousness, the
way of peace (Luke 1:79), the way
of salvation (Acts 16:17), the way
of God (Matt. 22:16), the way of
the Lord (John 1:23), and the way
(Acts 19:9, 23). It was slandered as
the way of heresy (Acts 24:14).
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WHERE DID
EARLY
CHRISTIANS
WORSHIP?

The Roman prefect
interrogated Justin Martyr
and his associates: “What sort
of life do you lead? What are
your doctrines? You admit
that you are a Christian?”

To each question, the
Christian philosopher made a
direct reply.

Then the prefect, Rusticus,
demanded: “Where do you
meet?”’

“Wherever it is each one’s
preference or opportunity,”
said Justin. “In any case, do
you suppose we can all meet
in the same place?”

Rusticus pressed him, no
doubt for information that
might compromise others:
“Tell me, where do you meet?
In what place?”

Justin said, “I have been
living above the baths of
[text corrupt] for the entire
period of my sojourn at Rome

.and | have known no
other meeting place but
here. Anyone who desired
could come to my residence,
and | would give to him the
words of truth.”

At the close of this
interrogation, Rusticus
passed sentence on Justin
and his companions,

appellation: Martyr.

obtaining for Justin his 6
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The proceedings of Justin’s the first generations of the

trial, just prior to A.D. 168,
reveal some things about
the location of early
Christian worship and
teaching.

Atriums and Dining Rooms

In the Rome of Justin’s day,

Christian meetings were
still being conducted in
private residences, in much
the same way as over a
century earlier, during the
ministry of Paul. This is
remarkable in light of
Justin’s depiction of
Christian worship, which
included baptism, common
prayers, preaching, and
Communion. Though
baptism played a
prominent role in the
Christian community,
formal baptisteries were as
yet undeveloped. Justin’s
only comment is that the
candidates “are brought by
us where there is water.”

Justin's defense before
Rusticus also suggests that
although the Christians in
Rome were becoming fairly
numerous, they did not
abandon meeting in
homes, even if that meant
the Christian community
could no longer assemble
in one place. Thus, the
house-church pattern, first
articulated in the New
Testament, continued for
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church’s expansion in the
Roman world.

The Acts of the Apostles
portrays the first Christian
community in Jerusalem as
gathering in the temple
colonnades and “breaking
bread in their homes.” As
the Christian message
gained a wider hearing in
eastern Mediterranean
cities, early believers
commonly met in the
homes of the community’s
more prominent members:
Gaius, Titius Justus, and
Stephanas at Corinth,
Phoebe at Cenchcrea,
Priscilla (Prisca) and Aquila
at Ephesus, Nympha at
Laodicea.

Though houses came in
various styles and sizes, an
atrium in a Roman villa (or
a spacious dining room of a
Greek house) would [
accommodate the needs of

the small Christian
communities. The account
of Eutychus’ late-night
plunge from his window
seat suggests that, in Troas,
the Christians met in the
third-story dining room of a
Creek house.

Local circumstances
sometimes dictated other
arrangements. While in
Ephesus, Paul preached 7
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daily in the Roman prefect
the lecture hall of Tyrannus
for two years, and apocryphal
stories hint that a warehouse
for grain functioned in the
same way when Paul went to
Rome. Nonetheless, house
churches seem to be the
principal setting for Christian
worship, at least through the
time of Justin Martyr.
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If God Leads You to Walk a Way

If God leads you to walk
Z3\ A way that you know,
¢ It will not benefit you as much
as
If He would lead you to take the
= _ way
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Mk 1:13 And He was in the . e’diately He
wilderness forty days, being i ,and leaving their
tempted by Satan; and He Zebedee in the boat
was with the wild animals, h e'jnred servants, they

/ and the angels minis ered to ven after Him.
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AT Mk 1:21 And they went into
Mk 1:14 And af Capernaum, and immediately,
,"clfellivered up, on the Sabbath, He entered
: i into the synagogue and

taught.

Mk 1:22 And they were
astounded at His teaching, for
H.e taught them as One having
Uthorlty and not like the
scribes.

Mk 1:15 And sayi'ngl-
“is fulfilled and t
of God has drawn nea
Repent and believe in the

] esic Mk 1:23 And immediately,
.s--g__-_.;_T,____ le saw therg' was in their synagogue
' a man with an ‘unclean splrlt
and he cried out saylng,

: -1: 24 What have we to do:
2su o S |th"¥"7ou Jesus, Nazarene?
afterMe, and | come to destroy us?
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Mk 1:27 And they were all . healed many
amazed, so that they \ various
discussed among and He cast out
themselves, saying, What is ny'demons and did not
f ”t.his? A new teaching! Wit S the demons to speak,
" authority He o e " because they knew Him.
./ _unclean spiri '
‘obey Him. Mk 1:35 And rising very early
s in the morning, while it was
: mmedi y the still night, He went out and
report concerning I-r ent went away to a deserted
out everywhere into all tl‘?'!' place, and there He prayed.

surrounding regm - : _

"Galilee. J Mk 1:36 And Simon and those

with him hunted for Him,

Mk 1:29 And immediately - A

going out of the s , Mk 1:37 And':t'hey found Him
: the ho > of and said to Him, All are

- ' seeking You.
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— Mk 1/38 And He said to them,
mon's mother- - Let us go elsewhere into the
g-down with a. nearby towns that | may

' -\z:ch there also, because for

h|s p»urpose I came out.

/Mk 1:32 An --vu'iifn— ------- nin B ~-'---=_-g.1- And a leper ca to
fell and the sun hae -~ Him, entreating Him
gl ;—'--::u:m_"-'- on his kneesdand
. saying to Him, If You are
- ~willing, Ya ? cleanse me.
e — ’
g —— O | O C Cr—— 2 1:41 And He was moved

i tog ith co assion, and
e —— : ' etching out His hand, He
him and said to him, |

ing; be cleansed!
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Mk 1:42 And immediately the
leprosy left him, and he was
cleansed.

Mk 1:43 And sternly charglng
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