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S E R V I N G  A  L I V I N G  A N D

T R U E  G O D

1  T h e s  1 : 9  . . . h o w  y o u  t u r n e d
t o  G o d  f r o m  t h e  i d o l s  t o
s e r v e  a  l i v i n g  a n d  t r u e  G o d .

1  T i m  3 : 1 5  . . . I  w r i t e  t h a t  y o u
m a y  k n o w  h o w  o n e  o u g h t
t o  c o n d u c t  h i m s e l f  i n  t h e
h o u s e  o f  G o d ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e
c h u r c h  o f  t h e  l i v i n g  G o d ,
t h e  p i l l a r  a n d  b a s e  o f  t h e
t r u t h .

wi thout  be ing  co r rec ted  a t  a l l .

But  we  cannot  do  such  th ings

be fo re  a  l i v i ng  God .  Yea r s  ago  I

l ea rned  tha t  ce r ta in  peop le

cou ld  s tea l  and  then

immed ia te l y  go  i n to  a  ca thedra l

to  worsh ip .  Some  r epented  o f

the i r  the f t s  and  then

immed ia te l y  went  out  to  s tea l

once  aga in .  Sure l y  such  peop le

do  not  worsh ip  a  l i v i ng  God .  On

the  cont ra r y ,  the  god  they

wor sh ip  has  no  l i f e .  What  about

you r  God ?  I s  He  a  l i v i ng  God  to

you ?  The  prope r  Chr i s t i an  l i f e

shou ld  bea r  a  t e s t imony  tha t

God  i s  l i v i ng .  The  r ea son  we  do

not  do  o r  say  ce r ta in  th ings

shou ld  be  tha t  God  i s  l i v i ng  i n

us .  The  God  whom  we  worsh ip

and  se r ve  i s  l i v i ng  not  on l y  i n

the  heavens ,  but  a l so  i n  us .  We

have  tu rned  to  God  f r om  i do l s

to  se r ve  a  l i v i ng  and  t rue  God .

Our  presen t  l i v i ng  i s  a

te s t imony  tha t  the  God

whom  we  se r ve  i s  l i v i ng .  He

i s  l i v i ng  i n  us ,  and  He

cont ro l s  us ,  d i rec t s  us ,  and

dea l s  wi th  us .  He  wi l l  not  l e t

u s  go .  Rathe r ,  i n  many

mat te r s  He  co r rec t s  us  and

ad jus t s  us .  The  f ac t  tha t  God

cont ro l s  us  and  d i rec t s  us ,

even  i n  sma l l  th ings  such  as

ou r  thought s  and  mot i ve s ,  i s

a  proo f  tha t  He  i s  l i v i ng .

Fu r the rmore ,  i t  i s  by  our

da i l y  wa lk  tha t  we  can  prove

to  our  r e l a t i ve s ,  ne ighbor s ,

and  f r i ends  tha t  our  God  i s

l i v i ng .  An  i do l ,  howeve r ,  does

no t  d i rec t  o r  co r rec t  anyone .

I n  the  presence  o f  an  i do l

someone  can  gamble  o r  s tea l  3



C
sub jec t i ve l y .  We  shou ld  be  ab le  to

te s t i f y  tha t  the  God  we  a re

se r v ing  today  i s  l i v i ng  wi th in  us .

We  need  sub jec t i ve  t e s t imon ie s

conce rn ing  the  l i v i ng  God  i n  our

da i l y  l i f e .  Fo r  i n s tance ,  a  s i s t e r

may  t e s t i f y  o f  how  she  was

tempted  to  l ook  a t  he r  husband

in  a  ve r y  unp leasan t  way .  But

because  the  l i v i ng  God  i n  he r  d id

not  ag ree ,  she  d id  not  show  such

an  unp leasan t  exp re s s i on  toward

he r  husband .  Th i s  proves  tha t  he r

God  i s  l i v i ng  and  tha t  He  i s  l i v i ng

w i th in  he r .  An  i do l  does  not

in te r f e re  wi th  anyone  who  i s

about  to  l o se  h i s  t emper .  But  the

God  whom  we  se r ve  i s  l i v i ng ,  and

He  i nwa rd l y  ad jus t s  us  and

co r rec t s  us .

