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A

C H R I S T ' S  A S C E N S I O N

A c t s  1 : 9  A n d  w h e n  H e  h a d
s a i d  t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  w h i l e
t h e y  w e r e  l o o k i n g  o n ,  H e
w a s  l i f t e d  u p ,  a n d  a  c l o u d
t o o k  H i m  a w a y  f r o m  t h e i r
s i g h t .  
E p h  4 : 1 1 - 1 2  A n d  H e  H i m s e l f
g a v e  s o m e  a s  a p o s t l e s  a n d
s o m e  a s  p r o p h e t s  a n d  s o m e
a s  e v a n g e l i s t s  a n d  s o m e  a s
s h e p h e r d s  a n d  t e a c h e r s ,
( 1 2 )  F o r  t h e  p e r f e c t i n g  o f
t h e  s a i n t s  u n t o  t h e  w o r k  o f
t h e  m i n i s t r y ,  u n t o  t h e
b u i l d i n g  u p  o f  t h e  B o d y  o f
C h r i s t .

ca r r i ed  out  th rough  Hi s

be l i e ve r s  i n  Hi s  r e su r rec t i on

and  ascens ion ,  sp reads  Him  as

the  deve lopment  o f  the

k ingdom  o f  God  f o r  the

bu i ld ing  up  o f  the  church  (Mat t .

1 6 : 1 8 )  th roughout  the  ent i r e

wor ld  to  cons t i tu te  Hi s  Body ,

Hi s  f u l l ne s s  (Eph .  1 :23 ) ,  to

exp re s s  Him ,  even  the  f u l l ne s s

o f  God  (Eph .  3 : 1 9 )  f o r  God ' s

exp re s s i on .  The  Lo rd ' s  ascens ion

po in t s  to  Hi s  coming  back .

Between  Hi s  ascens ion  and  Hi s

coming  back  the re  i s  the

d i spensa t i on  o f  grace  so  tha t

He  as  the  pneumat i c  Chr i s t ,  the

l i f e -g i v ing  Sp i r i t  ( 1  Cor .  1 5 :45 ) ,

may  app l y  Hi s  a l l - i nc lu s i ve

redempt ion  to  God ' s  chosen

peop le  f o r  the i r  f u l l  sa l va t i on ,

tha t  He  may  produce  and  bu i ld

up  the  church ,  as  Hi s  Body ,  f o r

the  es tab l i shment  o f  the

k ingdom  o f  God  on  ea r th .

The  v i s i on  o f  Chr i s t ' s  ascens ion

in to  heaven  s t r eng thened  the

d i sc ip l e s '  f a i th  i n  Him  and  i n

what  He  had  done  f o r  them

through  Hi s  dea th  and

resu r rec t i on .  I t  broadened  the i r

v i ew  o f  God ' s  heaven l y

economy ,  which  had  brought

them  i n to  coope ra t i on  wi th  3

Luke ' s  Gospe l  ends  wi th  the

Lo rd ' s  ascens ion  i n to  heaven ,

and  h i s  Act s  beg ins  wi th  i t .  Hi s

Gospe l  i s  a  na r ra t i ve  o f  the

min i s t r y  o f  the  i nca rna ted  Je sus

on  ea r th .  Hi s  Act s  i s  a  r eco rd  o f

the  succeed ing  min i s t r y  o f  the

re su r rec ted  and  ascended

Chr i s t  i n  heaven  ca r r i ed  out

th rough  Hi s  be l i e ve r s  on  ea r th .

I n  the  Gospe l s ,  the  Lo rd ' s

min i s t r y  on  ea r th ,  ca r r i ed  out

by  Himse l f ,  on l y  sowed  Himse l f

a s  the  seed  o f  the  k ingdom  o f

God  i n to  Hi s  be l i e ve r s ,  wi th  no

church  bu i l t  up  ye t .  I n  Act s ,  the

Lo rd ' s  min i s t r y  i n  heaven ,  
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Chr i s t ' s  min i s t r y  i n  the  heavens

fo r  the  ca r r y ing  out  o f  God ' s

New  Tes tament  economy  on  the

ea r th .  The  d i sc ip l e s  must  have

been  deep l y  impres sed  and  ve r y

exc i t ed  when  they  wi tnes sed

Chr i s t ' s  ascens ion .  As  they  were

watch ing  Him  ascend ,  they

ce r ta in l y  were  not  weep ing .  On

the  cont ra r y ,  they  must  have

been  happy ,  r ea l i z ing  tha t  they

were  see ing  someth ing

marve lous .  As  the  d i sc ip l e s

were  l ook ing  i n ten t l y  i n to

heaven ,  two  men  i n  whi te

c lo th ing  s tood  bes ide  them .

