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H O W  C A N  Y O U  L O V E  Y O U R

E N E M Y ?

M a t t  5 : 4 4  B u t  I  s a y  t o  y o u ,
L o v e  y o u r  e n e m i e s ,  a n d
p r a y  f o r  t h o s e  w h o
p e r s e c u t e  y o u ,  

M a t t  5 : 4 5  S o  t h a t  y o u  m a y
b e c o m e  s o n s  o f  y o u r  F a t h e r
w h o  i s  i n  t h e  h e a v e n s ,

sho r t  o f  the  s t anda rd  o f

Mat thew  5 ,  which  say s  tha t  we

have  to  l o ve  our  enemies .  . . . I

had  wr i t t en  a  l e t t e r

acknowledg ing  my  r a sh  words ,

but  s ince  I  cou ld  not  l o ve  h im ,  I

dec ided  I  wou ld  not  send  the

le t te r .  I  dec ided  tha t  I  wou ld

wr i t e  anothe r  one  when  I  cou ld

love  h im .  I  d id  not  hate  h im ,

and  I  had  f o rg i ven  h im ,  but  I

cou ld  not  l o ve  h im .  Only  God

cou ld  l o ve  h im .  God  say s  tha t

l o v ing  i s  the  t ru th  and  not

lov ing  i s  s in .  I  wanted  to

ove rcome ,  and  I  wanted  to  f i gh t

w i th  f a i th .  I  sa id  to  the  Lo rd ,  " I f

You  do  not  cause  me  to  l o ve

h im ,  I  cannot  l o ve  h im . "  When  I

s a id  tha t  I  cou ld  not  l o ve  and

tha t  God  i s  the  on l y  One  who

can  l o ve ,  I  f ound  myse l f  l o v ing

h im .  On  the  one  hand ,  the  t ru th

te l l s  us  tha t  we  shou ld  l o ve .  On

the  othe r  hand ,  grace  supp l i e s

us  wi th  the  s t r eng th  to  l o ve .

Such  dea l ings  somet imes  t ake  a

few  seconds  and  somet imes

take  a  f ew  days .

The re  a re  many  s in s  which

we  do  not  r ea l i ze  a re  s in s .

But  once  we  know ,  we  shou ld

say ,  "God ,  I  have  s inned !  I

need  Chr i s t  to  l i v e  out  Hi s

l i f e ! "  I  can  t e s t i f y  tha t  once  a

man  mis t rea ted  me  and  I

s a id  a  f ew  r a sh  words  to  h im .

I  knew  tha t  i t  was  wrong  to

say  r a sh  words  to  othe r s ,  but

I  a rgued  tha t  he  was  more

wrong  than  I  and  tha t  he  had

not  apo log i zed  to  me .  I  was

wrong  on l y  a  l i t t l e .  Shou ld  I

have  apo log i zed  to  h im

ins tead ?  Yes ,  God  wanted  me

to  do  th i s .  The  per son  had

o f f ended  me ,  but  I  had

fo rg i ven  h im  and  was  no

longe r  ang ry  wi th  h im .  Ye t  I

s t i l l  had  to  apo log i ze .  I

thought  I  was  do ing  qu i te

good  a l r eady ,  but  I  was  s t i l l  3



R
tha t  our  t emper  and  s tubbornnes s

a re  gone .  Eve r y th ing  i s  gone .

The re  a re  two  wor lds  today ,  and

eve r y  day  we  have  to  make  a

cho ice  between  them .  . . . I f  we  l i v e

acco rd ing  to  the  senses  o f  our

phys i ca l  o rgans  i n  the  phys i ca l

wo r ld ,  we  wi l l  subs tan t i a te  the

phys i ca l  wor ld .  I f  we  l i v e  by  f a i th

in  the  sp i r i tua l  wor ld ,  we  wi l l

subs tan t i a te  the  sp i r i tua l  wor ld .

I n  othe r  words ,  when  we  exe rc i se

ou r  senses ,  we  l i v e  i n  Adam  [ the

fa l l en  man ]  ,  but  when  we

exe rc i se  our  f a i th ,  we  immed ia te l y

l i v e  i n  Chr i s t .  We  a re  a lways

be tween  these  two  th ings .  When

we  l i v e  by  our  senses ,  we  l i v e  i n

Adam ,  and  when  we  l i v e  by  f a i th ,

we  l i v e  i n  Chr i s t .  When  we  l i v e  i n

Ch r i s t ,  eve r y th ing  i n  Chr i s t  wi l l  be

our  expe r i ence .