I n  the  Old  Tes tament  the

ch i ld ren  o f  I s r ae l  se r ved  a  God

who  was  i n  the  heavens .  But

now ,  a f te r  the  c ro s s  and  the

re su r rec t i on ,  the  God  whom  we

se r ve  i s  no  l onge r  mere l y  i n  the

heavens ,  f o r  He  i s  now  l i v i ng  i n

us .  When  Pau l  say s  tha t  we  se r ve

a  l i v i ng  God ,  he  means  the  God

who  i s  l i v i ng  wi th in  us  and  who

i s  one  wi th  us .  Suppose  a

b ro the r  i s  about  to  qua r re l  wi th

h i s  wi fe .  Howeve r ,  the  l i v i ng  God

in  h im  does  not  want  to  qua r re l .

The re fo re ,  the  bro the r  does  not

p roceed  to  a rgue  wi th  h i s  wi fe .

I n  th i s  way  he  se r ve s  a  God  who

i s  l i v i ng ,  a  God  who  not  on l y

l i v e s  i n  h im ,  but  who  a l so  l i v e s

w i th  h im .  By  th i s  i l l u s t r a t i on  we

see  tha t  the  l i v i ng  God  i s  l i v i ng

not  on l y  ob jec t i ve l y  but  a l so  

H O W  I S  Y O U R

G O D  L I V I N G ?

4

C o l  1 : 2 7  . . . t h e  r i c h e s  o f  t h e  g l o r y  o f
t h i s  m y s t e r y  a m o n g  t h e  G e n t i l e s ,
w h i c h  i s  C h r i s t  i n  y o u ,  t h e  h o p e  o f
g l o r y .  

G a l  2 : 2 0  . . . i t  i s  C h r i s t  w h o  l i v e s  i n
m e . . .



ANSWERS REVEALED NEXT VOLUME
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F U N  B I B L E

F A C T S

1. The shortest verse in the bible is John 11:35.
2. Even though you can get the Bible for free did
you know the Bible is the worlds most shoplifted
book?
3. The Bible has more sold copies than any other
book in history.
4. There are over 2000 prophecies in the bible
that have already been fulfilled.
5. There are approximately 2500 prophecies in
the Bible.



THE  F IRST  PART  o f  an  ea r l y

Ch r i s t i an  worsh ip  as sembly

was  open  to  a l l ,  i nc lud ing

s t r ange r s ,  who  might  be

conve r ted  by  the  preach ing .

The  second  pa r t  o f  the

se r v i ce  i n vo l ved  the  Lo rd ’ s

Suppe r ,  which  on l y  the

bapt i zed  were  a l l owed  to

pa r take ,  so  the  unbapt i zed

depa r ted  then .

By  the  ea r l y  200s ,  bapt i sm

o f ten  i nc luded  r enounc ing

Sa tan  and  a l l  h i s  works ,

mak ing  a  s t a tement  o f  f a i th ,

be ing  bapt i zed  (naked )  i n

wate r ,  be ing  c lo thed  i n  a

wh i te  r obe ,  r ece i v ing

ano in t ing  wi th  o i l ,  and

immed ia te l y  ce leb ra t ing  the

Lo rd ’ s  Suppe r .

Chr i s t i ans  prepa red  f o r

Eas te r ,  the  f e s t i v a l  o f  the

Resu r rec t i on ,  by  f a s t i ng .  At

f i r s t ,  the  f a s t i ng  l a s ted  one

day ;  l a t e r  i t  was  ex tended  to

40  hour s ,  to  s ymbo l i ze  the  40

days  Je sus  spent  f a s t i ng  and

pray ing  i n  the  wi lde rnes s .