These  two  men ,  who  were

ac tua l l y  ange l s ,  asked  the

d i sc ip l e s  why  they  were

s tand ing  l ook ing  i n to  heaven .

Then  they  went  on  to  say  tha t

the  ve r y  Je sus  who  was  t aken

up  f r om  them  i n to  heaven

wou ld  come  i n  the  same  way  as

they  had  seen  Him  go ing  i n to

heaven .  Th i s  i nd i ca te s  tha t  j u s t

a s  the  Lo rd  Je sus  ascended

phys i ca l l y ,  He  wi l l  a l so  come

back  phys i ca l l y .  Chr i s t

a scended  i n to  heaven  by  way  o f

a  c loud ,  v i s ib l e  to  human  s i gh t ,

and  He  wi l l  come  back  on  a

c loud  (Mat t .  24 :30 ) .

Fu r the rmore ,  He  ascended  f r om

the  top  o f  Mount  Ol i ve t ,  and  He

wi l l  come  back  to  the  same

mount .



A
day  o f  the  Lo rd ' s  r e su r rec t i on

( John  20 :22 ) .  I t  was  a  grea t  mat te r

fo r  the  one  hundred  and  twenty

to  pray  i n  one  acco rd  f o r  t en  days .

They  were  ab le  to  pray  i n  one

acco rd  f o r  such  a  l ong  t ime

because  they  had  Chr i s t  wi th in

them  as  the i r  l i f e  and  per son .

Fu r the rmore ,  they  were  Ga l i l eans

s tay ing  i n  Je rusa l em ,  and  they

were  unde r  the  th rea ten ing  o f  the

Jews ,  who  were  per secu t ing  the

fo l l ower s  o f  Je sus .  Neve r the le s s ,

they  were  not  a f r a id  o f  the  Jews '

th rea ten ing ,  but  s t ayed  i n

Je rusa l em  and  prayed  i n  one

acco rd .  Th i s  ce r ta in l y  cou ld  not

have  been  done  by  human  e f fo r t .

They  had  been  t r ans fe r r ed

es sen t i a l l y  f r om  the  o ld  be ing

in to  the  new  be ing .  As  a  r e su l t  o f

th i s  t r ans fe r ,  they  had  Chr i s t  as

the i r  l i f e  and  per son  and  cou ld

p ray  i n  one  acco rd  and  not  be

a f r a id  o f  per secu t i on .

Be fo re  the  Lo rd ' s  dea th ,  the

d i sc ip l e s  had  no  i n te re s t  i n

p raye r  f o r  sp i r i tua l  th ings  (Luke

22 :40 ,  45 -46 ) .  Rathe r ,  they

contended  among  themse l ve s  as

to  which  was  cons ide red  to  be

grea te r .  But  now ,  a f te r  the

Lo rd ' s  r e su r rec t i on  and

ascens ion ,  the i r  sp i r i tua l

cond i t i on  r ad i ca l l y  changed .

They  d id  not  contend  among

themse l ve s ,  but  were  burdened

to  pray  per seve r ing l y  wi th  one

acco rd ,  even  be fo re  the  day  o f

Pentecos t ,  when  they  wou ld

rece i ve  the  outpou red  Sp i r i t  o f

power  economica l l y .  Th i s  i s  a

s t rong  s i gn  and  proo f  tha t  they

had  r ece i ved  the  i ndwe l l i ng

Sp i r i t  o f  l i f e  es sen t i a l l y  on  the  

P E R S E V E R I N G  I N

P R A Y E R

5

A c t s  1 : 1 2 - 1 4  T h e n  t h e y  r e t u r n e d  t o
J e r u s a l e m  f r o m  t h e  m o u n t  c a l l e d
O l i v e t . . .  ( 1 3 )  A n d  w h e n  t h e y
e n t e r e d ,  t h e y  w e n t  u p  t o  t h e  u p p e r
r o o m  w h e r e  t h e y  w e r e  r e s i d i n g . . .
( 1 4 )  T h e s e  a l l  c o n t i n u e d
s t e a d f a s t l y  w i t h  o n e  a c c o r d  i n
p r a y e r ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  w o m e n
a n d  M a r y  t h e  m o t h e r  o f  J e s u s ,  a n d
w i t h  H i s  b r o t h e r s .