The  B ib le  shows  us  tha t  the  l i f e

o f  a  Chr i s t i an  i s  a  l i f e  o f  f a i th .

The  r i gh teous  r ece i ve  l i f e  by

fa i th ;  th i s  i s  the  i n i t i a l

expe r i ence .  The  r i gh teous  a l so

l i ve  by  f a i th ;  th i s  i s  the  ongo ing

expe r i ence .  The re  a re  two

wor ld s  be fo re  us .  One  i s  the

phys i ca l  wor ld ,  and  the  othe r  i s

the  sp i r i tua l  wor ld .  When  we

exe rc i se  our  phys i ca l  o rgans ,  we

are  l i v i ng  i n  the  phys i ca l  wor ld .

But  when  we  exe rc i se  our  f a i th ,

we  a re  l i v i ng  i n  the  sp i r i tua l

wo r ld .  When  we  exe rc i se  our

eyes  to  l ook  a t  our se l ve s ,  we  a re

s t i l l  s inne r s ;  we  a re  s t i l l  unc lean ,

proud ,  and  no  bet te r  than  any

o the r  per son  i n  the  wor ld .  But

when  we  exe rc i se  f a i th  to  l ook

a t  our se l ve s  i n  Chr i s t ,  we  see  

I N  A D A M  O R  I N

C H R I S T ?
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R o m  1 : 1 7  F o r  t h e  r i g h t e o u s n e s s  o f
G o d  i s  r e v e a l e d  i n  i t  o u t  o f  f a i t h  t o
f a i t h ,  a s  i t  i s  w r i t t e n ,  " B u t  t h e
r i g h t e o u s  s h a l l  h a v e  l i f e  a n d  l i v e
b y  f a i t h . "  

1  C o r  1 5 : 2 2  F o r  j u s t  a s  i n  A d a m  a l l
d i e ,  s o  a l s o  i n  C h r i s t  a l l  w i l l  b e
m a d e  a l i v e .
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F U N  B I B L E

F A C T S

1 The bible was written over 15 centuries.
2. The bible has over 40 authors.
3. The Old Testament was originally written in
Hebrew and the New Testament was originally
written in Greek.
4. The bible has a total of 31,173 verses
5. The longest verse in the bible is Esther 8:9 



Of  Cons tan t ine ' s  ea r l y  yea r s ,

we  know  on l y  tha t  he  was

bo rn  i n  I l l y r i a ,  a  r eg ion  i n  the

Ba lkans .  Hi s  f a the r ,

Cons tan t iu s  Ch lo rus ,  was

a l r eady  a  Roman  o f f i c i a l  on

the  r i s e .  He lena ,  the

daughte r  o f  an  i nnkeepe r

and  Cons tan t iu s ' s  wi fe ,  gave

b i r th  to  Cons tan t ine  a round

A .D .  280  i n  Na i s sus ,  j u s t

sou th  o f  the  Danube .  By  the

t ime  Cons tan t ine  was  3 1 ,  he

was  i n  l i ne  to  become

empero r  o f  the  wes te rn

empi re—and  more .

I n  the  sp r ing  o f  3 1 1 ,  wi th

40 ,000  so ld i e r s  beh ind  h im ,

Cons tan t ine  r ode  toward

Rome  to  con f ron t  an  enemy

whose  number s  were  f ou r

t imes  h i s  own .  Maxent iu s ,

vy ing  f o r  sup remacy  i n  the

Wes t ,  wa i ted  i n  Rome  wi th

h i s  I t a l i an  t r oops  and  the

e l i t e  Prae to r i an  Guard ,

con f iden t  no  one  cou ld

succes s fu l l y  i n vade  the  c i t y .

But  Cons tan t ine ' s  a rmy  was

a l r eady  ove rwhe lming  h i s

foe s  i n  I t a l y  as  he  marched

toward  the  cap i t a l .

Maxent iu s  tu rned  to  pagan

o rac le s ,  f i nd ing  a  prophecy

tha t  the  "enemy  o f  the

Romans "  wou ld  per i sh .  But

Cons tan t ine  was  s t i l l  mi le s

away .  So ,  bo l s te red  by  the

p rophecy ,  Maxent iu s  l e f t  the

c i t y  to  meet  h i s  f oe .

CONSTANTINE:

FIRST CHRISTIAN

EMPEROR
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d i rec ted  the  gove rno r s  to

re s to re  a l l  the  prope r t y  se i zed

dur ing  the  seve re  Dioc le t i an

pe r secu t i on .