Sunday ,  the  “ l i t t l e  Eas te r , ”

was  a l so  a  f e s t i v a l  o f  j o y .  To

prepa re  f o r  i t ,  many

Chr i s t i ans  f a s ted  on

Wednesday  and  F r iday .

Repentance  was  an  i n vo l ved

proces s  i n  the  ea r l y  church .

S in  was  seen  not  as  a

pe r sona l  mat te r  but  as

someth ing  tha t  des t royed  the

un i t y  o f  the  church .  

WORSHIP IN THE

EARLY CHURCH:

DID YOU KNOW?
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Early church love feast



Sunday  f o l l ow ing  the  1 4 th  o f

N i san ) .  V ic to r  th rea tened  to

excommun ica te  those

Chr i s t i ans  who  obse r ved

Eas te r  d i f f e ren t l y ,  but  the

As i an  cus tom  cont inued .  The

Counc i l  o f  Nicaea  i n  325

f ina l l y  dec reed  tha t  Eas te r

shou ld  be  ce leb ra ted  on  the

f i r s t  Sunday  a f te r  the  f i r s t  f u l l

moon  i n  sp r ing ,  the  prac t i ce

today .

I n  Af r i ca ,  newly  bapt i zed

be l i e ve r s  were  g i ven  a  dr ink  o f

mi l k  and  honey ,  s ymbo l s  o f

the i r  be ing  ch i ld ren  o f  Chr i s t

and  c i t i zens  i n  heaven ,  a  l and

o f  mi lk  and  honey .

The  f i r s t  Chr i s t i an  f ea s t  (othe r

than  Eas te r  and  Pentecos t )

was  a  f ea s t  i n  memory  o f  the

bapt i sm  o f  Je sus .  I t  was  f i r s t

ce l eb ra ted  on  Janua r y  6  o r

somet imes  Janua r y  10 ;  th i s

became  the  f ea s t  o f  the

Ep iphany ,  which  means

“mani fe s ta t i on ”  i n  Greek .

Chr i s tmas  was  not  wide l y

ce leb ra ted  unt i l  the  l a t e  300s .

When  worsh ip  was  ended ,

Chr i s t i ans  took  home  the

consec ra ted  bread  so  tha t

those  who  cou ldn ’ t  a t tend

wor sh ip  cou ld  pa r take  o f  the

Lo rd ’ s  Suppe r .  I n  Nor th  Af r i ca ,

Chr i s t i ans  took  home  the

b read  so  they  cou ld  ce leb ra te

the  sac rament  eve r y  day  wi th

the i r  f ami l i e s .  Thus ,  “Give  us

today  our  da i l y  bread ”  ca r r i ed

a  deepe r  mean ing .

Pen i ten t s  f a s ted  and  prayed

fo r  the  f o rg i venes s  o f  the i r

s in s ,  appea red  be fo re  the

church  to  make  pub l i c

con fe s s i on ,  and  were  ba r red

f rom  the  Lo rd ’ s  Suppe r  unt i l

they  gave  ev idence  o f  a

change  o f  hea r t  and  were

abso l ved .  (The  on l y  except ion

was  f o r  peop le  f ac ing

pe r secu t i on .  They  were

readmi t ted  to  the  Lo rd ’ s

Suppe r  so  they  cou ld  r ece i ve

s t r eng th . )

I n  the  f i r s t  centu r y ,  the  Lo rd ’ s

Suppe r  i nc luded  not  on l y  the

b read  and  the  cup  but  an

ent i r e  mea l .  As  pa r t  o f  the

mea l ,  ne ighbor s  who  had

qua r re l ed  made  peace  aga in .

Ea r l y  Chr i s t i ans  cont inued  to

obse r ve  the  Jew i sh  Pas sove r .

But  they  d id  not  ce leb ra te  the

Pas sove r  i n  memory  o f

de l i ve rance  f r om  Egypt .

I n s tead ,  they  f a s ted  to

commemora te  the  su f f e r ings

o f  Je sus ,  the  t rue  Pas sove r

Lamb .