B I B L I C A L

C R O S S W O R D

P U Z Z L E

6

ACROSS
1 named for a tax collector

5 1st and 2nd ___ are named for Jesus' main

disciple

9 Rhymes with "hark"

10 Named for Jesus' brother

12 1st and 2nd ___

14 Fourth Gospel

15 Book Named in a Beatles song?

16 1st, 2nd, and 3rd

ACROSSDOWN
DOWN
2 Letter to Ephesus

3 Letter to Philippi

4 Letter to Colosse

6 Sixth

7 Paul's letter to the ____

8 Last

(ANSWERS REVEALED
PAGE 13) 
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f a the r  (who  f i na l l y  a l l owed

h i s  son  to  t ake  mus ic  l e s sons

a t  age  9 )  d ied  when  he  was

1 1 .  By  age  1 2 ,  Hande l  was

subs t i tu t ing  f o r  h i s  o rgan

teache r  and  had  wr i t t en  h i s

f i r s t  compos i t i on .

Af te r  mus ica l  s tud ie s  i n

Ge rmany  and  I t a l y ,  Hande l

moved  to  Eng land ,  where  he

s tayed  f o r  the  r e s t  o f  h i s  l i f e

and  became  a  compose r  f o r

the  Chape l  Roya l .  Hi s

g rea te s t  pas s i on  was  f o r  the

ope ra—an  i l l - t imed  pas s i on ,

f o r  the  f o rm  was  qu ick l y

f a l l i ng  out  o f  f a sh ion  i n

Eng land .  The  most  popu la r

work  was  the  1 728  Begga r ' s

Ope ra ,  which  sa t i r i zed  the

fo rm  i t s e l f .  St i l l ,  Hande l

con t inued  to  pen  ope ra s  i n to

the  1 740s ,  l o s ing  more  and

more  money .  

Hande l ' s  f r i ends  exp re s sed

conce rn  tha t  the  conce r t  ha l l

was  nea r l y  empty .  Neve r

mind ,  he  j oked ,  an  empty

venue  wou ld  mean  grea t

acous t i c s .  He  d idn ' t  j oke  f o r

l ong .  I n  1 7 37  Hande l ' s  ope ra

company  went  bank rupt ,  and

he  su f f e red  what  seems  to  be

a  mi ld  s t roke .  But  to  make

mat te r s  worse ,  h i s  l a t e s t

mus i ca l  f a sc ina t i on— the

o ra to r i o  (a  compos i t i on  f o r

o rches t r a  and  vo i ce s  t e l l i ng  a

sac red  s to r y  wi thout

cos tumes ,  scene r y ,  o r

d ramat i c  ac t i on ) —was  h i s

mos t  cont rove r s i a l  ye t .  Hi s

GEORGE FRIDERIC

HANDEL -

COMPOSER OF

MESSIAH

 

7

By  1 74 1  George  F r ide r i c

Hande l  was  a  f a i l u re .

Bank rupted ,  i n  grea t  phys i ca l

pa in ,  and  the  v i c t im  o f  p lo t s

to  sabo tage  h i s  ca ree r ,  the

once -grea t  ope ra  compose r

schedu led  a  “ f a r ewe l l ”

appea rance  i n  London  i n

Apr i l .  To  the  London  e l i t e ,  i t

l ooked  l i ke  th i s  “German

n incompoop , ”  as  he  was  once

ca l l ed ,  was  th rough .  Tha t

summer ,  howeve r ,  he

composed  Mess i ah ,  which

not  on l y  brought  h im  back

in to  the  spo t l i gh t ,  but  i s  s t i l l

deemed  by  some  to  be  “an

ep i tome  o f  Chr i s t i an  f a i th . ”

Hande l ' s  f e l l ow  count r yman

and  contempora r y  Johann

Bach  ( the  two  were  born  the

same  yea r  but  neve r  met ) ,

Hande l  neve r  had  a  mus ica l

f ami l y .  George ' s  f a the r  was  a

p rac t i ca l  “ su rgeon -ba rbe r ”

who  d i scou raged  h i s  son ' s

mus i ca l  ca ree r  a t  eve r y  tu rn .

Hi s  son  was  to  be  a  l awye r .

I ndeed ,  George  s tud ied  l aw

unt i l  1 703 ,  even  though  h i s  



f i r s t  o ra to r i o  (ac tua l l y ,  the

f i r s t  o f  i t s  k ind  i n  Eng l i sh ) ,

Es the r ,  was  met  wi th  out rage

by  the  church .  A  B ib le  s to r y

was  be ing  to ld  by  “common

mummers , ”  and  even  worse ,

the  words  o f  God  were  be ing

spoken  i n  the  thea te r !  