Euseb iu s  i n  h i s  Church  Hi s to r y

reco rded  the  Chr i s t i an

jub i l a t i on :  "The  who le  human

race  was  f r eed  f r om  the

oppres s i on  o f  the  t y r an t s .  We

espec ia l l y ,  who  had  f i xed  our

hopes  upon  the  Chr i s t  o f  God ,

had  g ladnes s  unspeakab le . "

Cons tan t ine ' s  f a i th  was  s t i l l

imprec i se ,  but  f ew  ques t i oned

i t s  authent i c i t y .  I n  3 14

Cons tan t ine  sen t  a  message  to

the  as sembled  b i shops  a t  the

Counc i l  o f  Ar l e s .  He  wrote

about  how  God  does  not  a l l ow

peop le  " to  wander  i n  the

shadows "  but  r e vea l s  to  them

sa l va t i on :  " I  have  expe r i enced

th i s  i n  othe r s  and  i n  myse l f ,

f o r  I  wa lked  not  i n  the  way  o f

r i gh teousnes s .  …  But  the

A lmighty  God ,  who  s i t s  i n  the

cou r t  o f  heaven ,  gran ted  what

I  d id  not  dese r ve . "

Meanwh i l e ,  Cons tan t ine  saw  a

v i s i on  i n  the  a f te rnoon  sky :  a

b r igh t  c ro s s  wi th  the  words

By  th i s  s i gn  conque r .  As  the

s to r y  goes ,  Chr i s t  h imse l f  to ld

Cons tan t ine  i n  a  dream  to

take  the  c ro s s  i n to  bat t l e  as

h i s  s t anda rd .

Though  account s  va r y ,

Cons tan t ine  appa ren t l y

be l i e ved  the  omen  to  be  a

word  f r om  God .  When  he

awoke  ea r l y  the  nex t  morn ing ,

the  young  commander  obeyed

the  message  and  o rde red  h i s

so ld i e r s  to  mark  the i r  sh ie ld s

w i th  the  now  f amous  Ch i -Rho .

Maxent iu s ' s  t r oops  f l ed  i n

d i sa r r a y  toward  the  su rg ing

T ibe r .  The  wou ld -be  empero r

a t tempted  to  escape  ove r  the

wooden  br idge  e rec ted  to

span  the  s t r eam ,  but  h i s  own

army - tu rned -mob ,  pres s ing

th rough  the  na r row  pas sage ,

f o r ced  h im  i n to  the  r i v e r ,

where  he  drowned  by  the

we igh t  o f  h i s  a rmor .

Cons tan t ine  ente red  Rome

the  und i spu ted  ru l e r  o f  the

Wes t ,  the  f i r s t  Roman

empero r  wi th  a  c ro s s  i n  h i s

d i adem .

Once  sup reme  i n  the  West ,

Cons tan t ine  met  L i c in iu s ,  the

ru le r  o f  the  Ba lkan  prov inces ,

and  i s sued  the  f amous  Ed ic t

o f  Mi lan  tha t  gave  Chr i s t i ans

f r eedom  o f  worsh ip  and  7



 
 

1
What made You, Lord, to die for me?

Why would You die for me, Your enemy?
You took my place to hang on a tree,

To be a curse, a curse for me.
 

CHORUS 1 
What made You die for me?

I was Your enemy.
Lord, You became a curse for me.

Oh, what a mystery!
My God, You died for me!

You died for me, Your enemy.
 

2
I never thought that You would be
So full of love and tender mercy.

How could You love a person like me?
You loved me, dear Jesus, Your enemy.

 
CHORUS 1

 
3

You loved me, Lord, so very long;
And with a love enduring and strong.

Although I mocked and cursed You so long,
You waited and prayed for me all along.

 
CHORUS 1

 

 

4
I was a man who was just sin,

Which issued in a life full of sins.
My heart toward You was in rebellion,

But, Lord, You touched me with Your compassion.
 

CHORUS 2
Your love has conquered me,

Even Your enemy.
In love, dear Lord, You came to me.

Nothing could change me
But love and mercy.

Your love, dear Lord, has conquered me.
 
5

One little turn and You were there,
Waiting for me with Your loving care.
How could I still remain Your enemy?
Your love, dear Jesus, disarmed me.