Chr i s t i ans  f i e r ce l y  d i sag reed

ove r  when  to  ce leb ra te  Eas te r .

Be l i e ve r s  i n  As ia  (modern

Tu rkey )  ce leb ra ted  Eas te r ,  the

“Chr i s t i an  Pas sove r , ”  on

Pas sove r  ( the  1 4 th  day  o f  the

Jew i sh  month  o f  Ni san ) .

V ic to r ,  the  b i shop  o f  Rome

f rom  1 89  to  1 98 ,  i n s i s t ed  a l l

chu rches  had  to  ce leb ra te

Eas te r  on  a  Sunday  ( the  f i r s t  
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Lord, keep my heart open and soft toward You.

Lord, draw my eyes to see nothing else but You.
 

Whatever may happen,
I know You want to gain my heart.

Though I may not understand,
Just keep dispensing into my every part.

 
Make me a believer
By looking at You.

Standing on Your Word,
Faithful and true.

  A  H Y M N  A  D A Y  K E E P S

Y O U  H U M M I N G  A L L  T H E

W A Y

8

Lord, keep my heart open and soft toward You
 

https://soundcloud.com/my-hymn/my-hymns-lord-keep-my-heart-open-and-
soft-toward-you

http://text.recoveryversion.bible/49_Ephesians_1.htm#Eph1-9


M k  6 : 1  A n d  H e  w e n t  o u t  f r o m
t h e r e  a n d  c a m e  i n t o  H i s  o w n
c o u n t r y ,  a n d  H i s  d i s c i p l e s
f o l l o w e d  H i m .

M k  6 : 2  A n d  w h e n  t h e  S a b b a t h
h a d  c o m e ,  H e  b e g a n  t o  t e a c h
i n  t h e  s y n a g o g u e ;  a n d  m a n y
h e a r i n g  w e r e  a s t o u n d e d ,
s a y i n g ,  W h e r e  d i d  t h i s  m a n
g e t  t h e s e  t h i n g s ?  A n d  w h a t
i s  t h i s  w i s d o m  g i v e n  t o  t h i s
m a n ,  a n d  h o w  i s  i t  t h a t  s u c h
w o r k s  o f  p o w e r  t a k e  p l a c e
t h r o u g h  H i s  h a n d s ?

M k  6 : 3  I s  n o t  t h i s  t h e
c a r p e n t e r ,  t h e  s o n  o f  M a r y ,
a n d  b r o t h e r  o f  J a m e s  a n d
J o s e s  a n d  J u d a s  a n d  S i m o n ?
A n d  a r e  n o t  H i s  s i s t e r s  h e r e
w i t h  u s ?  A n d  t h e y  w e r e
s t u m b l e d  b e c a u s e  o f  H i m .

M k  6 : 4  A n d  J e s u s  s a i d  t o
t h e m ,  A  p r o p h e t  i s  n o t
w i t h o u t  h o n o r  e x c e p t  i n  h i s
o w n  c o u n t r y  a n d  a m o n g  h i s
o w n  r e l a t i v e s  a n d  i n  h i s  o w n
h o u s e .

M k  6 : 5  A n d  H e  c o u l d  n o t  d o
a n y  w o r k  o f  p o w e r  t h e r e ,
e x c e p t  t o  l a y  H i s  h a n d s  u p o n
a  f e w  o f  t h e  s i c k  a n d  h e a l
t h e m .

M k  6 : 6  A n d  H e  m a r v e l e d
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  u n b e l i e f ;
a n d  H e  w e n t  a r o u n d  t h e
v i l l a g e s  i n  a  c i r c u i t ,
t e a c h i n g .