“What  a re  we  coming  to  when

the  wi l l  o f  Sa tan  i s  imposed

upon  us  i n  th i s  f a sh ion ? ”  c r i ed

one  min i s te r .  The  b i shop  o f

London  appa ren t l y  ag reed

and  proh ib i t ed  the  o ra to r i o

f rom  be ing  per fo rmed .  When

Hande l  proceeded  anyway ,

and  the  r o ya l  f ami l y  a t tended ,

i t  was  met  wi th  succes s—but

the  church  was  s t i l l  ang ry .

I n  1 7 39  adve r t i s ement s  f o r

I s r ae l  i n  Egypt  were  to rn

down  by  devout  Chr i s t i ans ,

who  a l so  d i s rup ted  i t s

pe r fo rmances .  A l l  o f  th i s

ange red  the  devout l y

Lu the ran  Hande l .  As  h i s  f r i end

S i r  John  Hawk ins  commented ,

“Th roughout  h i s  l i f e ,  [he ]

mani fe s ted  a  deep  sense  o f

re l i g i on .  I n  conve r sa t i on  he

wou ld  f r equent l y  dec la re  the

p leasu re  he  f e l t  i n  se t t ing  the

Sc r ip tu re s  to  mus ic ,  and  how

contempla t ing  the  many

sub l ime  pas sages  i n  the

Psa lms  had  cont r ibu ted  to  h i s

ed i f i ca t i on . ”  

Though  i r r i t a ted—and  Hande l

was  o f ten  i r r i t a ted ,  ea rn ing  a

reputa t i on  f o r  pro l i f i c  cu r s ing

in  f i v e  l anguages—he  
9

d i smi s sed  the  Pur i t ans '

conce rns .  “ I  have  r ead  my

Bib le  ve r y  wel l , ”  he  sa id ,  “and

wi l l  choose  f o r  myse l f . ”  I n

f ac t ,  Hande l  main ta ined  tha t

he  knew  the  B ib le  as  wel l  as

any  b i shop .  F inanc ia l l y ,

howeve r ,  i t  d id  h im  l i t t l e

good .  Once  the  compose r  f o r

roya l t y ,  he  was  now

th rea tened  wi th  debto r ' s

p r i son .

Deep l y  depres sed ,  Hande l  was

v i s i t ed  by  h i s  f r i end  Char l e s

Jennens .  The  wea l thy ,  devout

Ang l i can  had  wr i t t en  a

l ib re t to  about  the  l i f e  o f

Ch r i s t  and  the  work  o f

redempt ion ,  wi th  the  t ex t

comple te l y  t aken  f r om  the

B ib le .  A  f u s s y  per fec t i on i s t ,

Jennens  had  wr i t t en  i t  to

cha l l enge  the  de i s t s  who

den ied  the  d i v in i t y  o f  Je sus .

Would  Hande l  compose  the

mus i c  f o r  i t ?  he  asked .  Hande l

answered  tha t  he  wou ld ,  and

es t imated  i t s  comple t i on  i n  a

yea r .  

Soon  the rea f te r ,  a  group  o f

Dub l in  cha r i t i e s  approached

Hande l  to  compose  a  work  f o r

a  bene f i t  per fo rmance .  The

money  r a i s ed  wou ld  he lp  f r ee

men  f r om  debto r ' s  pr i son ,  and

Hande l  wou ld  r ece i ve  a

gene rous  commis s i on .  Now

wi th  a  t ex t  and  a  mot i va t i on ,

Hande l  began  compos ing

Mess iah  on  Augus t  22 ,  1 74 1 .

With in  s i x  days ,  Pa r t  One  was  87



f i n i shed .  I n  n ine  more ,  Pa r t

Two .  S i x  more  and  Pa r t  Th ree

was  done .  I t  took  h im  on l y  an

add i t i ona l  two  days  to  f i n i sh

the  o rches t r a t i on .  Hande l

composed  l i ke  a  man

obses sed .  He  r a re l y  l e f t  h i s

room  and  r a re l y  touched  h i s

mea l s .  But  i n  24  days  he  had

composed  260  pages—an

immense  phys i ca l  f ea t .  When

he  f i n i shed  wr i t i ng  what

wou ld  become  known  as  the

Ha l l e lu j ah  Chorus ,  he  sa id ,  “ I

d id  th ink  I  d id  see  a l l  Heaven

be fo re  me ,  and  the  grea t  God

h imse l f . ”