 
CHORUS 2

 

  A  H Y M N  A  D A Y  K E E P S

Y O U  H U M M I N G  A L L  T H E

W A Y
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What Made You Die For Me?

https://soundcloud.com/hitobias/howard-higashi-what-made-you



M k  1 : 1  T h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e
g o s p e l  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  t h e
S o n  o f  G o d ,

M k  1 : 2  E v e n  a s  i t  i s  w r i t t e n  i n
I s a i a h  t h e  p r o p h e t :  “ B e h o l d ,  I
s e n d  M y  m e s s e n g e r  b e f o r e
Y o u r  f a c e ,  w h o  w i l l  p r e p a r e
Y o u r  w a y ,

M k  1 : 3  A  v o i c e  o f  o n e  c r y i n g
i n  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s :  P r e p a r e
t h e  w a y  o f  t h e  L o r d ;  m a k e
s t r a i g h t  H i s  p a t h s . ”

M k  1 : 4  J o h n  c a m e  b a p t i z i n g
i n  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  a n d
p r e a c h i n g  a  b a p t i s m  o f
r e p e n t a n c e  f o r  f o r g i v e n e s s  o f
s i n s .

M k  1 : 5  A n d  a l l  t h e  r e g i o n  o f
J u d e a  w e n t  o u t  t o  h i m ,  a n d
a l l  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  J e r u s a l e m ;
a n d  t h e y  w e r e  b a p t i z e d  b y
h i m  i n  t h e  J o r d a n  R i v e r ,  a s
t h e y  c o n f e s s e d  t h e i r  s i n s .

M k  1 : 6  A n d  J o h n  w a s  c l o t h e d
i n  c a m e l ’ s  h a i r  a n d  h a d  a
l e a t h e r  g i r d l e  a r o u n d  h i s
l o i n s ,  a n d  h e  a t e  l o c u s t s  a n d
w i l d  h o n e y .

M k  1 : 7  A n d  h e  p r e a c h e d ,
s a y i n g ,  H e  w h o  i s  s t r o n g e r
t h a n  I  c o m e s  a f t e r  m e ,  t h e
t h o n g  o f  w h o s e  s a n d a l s  I  a m
n o t  w o r t h y  t o  s t o o p  d o w n
a n d  u n t i e .

M k  1 : 8  I  h a v e  b a p t i z e d  y o u  i n
w a t e r ,  b u t  H e  H i m s e l f  w i l l
b a p t i z e  y o u  i n  t h e  H o l y
S p i r i t .

M k  1 : 9  A n d  i n  t h o s e  d a y s
J e s u s  c a m e  f r o m  N a z a r e t h  o f
G a l i l e e  a n d  w a s  b a p t i z e d  i n
t h e  J o r d a n  b y  J o h n .

M k  1 : 1 0  A n d  i m m e d i a t e l y ,
c o m i n g  u p  o u t  o f  t h e  w a t e r ,
H e  s a w  t h e  h e a v e n s  b e i n g
p a r t e d  a n d  t h e  S p i r i t  a s  a
d o v e  d e s c e n d i n g  u p o n  H i m .

M k  1 : 1 1  A n d  a  v o i c e  c a m e  o u t
o f  t h e  h e a v e n s :  Y o u  a r e  M y
S o n ,  t h e  B e l o v e d ;  i n  Y o u  I
h a v e  f o u n d  M y  d e l i g h t .

M k  1 : 1 2  A n d  i m m e d i a t e l y  t h e
S p i r i t  t h r u s t  H i m  o u t  i n t o
t h e  w i l d e r n e s s .

M A R K  3

W E E K L Y  B I B L E  C H A P T E R  R E A D S
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M k  1 : 1 3  A n d  H e  w a s  i n  t h e
w i l d e r n e s s  f o r t y  d a y s ,  b e i n g
t e m p t e d  b y  S a t a n ;  a n d  H e
w a s  w i t h  t h e  w i l d  a n i m a l s ,
a n d  t h e  a n g e l s  m i n i s t e r e d  t o
H i m .

M k  1 : 1 4  A n d  a f t e r  J o h n  w a s
d e l i v e r e d  u p ,  J e s u s  c a m e
i n t o  G a l i l e e ,  p r o c l a i m i n g  t h e
g o s p e l  o f  G o d ,

M k  1 : 1 5  A n d  s a y i n g ,  T h e  t i m e
i s  f u l f i l l e d  a n d  t h e  k i n g d o m
o f  G o d  h a s  d r a w n  n e a r .
R e p e n t  a n d  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e
g o s p e l .

M k  1 : 1 6  A n d  p a s s i n g  b e s i d e
t h e  S e a  o f  G a l i l e e ,  H e  s a w
S i m o n  a n d  A n d r e w ,  S i m o n ’ s
b r o t h e r ,  c a s t i n g  a  n e t  i n  t h e
s e a ,  f o r  t h e y  w e r e  f i s h e r m e n .