M k  6 : 7  A n d  H e  c a l l e d  t h e
t w e l v e  t o  H i m  a n d  b e g a n  t o
s e n d  t h e m  o u t  t w o  b y  t w o
a n d  g a v e  t h e m  a u t h o r i t y
o v e r  t h e  u n c l e a n  s p i r i t s ;

M k  6 : 8  A n d  H e  c h a r g e d  t h e m
n o t  t o  t a k e  a n y t h i n g  f o r  t h e
j o u r n e y  e x c e p t  o n l y  a  s t a f f :
n o  b r e a d ,  n o  b a g ,  n o  m o n e y
i n  t h e i r  b e l t ;

M k  6 : 9  B u t  t o  h a v e  s a n d a l s
t i e d  o n ;  a n d  s a i d ,  D o  n o t  p u t
o n  t w o  t u n i c s .

M k  6 : 1 0  A n d  H e  s a i d  t o  t h e m ,
W h e r e v e r  y o u  e n t e r  i n t o  a
h o u s e ,  t h e r e  r e m a i n  u n t i l
y o u  d e p a r t  f r o m  t h a t  p l a c e .

M A R K  6

W E E K L Y  B I B L E  C H A P T E R  R E A D S
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M k  6 : 1 1  A n d  w h a t e v e r  p l a c e
d o e s  n o t  r e c e i v e  y o u  n o r
h e a r  y o u ,  a s  y o u  g o  o u t  f r o m
t h e r e ,  s h a k e  o f f  t h e  d u s t
u n d e r  y o u r  f e e t  f o r  a
t e s t i m o n y  a g a i n s t  t h e m .

M k  6 : 1 2  A n d  t h e y  w e n t  f o r t h
a n d  p r o c l a i m e d  t h a t  m e n
s h o u l d  r e p e n t ,

M k  6 : 1 3  A n d  t h e y  c a s t  o u t
m a n y  d e m o n s  a n d  a n o i n t e d
m a n y  o f  t h e  s i c k  w i t h  o i l  a n d
h e a l e d  t h e m .

M k  6 : 1 4  A n d  K i n g  H e r o d
h e a r d  o f  i t ,  f o r  H i s  n a m e  h a d
b e c o m e  k n o w n ,  a n d  t h e y
s a i d ,  J o h n  t h e  b a p t i z e r  h a s
b e e n  r a i s e d  f r o m  t h e  d e a d ,
a n d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  t h e s e
w o r k s  o f  p o w e r  a r e
o p e r a t i n g  t h r o u g h  h i m .

M k  6 : 1 5  B u t  o t h e r s  s a i d ,  H e
i s  E l i j a h ;  a n d  o t h e r s  s a i d ,  H e
i s  a  p r o p h e t ,  l i k e  o n e  o f  t h e
p r o p h e t s .

M k  6 : 1 6  B u t  H e r o d ,  h e a r i n g
o f  i t ,  s a i d ,  H e  w h o m  I
b e h e a d e d ,  J o h n ,  t h i s  o n e
w a s  r a i s e d !

M k  6 : 1 7  F o r  H e r o d  h i m s e l f
h a d  s e n t  m e n  a n d  s e i z e d
J o h n  a n d  b o u n d  h i m  i n
p r i s o n  o n  a c c o u n t  o f
H e r o d i a s ,  t h e  w i f e  o f  P h i l i p
h i s  b r o t h e r ,  b e c a u s e  h e  h a d
m a r r i e d  h e r .

M k  6 : 1 8  F o r  J o h n  h a d  b e e n
s a y i n g  t o  H e r o d ,  I t  i s  n o t
l a w f u l  f o r  y o u  t o  h a v e  t h e  w i f e
o f  y o u r  b r o t h e r .

M k  6 : 1 9  T h u s ,  H e r o d i a s  h a d  a
g r u d g e  a g a i n s t  h i m  a n d
w a n t e d  t o  k i l l  h i m  a n d  c o u l d
n o t ,

M k  6 : 2 0  F o r  H e r o d  f e a r e d
J o h n ,  k n o w i n g  t h a t  h e  w a s  a
r i g h t e o u s  a n d  h o l y  m a n ,  a n d
k e p t  h i m  s a f e .  A n d  w h e n  h e
h e a r d  h i m ,  h e  w a s  v e r y
p e r p l e x e d  y e t  h e a r d  h i m
g l a d l y .