Though  the  per fo rmance  o f

the  p iece  aga in  caused

cont rove r s y  ( Jona than  Swi f t ,

autho r  o f  Gu l l i v e r ' s  T rave l s

and  then  the  dean  o f  Sa in t

Pa t r i ck ' s  Cathedra l ,  was

out raged  and  i n i t i a l l y  r e fu sed

to  a l l ow  h i s  mus ic i ans  to

pa r t i c ipa te ) ,  the  premie re  on

Apr i l  1 3 ,  1 742 ,  a t  the

F i shamble  St ree t  Mus ick  Ha l l

was  a  sensa t i on .  An

ove rcapac i t y  c rowd  o f  700

peop le  a t tended ,  r a i s i ng  400

pounds  to  r e l ea se  1 42  men

f rom  pr i son .  (The  demand  f o r

t i cke t s  was  so  grea t  tha t  men

were  asked  not  to  wear  the i r

swords  and  women  asked  not

to  wear  hoops  i n  the i r  sk i r t s ,

a l l ow ing  100  ex t ra  peop le  i n to

the  aud ience .  Such  hoops

immed ia te l y  f e l l  out  o f

f a sh ion  f o r  conce r t s . )

9

Though  i t  had  met  r a ve

rev i ews  i n  Dub l in  ( “ the  most

f i n i shed  p iece  o f  mus ic ” ) ,  i t

was  not  ve r y  popu la r  i n

London  a f te r  i t s  premie re .  By

1745  Hande l  was  aga in  p lay ing

to  empty  houses  and  nea r ing

pove r t y .  Not  unt i l  h i s  o ra to r i o

Judas  Maccabeus ,  which  was

mi sunde r s tood  by  the  Eng l i sh

as  a  ve i l ed  nat iona l i s t i c

an them ,  d id  Hande l  (and  wi th

h im  Mess i ah )  r each  the

p innac le  o f  h i s  ca ree r .

Unt i l  h i s  dea th ,  Hande l

conduc ted  30  per fo rmances

o f  Mess i ah  (none  a t

Ch r i s tmas t ime ,  f o r  Hande l

deemed  i t  a  Len ten  p iece ) ,

on l y  one  o f  which  was  i n  a

church ,  Br i s to l  Cathedra l .  I n

tha t  aud ience  sa t  John

Wes ley .  “ I  doubt  i f  tha t

cong rega t i on  was  eve r  so

se r i ous  a t  a  se rmon  as  they

were  dur ing  th i s

pe r fo rmance , ”  he  r emarked .

Hande l  d ied  on  the  day

be fo re  Eas te r  1 759 ,  hop ing  to

“meet  h i s  good  God ,  h i s  swee t

Lo rd  and  Sav io r ,  on  the  day  o f

h i s  Resu r rec t i on . ”  A  c lo se

f r i end  r emarked ,  “He  d ied  as

he  l i v ed—a  good  Chr i s t i an ,

wi th  a  t rue  sense  o f  h i s  duty

to  God  and  to  man ,  and  i n

pe r f ec t  cha r i t y  wi th  a l l  the

wor ld . ”

9



                      1
Christ the Lord is ris’n indeed,
    Hallelujah!
He has met His people’s need,
    Hallelujah!
Raise your joys and triumphs high,
    Hallelujah!
Sing, ye heav’ns and earth, reply,
    Hallelujah!
                      2
Lives again our glorious King,
    Hallelujah!
Where, O Death, is now thy sting?
    Hallelujah!
Dying once He all doth save,
    Hallelujah!
Where thy victory, O grave?
    Hallelujah!
 

  A  H Y M N  A  D A Y  K E E P S

Y O U  H U M M I N G  A L L  T H E

W A Y
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CHRIST THE LORD IS RIS'N INDEED

https://soundcloud.com/southeast-piano/christ-the-lord-is-risn-
indeed

                         3
Love’s redeeming work is done,
    Hallelujah!
Fought the fight, the battle won,
    Hallelujah!
Death in vain forbade Him rise,
    Hallelujah!
Christ ascended o’er the skies,
    Hallelujah!
                         4 
Soar we now where Christ hath led,
    Hallelujah!
Following our exalted Head,
    Hallelujah!
Made like Him, like Him we rise,
    Hallelujah!
Free from all the earthly ties,
    Hallelujah!
 



L k  4 : 1  A n d  J e s u s ,  f u l l  o f  t h e
H o l y  S p i r i t ,  r e t u r n e d  f r o m
t h e  J o r d a n  a n d  w a s  l e d  b y
t h e  S p i r i t  i n  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s ,
w h i l e  b e i n g  t e m p t e d  f o r
f o r t y  d a y s  b y  t h e  d e v i l .

L k  4 : 2  A n d  H e  d i d  n o t  e a t
a n y t h i n g  i n  t h o s e  d a y s ,  a n d
w h e n  t h e y  w e r e  c o n c l u d e d ,
H e  b e c a m e  h u n g r y .