M k  1 : 1 7  A n d  J e s u s  s a i d  t o
t h e m ,  C o m e  a f t e r  M e ,  a n d  I
w i l l  c a u s e  y o u  t o  b e c o m e
f i s h e r s  o f  m e n .

M k  1 : 1 8  A n d  i m m e d i a t e l y
l e a v i n g  t h e  n e t s ,  t h e y
f o l l o w e d  H i m .

M k  1 : 1 9  A n d  g o i n g  o n  a  l i t t l e ,
H e  s a w  J a m e s  t h e  s o n  o f
Z e b e d e e  a n d  J o h n  h i s
b r o t h e r ,  w h o  a l s o  w e r e  i n
t h e i r  b o a t ,  m e n d i n g  t h e
n e t s .

M k  1 : 2 0  A n d  i m m e d i a t e l y  H e
c a l l e d  t h e m ,  a n d  l e a v i n g  t h e i r
f a t h e r  Z e b e d e e  i n  t h e  b o a t
w i t h  t h e  h i r e d  s e r v a n t s ,  t h e y
w e n t  a f t e r  H i m .

M k  1 : 2 1  A n d  t h e y  w e n t  i n t o
C a p e r n a u m ,  a n d  i m m e d i a t e l y ,
o n  t h e  S a b b a t h ,  H e  e n t e r e d
i n t o  t h e  s y n a g o g u e  a n d
t a u g h t .

M k  1 : 2 2  A n d  t h e y  w e r e
a s t o u n d e d  a t  H i s  t e a c h i n g ,  f o r
H e  t a u g h t  t h e m  a s  O n e  h a v i n g
a u t h o r i t y  a n d  n o t  l i k e  t h e
s c r i b e s .

M k  1 : 2 3  A n d  i m m e d i a t e l y ,
t h e r e  w a s  i n  t h e i r  s y n a g o g u e
a  m a n  w i t h  a n  u n c l e a n  s p i r i t ,
a n d  h e  c r i e d  o u t ,  s a y i n g ,

M k  1 : 2 4  W h a t  h a v e  w e  t o  d o
w i t h  Y o u ,  J e s u s ,  N a z a r e n e ?
H a v e  Y o u  c o m e  t o  d e s t r o y  u s ?
I  k n o w  w h o  Y o u  a r e  —  t h e
H o l y  O n e  o f  G o d .

M k  1 : 2 5  A n d  J e s u s  r e b u k e d
h i m ,  s a y i n g ,  B e  q u i e t  a n d
c o m e  o u t  o f  h i m !

M k  1 : 2 6  A n d  t h e  u n c l e a n  s p i r i t ,
c o n v u l s i n g  h i m  a n d  s h o u t i n g
w i t h  a  l o u d  v o i c e ,  c a m e  o u t  o f
h i m .
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M k  1 : 2 7  A n d  t h e y  w e r e  a l l
a m a z e d ,  s o  t h a t  t h e y
d i s c u s s e d  a m o n g
t h e m s e l v e s ,  s a y i n g ,  W h a t  i s
t h i s ?  A  n e w  t e a c h i n g !  W i t h
a u t h o r i t y  H e  o r d e r s  e v e n  t h e
u n c l e a n  s p i r i t s ,  a n d  t h e y
o b e y  H i m .

M k  1 : 2 8  A n d  i m m e d i a t e l y  t h e
r e p o r t  c o n c e r n i n g  H i m  w e n t
o u t  e v e r y w h e r e  i n t o  a l l  t h e
s u r r o u n d i n g  r e g i o n  o f
G a l i l e e .

M k  1 : 2 9  A n d  i m m e d i a t e l y ,
g o i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  s y n a g o g u e ,
t h e y  c a m e  i n t o  t h e  h o u s e  o f
S i m o n  a n d  A n d r e w  w i t h
J a m e s  a n d  J o h n .

M k  1 : 3 0  A n d  S i m o n ’ s  m o t h e r -
i n - l a w  w a s  l y i n g  d o w n  w i t h  a
f e v e r ,  a n d  i m m e d i a t e l y  t h e y
t o l d  H i m  a b o u t  h e r .

M k  1 : 3 1  A n d  H e  c a m e  t o  h e r
a n d  r a i s e d  h e r  u p ,  h o l d i n g
h e r  h a n d ,  a n d  t h e  f e v e r  l e f t
h e r ,  a n d  s h e  s e r v e d  t h e m .
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