M k  6 : 2 1  A n d  a n  o p p o r t u n e  d a y
c a m e ,  w h e n  H e r o d  o n  h i s
b i r t h d a y  m a d e  a  b a n q u e t  f o r
h i s  c o u r t i e r s  a n d  t h e
c o m m a n d e r s  a n d  t h e  l e a d i n g
m e n  o f  G a l i l e e .

M k  6 : 2 2  A n d  w h e n  t h e
d a u g h t e r  o f  H e r o d i a s  h e r s e l f
e n t e r e d  a n d  d a n c e d ,  s h e
p l e a s e d  H e r o d  a n d  t h o s e
r e c l i n i n g  a t  t a b l e  w i t h  h i m .
T h e  k i n g  s a i d  t o  t h e  g i r l ,  A s k
o f  m e  w h a t e v e r  y o u  w a n t ,  a n d
I  w i l l  g i v e  i t  t o  y o u .

M k  6 : 2 3  A n d  h e  s w o r e  t o  h e r
e a r n e s t l y ,  W h a t e v e r  y o u  a s k
o f  m e ,  I  w i l l  g i v e  t o  y o u ,  u p  t o
h a l f  o f  m y  k i n g d o m .

M k  6 : 2 4  A n d  s h e  w e n t  o u t  a n d
s a i d  t o  h e r  m o t h e r ,  W h a t
s h o u l d  I  a s k  f o r ?  A n d  s h e  s a i d ,
T h e  h e a d  o f  J o h n  t h e  b a p t i z e r .
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M k  6 : 2 5  A n d  c o m i n g  i n
i m m e d i a t e l y  w i t h  h a s t e  t o
t h e  k i n g ,  s h e  a s k e d ,  s a y i n g ,  I
w a n t  y o u  t o  g i v e  m e  a t  o n c e
t h e  h e a d  o f  J o h n  t h e  B a p t i s t
o n  a  p l a t t e r .

M k  6 : 2 6  A n d  t h e  k i n g  w a s
v e r y  g r i e v e d ,  y e t  b e c a u s e  o f
t h e  o a t h s  a n d  t h o s e
r e c l i n i n g  a t  t a b l e ,  h e  d i d  n o t
w a n t  t o  r e f u s e  h e r .

M k  6 : 2 7  A n d  i m m e d i a t e l y  t h e
k i n g  s e n t  a  g u a r d  a n d
o r d e r e d  h i m  t o  b r i n g  h i s
h e a d .  A n d  h e  w e n t  o u t  a n d
b e h e a d e d  h i m  i n  t h e  p r i s o n ,

M k  6 : 2 8  A n d  b r o u g h t  h i s
h e a d  o n  a  p l a t t e r ,  a n d  g a v e
i t  t o  t h e  g i r l ,  a n d  t h e  g i r l
g a v e  i t  t o  h e r  m o t h e r .

M k  6 : 2 9  A n d  w h e n  h i s
d i s c i p l e s  h e a r d  a b o u t  i t ,
t h e y  c a m e  a n d  t o o k  h i s
c o r p s e  a n d  p u t  i t  i n  a  t o m b .

M k  6 : 3 0  A n d  t h e  a p o s t l e s
g a t h e r e d  t o g e t h e r  t o  J e s u s
a n d  r e p o r t e d  t o  H i m  a l l  t h a t
t h e y  d i d  a n d  a l l  t h a t  t h e y
t a u g h t .

M k  6 : 3 1  A n d  H e  s a i d  t o  t h e m ,
C o m e  b y  y o u r s e l v e s  p r i v a t e l y
t o  a  d e s e r t e d  p l a c e  a n d  r e s t
a  w h i l e .  F o r  t h e r e  w e r e  m a n y
c o m i n g  a n d  g o i n g ,  a n d  t h e y
d i d  n o t  e v e n  h a v e
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e a t . 11

M k  6 : 3 2  A n d  t h e y  w e n t  a w a y
i n  t h e  b o a t  t o  a  d e s e r t e d
p l a c e  p r i v a t e l y .