L k  4 : 3  A n d  t h e  d e v i l  s a i d  t o
H i m ,  I f  Y o u  a r e  t h e  S o n  o f
G o d ,  s p e a k  t o  t h i s  s t o n e  t h a t
i t  b e c o m e  b r e a d .

L k  4 : 4  A n d  J e s u s  a n s w e r e d
h i m ,  I t  i s  w r i t t e n ,  “ M a n  s h a l l
n o t  l i v e  o n  b r e a d  a l o n e . ”

L k  4 : 5  A n d  h e  l e d  H i m  u p  a n d
s h o w e d  H i m  a l l  t h e  k i n g d o m s
o f  t h e  i n h a b i t e d  e a r t h  i n  a
m o m e n t  o f  t i m e .

L k  4 : 6  A n d  t h e  d e v i l  s a i d  t o
H i m ,  T o  Y o u  I  w i l l  g i v e  a l l
t h i s  a u t h o r i t y  a n d  t h e i r
g l o r y ,  b e c a u s e  t o  m e  i t  h a s
b e e n  d e l i v e r e d ,  a n d  t o
w h o m e v e r  I  w a n t  I  g i v e  i t .

L k  4 : 7  I f  Y o u  t h e r e f o r e
w o r s h i p  b e f o r e  m e ,  i t  s h a l l
a l l  b e  Y o u r s .

L k  4 : 8  A n d  J e s u s  a n s w e r e d
a n d  s a i d  t o  h i m ,  I t  i s
w r i t t e n ,  “ Y o u  s h a l l  w o r s h i p
t h e  L o r d  y o u r  G o d ,  a n d  H i m
o n l y  s h a l l  y o u  s e r v e . ”

L k  4 : 9  A n d  h e  l e d  H i m  i n t o
J e r u s a l e m  a n d  s e t  H i m  o n
t h e  w i n g  o f  t h e  t e m p l e  a n d
s a i d  t o  H i m ,  I f  Y o u  a r e  t h e
S o n  o f  G o d ,  c a s t  Y o u r s e l f
d o w n  f r o m  h e r e ;

L k  4 : 1 0  F o r  i t  i s  w r i t t e n ,  “ T o
H i s  a n g e l s  H e  s h a l l  g i v e
c h a r g e  c o n c e r n i n g  Y o u  t o
p r o t e c t  Y o u ,

L k  4 : 1 1  A n d  o n  t h e i r  h a n d s
t h e y  s h a l l  b e a r  Y o u  u p ,  l e s t
Y o u  s t r i k e  Y o u r  f o o t  a g a i n s t
a  s t o n e . ”

L k  4 : 1 2  A n d  J e s u s  a n s w e r e d
a n d  s a i d  t o  h i m ,  I t  i s  s a i d ,
“ Y o u  s h a l l  n o t  t e s t  t h e  L o r d
y o u r  G o d . ”

L U K E  4

W E E K L Y  B I B L E  C H A P T E R  R E A D S
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L k  4 : 1 3  A n d  w h e n  t h e  d e v i l
h a d  c o n c l u d e d  e v e r y
t e m p t a t i o n ,  h e  w e n t  a w a y
f r o m  H i m  u n t i l  a n  o p p o r t u n e
t i m e .

L k  4 : 1 4  A n d  J e s u s  r e t u r n e d
i n  t h e  p o w e r  o f  t h e  S p i r i t
i n t o  G a l i l e e .  A n d  r e p o r t s
a b o u t  H i m  w e n t  o u t  t h r o u g h
a l l  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  r e g i o n .

L k  4 : 1 5  A n d  H e  t a u g h t  i n
t h e i r  s y n a g o g u e s  a n d  w a s
g l o r i f i e d  b y  a l l .

L k  4 : 1 6  A n d  H e  c a m e  t o
N a z a r e t h ,  w h e r e  H e  h a d
b e e n  b r o u g h t  u p ,  a n d
a c c o r d i n g  t o  H i s  c u s t o m  H e
e n t e r e d  o n  t h e  S a b b a t h  d a y
i n t o  t h e  s y n a g o g u e  a n d
s t o o d  u p  t o  r e a d .