M k  6 : 3 3  A n d  m a n y  s a w  t h e m
g o i n g  a w a y  a n d  r e c o g n i z e d
t h e m ,  a n d  t h e y  r a n  t o g e t h e r
t h e r e  o n  f o o t  f r o m  a l l  t h e
c i t i e s  a n d  g o t  t h e r e  b e f o r e
t h e m .

M k  6 : 3 4  A n d  g e t t i n g  o u t ,  H e
s a w  a  g r e a t  c r o w d ,  a n d  H e
w a s  m o v e d  w i t h  c o m p a s s i o n
f o r  t h e m  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e
l i k e  s h e e p  n o t  h a v i n g  a
s h e p h e r d ,  a n d  H e  b e g a n  t o
t e a c h  t h e m  m a n y  t h i n g s .

M k  6 : 3 5  A n d  w h e n  t h e  h o u r
h a d  a l r e a d y  b e c o m e  l a t e ,  H i s
d i s c i p l e s  c a m e  t o  H i m  a n d
s a i d ,  T h i s  p l a c e  i s  d e s e r t e d ,
a n d  t h e  h o u r  i s  a l r e a d y  l a t e ;

M k  6 : 3 6  S e n d  t h e m  a w a y  s o
t h a t  t h e y  m a y  g o  i n t o  t h e
s u r r o u n d i n g  c o u n t r y s i d e  a n d
v i l l a g e s  a n d  b u y  f o r
t h e m s e l v e s  s o m e t h i n g  t o
e a t .

M k  6 : 3 7  B u t  H e  a n s w e r e d
a n d  s a i d  t o  t h e m ,  Y o u  g i v e
t h e m  s o m e t h i n g  t o  e a t .  A n d
t h e y  s a i d  t o  H i m ,  S h a l l  w e  g o
a w a y  a n d  b u y  t w o  h u n d r e d
d e n a r i i  w o r t h  o f  b r e a d  a n d
g i v e  i t  t o  t h e m  t o  e a t ?
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M k  6 : 3 8  A n d  H e  s a i d  t o  t h e m ,
H o w  m a n y  l o a v e s  d o  y o u
h a v e ?  G o  a n d  s e e .  A n d  w h e n
t h e y  f o u n d  o u t ,  t h e y  s a i d ,
F i v e ,  a n d  t w o  f i s h .

M k  6 : 3 9  A n d  H e  o r d e r e d
t h e m  t o  h a v e  a l l  r e c l i n e  b y
c o m p a n i e s  o n  t h e  g r e e n
g r a s s .

M k  6 : 4 0  A n d  t h e y  s a t  d o w n
i n  g r o u p s ,  b y  h u n d r e d s  a n d
b y  f i f t i e s .

M k  6 : 4 1  A n d  H e  t o o k  t h e  f i v e
l o a v e s  a n d  t h e  t w o  f i s h  a n d ,
l o o k i n g  u p  t o  h e a v e n ,  H e
b l e s s e d  a n d  b r o k e  t h e  l o a v e s
a n d  g a v e  t h e m  t o  t h e
d i s c i p l e s  t o  s e t  b e f o r e  t h e m ;
a n d  t h e  t w o  f i s h  H e  d i v i d e d
a m o n g  a l l .

M k  6 : 4 2  A n d  t h e y  a l l  a t e  a n d
w e r e  s a t i s f i e d .

M k  6 : 4 3  A n d  t h e y  t o o k  u p
t w e l v e  f u l l  h a n d b a s k e t s  o f
t h e  b r o k e n  p i e c e s  o f  b r e a d
a n d  o f  t h e  f i s h .

M k  6 : 4 4  A n d  t h o s e  w h o  h a d
e a t e n  t h e  l o a v e s  w e r e  f i v e
t h o u s a n d  m e n .

M k  6 : 4 5  A n d  i m m e d i a t e l y  H e
c o m p e l l e d  H i s  d i s c i p l e s  t o
s t e p  i n t o  t h e  b o a t  a n d  g o
b e f o r e  t o  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,
t o w a r d  B e t h s a i d a ,  w h i l e  H e
s e n t  t h e  c r o w d  a w a y . 12

M k  6 : 4 6  A n d  a f t e r  H e  s a i d
f a r e w e l l  t o  t h e m ,  H e  w e n t
a w a y  t o  t h e  m o u n t a i n  t o
p r a y .

M k  6 : 4 7  A n d  w h e n  e v e n i n g
f e l l ,  t h e  b o a t  w a s  i n  t h e
m i d s t  o f  t h e  s e a  a n d  H e  w a s
a l o n e  o n  t h e  l a n d .

M k  6 : 4 8  A n d  s e e i n g  t h e m
d i s t r e s s e d  a s  t h e y  r o w e d ,  f o r
t h e  w i n d  w a s  c o n t r a r y  t o
t h e m ,  H e  c a m e  t o w a r d  t h e m
a b o u t  t h e  f o u r t h  w a t c h  o f
t h e  n i g h t ,  w a l k i n g  o n  t h e
s e a ,  a n d  H e  i n t e n d e d  t o  p a s s
b y  t h e m .

M k  6 : 4 9  B u t  w h e n  t h e y  s a w
H i m  w a l k i n g  o n  t h e  s e a ,  t h e y
t h o u g h t  t h a t  i t  w a s  a  g h o s t ,
a n d  t h e y  c r i e d  o u t ,

M k  6 : 5 0  F o r  t h e y  a l l  s a w  H i m
a n d  w e r e  s t a r t l e d .  B u t
i m m e d i a t e l y  H e  s p o k e  w i t h
t h e m  a n d  s a i d  t o  t h e m ,  T a k e
c o u r a g e .  I t  i s  I .  D o  n o t  b e
a f r a i d .

M k  6 : 5 1  A n d  H e  w e n t  u p  u n t o
t h e m  i n t o  t h e  b o a t ,  a n d  t h e
w i n d  c e a s e d .  A n d  t h e y  w e r e
g r e a t l y  a s t o n i s h e d  i n
t h e m s e l v e s  b e y o n d  m e a s u r e ,

M k  6 : 5 2  F o r  t h e y  d i d  n o t
u n d e r s t a n d  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e
l o a v e s ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t h e i r  h e a r t
w a s  h a r d e n e d .
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M k  6 : 5 3  A n d  t h e y  c r o s s e d
o v e r  t o  t h e  l a n d  a n d  c a m e  t o
G e n n e s a r e t  a n d  m o o r e d
t h e r e .

M k  6 : 5 4  A n d  w h e n  t h e y  c a m e
o u t  o f  t h e  b o a t ,  i m m e d i a t e l y
t h e  p e o p l e  r e c o g n i z e d  H i m ,

M k  6 : 5 5  A n d  t h e y  r a n  a b o u t
t h a t  w h o l e  r e g i o n  a n d  b e g a n
t o  c a r r y  a r o u n d  o n  m a t s
t h o s e  w h o  w e r e  i l l  t o  a n y
p l a c e  w h e r e  t h e y  h e a r d  t h a t
H e  w a s .

M k  6 : 5 6  A n d  w h e r e v e r  H e
e n t e r e d  i n t o  v i l l a g e s  o r  i n t o
c i t i e s  o r  i n t o  t h e
c o u n t r y s i d e ,  t h e y  l a i d  t h o s e
w h o  w e r e  s i c k  i n  t h e
m a r k e t p l a c e s  a n d  b e g g e d
H i m  t h a t  t h e y  m i g h t  t o u c h  i f
e v e n  t h e  f r i n g e  o f  H i s
g a r m e n t ;  a n d  a s  m a n y  a s
t o u c h e d  H i m  w e r e  h e a l e d .
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