L k  4 : 1 7  A n d  t h e  s c r o l l  o f  t h e
p r o p h e t  I s a i a h  w a s  h a n d e d
t o  H i m .  A n d  H e  u n r o l l e d  t h e
s c r o l l  a n d  f o u n d  t h e  p l a c e
w h e r e  i t  w a s  w r i t t e n ,

L k  4 : 1 8  “ T h e  S p i r i t  o f  t h e
L o r d  i s  u p o n  M e ,  b e c a u s e  H e
h a s  a n o i n t e d  M e  t o
a n n o u n c e  t h e  g o s p e l  t o  t h e
p o o r ;  H e  h a s  s e n t  M e  t o
p r o c l a i m  r e l e a s e  t o  t h e
c a p t i v e s ,  a n d  r e c o v e r y  o f
s i g h t  t o  t h e  b l i n d ,  t o  s e n d
a w a y  i n  r e l e a s e  t h o s e  w h o
a r e  o p p r e s s e d ,

L k  4 : 1 9  T o  p r o c l a i m  t h e
a c c e p t a b l e  y e a r  o f  t h e  L o r d ,
t h e  y e a r  o f  j u b i l e e . ”

L k  4 : 2 0  A n d  w h e n  H e  r o l l e d  u p
t h e  s c r o l l  a n d  g a v e  i t  b a c k  t o
t h e  a t t e n d a n t ,  H e  s a t  d o w n .
A n d  t h e  e y e s  o f  a l l  i n  t h e
s y n a g o g u e  w e r e  f i x e d  o n  H i m .

L k  4 : 2 1  A n d  H e  b e g a n  t o  s a y  t o
t h e m ,  T o d a y  t h i s  S c r i p t u r e  h a s
b e e n  f u l f i l l e d  i n  y o u r  h e a r i n g .

L k  4 : 2 2  A n d  a l l  b o r e  w i t n e s s
t o  H i m  a n d  m a r v e l e d  a t  t h e
w o r d s  o f  g r a c e  p r o c e e d i n g  o u t
o f  H i s  m o u t h ,  a n d  t h e y  s a i d ,  I s
n o t  t h i s  J o s e p h ’ s  s o n ?

L k  4 : 2 3  A n d  H e  s a i d  t o  t h e m ,
S u r e l y  y o u  w i l l  s a y  t h i s
p r o v e r b  t o  M e ,  P h y s i c i a n ,  h e a l
y o u r s e l f !  W h a t  w e  h e a r d
h a p p e n i n g  i n  C a p e r n a u m ,  d o
h e r e  a l s o  i n  Y o u r  o w n  c o u n t r y .

L k  4 : 2 4  A n d  H e  s a i d ,  T r u l y  I
s a y  t o  y o u  t h a t  n o  p r o p h e t  i s
a c c e p t a b l e  i n  h i s  o w n  c o u n t r y .

L k  4 : 2 5  B u t  i n  t r u t h  I  s a y  t o
y o u ,  T h e r e  w e r e  m a n y  w i d o w s
i n  I s r a e l  i n  t h e  d a y s  o f  E l i j a h ,
w h e n  t h e  s k y  w a s  s h u t  u p  f o r
t h r e e  y e a r s  a n d  s i x  m o n t h s ,
w h e n  a  g r e a t  f a m i n e  c a m e
o v e r  a l l  t h e  l a n d ;
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L k  4 : 2 6  A n d  t o  n o n e  o f  t h e m
w a s  E l i j a h  s e n t ,  e x c e p t  t o
t h e  c i t y  o f  S a r e p t a  o f  S i d o n ,
t o  a  w o m a n  w h o  w a s  a
w i d o w .

L k  4 : 2 7  A n d  t h e r e  w e r e  m a n y
l e p e r s  i n  I s r a e l  d u r i n g  t h e
t i m e  o f  E l i s h a  t h e  p r o p h e t ,
a n d  n o n e  o f  t h e m  w e r e
c l e a n s e d ,  e x c e p t  N a a m a n  t h e
S y r i a n .

L k  4 : 2 8  A n d  a l l  i n  t h e
s y n a g o g u e  w e r e  f i l l e d  w i t h
a n g e r  w h e n  t h e y  h e a r d  t h e s e
t h i n g s ,

L k  4 : 2 9  A n d  t h e y  r o s e  u p  a n d
c a s t  H i m  o u t  o f  t h e  c i t y  a n d
l e d  H i m  t o  t h e  b r o w  o f  t h e
h i l l  o n  w h i c h  t h e i r  c i t y  w a s
b u i l t  s o  t h a t  t h e y  m i g h t
t h r o w  H i m  d o w n  t h e  c l i f f .

L k  4 : 3 0  B u t  H e ,  p a s s i n g
t h r o u g h  t h e i r  m i d s t ,  w e n t
a w a y .

L k  4 : 3 1 A n d  H e  c a m e  d o w n  t o
C a p e r n a u m ,  a  c i t y  o f  G a l i l e e .
A n d  H e  t a u g h t  t h e m  o n  t h e
S a b b a t h .

L k  4 : 3 2 A n d  t h e y  w e r e
a s t o u n d e d  a t  H i s  t e a c h i n g ,
b e c a u s e  H i s  w o r d  w a s  w i t h
a u t h o r i t y .

L k  4 : 3 3  A n d  i n  t h e  s y n a g o g u e
t h e r e  w a s  a  m a n  w h o  h a d  a
s p i r i t  o f  a n  u n c l e a n  d e m o n ,
a n d  h e  c r i e d  o u t  w i t h  a  l o u d
v o i c e ,

L k  4 : 3 4  A h !  W h a t  d o  w e  h a v e
t o  d o  w i t h  Y o u ,  J e s u s ,
N a z a r e n e ?  H a v e  Y o u  c o m e  t o
d e s t r o y  u s ?  I  k n o w  w h o  Y o u
a r e  —  t h e  H o l y  O n e  o f  G o d .

L k  4 : 3 5  A n d  J e s u s  r e b u k e d
h i m ,  s a y i n g ,  B e  q u i e t  a n d
c o m e  o u t  f r o m  h i m .  A n d
t h r o w i n g  h i m  d o w n  i n  t h e
m i d s t ,  t h e  d e m o n  c a m e  o u t
f r o m  h i m  w i t h o u t  h a r m i n g  h i m
a t  a l l .

L k  4 : 3 6  A n d  a m a z e m e n t  c a m e
u p o n  a l l ,  a n d  t h e y  s p o k e  t o
o n e  a n o t h e r ,  s a y i n g ,  W h a t  i s
t h i s  w o r d ?  F o r  w i t h  a u t h o r i t y
a n d  p o w e r  H e  o r d e r s  t h e
u n c l e a n  s p i r i t s ,  a n d  t h e y  c o m e
o u t .

L k  4 : 3 7  A n d  r e p o r t s  w e n t  o u t
c o n c e r n i n g  H i m  i n t o  e v e r y
p l a c e  o f  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g
r e g i o n .

L k  4 : 3 8  A n d  H e  r o s e  u p  a n d
w e n t  f r o m  t h e  s y n a g o g u e  a n d
e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  h o u s e  o f
S i m o n .  A n d  S i m o n ’ s  m o t h e r -
i n - l a w  w a s  s u f f e r i n g  w i t h  a
h i g h  f e v e r ,  a n d  t h e y  a s k e d
H i m  c o n c e r n i n g  h e r .
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L k  4 : 3 9  A n d  s t a n d i n g  o v e r
h e r ,  H e  r e b u k e d  t h e  f e v e r ,
a n d  i t  l e f t  h e r .  A n d  s h e
i n s t a n t l y  r o s e  u p  a n d  s e r v e d
t h e m .

L k  4 : 4 0  A n d  w h e n  t h e  s u n
w a s  s e t t i n g ,  a l l  t h o s e  w h o
h a d  a n y  t h a t  w e r e  s i c k  w i t h
v a r i o u s  d i s e a s e s  b r o u g h t
t h e m  t o  H i m ;  a n d  H e  l a i d  H i s
h a n d s  o n  e a c h  o n e  o f  t h e m
a n d  h e a l e d  t h e m .

L k  4 : 4 1  A n d  d e m o n s  a l s o
c a m e  o u t  f r o m  m a n y ,  c r y i n g
o u t  a n d  s a y i n g ,  Y o u  a r e  t h e
S o n  o f  G o d !  A n d  H e  r e b u k e d
t h e m  a n d  w o u l d  n o t  a l l o w
t h e m  t o  s p e a k ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y
k n e w  t h a t  H e  w a s  t h e  C h r i s t .

L k  4 : 4 2  A n d  w h e n  d a y  c a m e ,
H e  d e p a r t e d  a n d  w e n t  i n t o  a
d e s e r t e d  p l a c e .  A n d  t h e
c r o w d s  s o u g h t  H i m ,  a n d  t h e y
c a m e  u p  t o  H i m  a n d  t r i e d  t o
h o l d  o n  t o  H i m  s o  t h a t  H e
w o u l d  n o t  g o  a w a y  f r o m
t h e m .

L k  4 : 4 3  B u t  H e  s a i d  t o  t h e m ,
I  m u s t  a n n o u n c e  t h e  g o s p e l
o f  t h e  k i n g d o m  o f  G o d  t o  t h e
o t h e r  c i t i e s  a l s o ,  b e c a u s e  f o r
t h i s  I  w a s  s e n t .

L k  4 : 4 4  A n d  H e  p r e a c h e d  i n
t h e  s y n a g o g u e s  o f  J u d e a .
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