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T H E

T E A C H I N G
A P O S T L E S

A

Acts 2:41-42 Those then
who received his word were
baptized, and there were
added on that day about
three thousand souls. (42)
And they continued
steadfastly in the teaching
and the fellowship of the
apostles, in the breaking of
bread and the prayers.
1 Tim 1:3-4 Even as I
exhorted you, when I was
going into Macedonia, to
remain in Ephesus in order
that you might charge
certain ones not to teach
different things (4) Nor to
give heed to myths and
unending genealogies,
which produce
questionings rather than
God's economy, which is in
faith.

Here we see that the first group
of believers produced through
the apostles' preaching and
ministering of Christ on the day
of Pentecost continued
steadfastly in four things:
teaching, fellowship, breaking
of bread, and prayers. Teaching
is the unveiling of God's New

T H E

Testament economy concerning
Christ and the church.
Fellowship is the communion
and communication between
the believers in their
communion and
communication with God the
Father and Christ the Son.
Breaking of bread is the
remembrance of the Lord in His
accomplishment of God's full
redemption. Prayer is
cooperation with the Lord in
heaven for the carrying out of
God's New Testament economy
on earth. The first two matters,
teaching and fellowship,
conjoined by "and" to be one
group, are of the apostles...This
indicates that besides the
teaching and fellowship of the
apostles, the believers in Christ
should not have any other
teaching and fellowship. In
God's New Testament economy
there is only one kind of
teaching revealed and
recognized by God--the
teaching of the apostles.
Likewise, there is only one kind
of fellowship which is of God
and acceptable to Him--the
fellowship of the apostles,
which is with the Father and
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the Son Jesus Christ (1 John 1:3)
and which is the unique
fellowship of the unique
church, the Body of Christ.

Tim.] 4:1-3 are the seed, the
source, of the church's decline,
degradation, and deterioration
dealt with in 2 Timothy.

We have seen that the new
believers continued steadfastly
in the teaching of the apostles.
The only proper teaching in the
New Testament is the apostles'
teaching. Any teaching other
than the apostles' teaching is
not scriptural or orthodox. The
orthodox teaching is that of the
apostles recorded in the
twenty-seven books of the New
Testament from Matthew
through Revelation. To teach
differently is to teach
differently from the teaching of
the apostles. If we have
different teachings, we shall be
divided into different groups.
But if we have only the
teaching of the apostles, we
shall be one. To teach different
things was to teach myths,
unending genealogies, and the
law (vv. 7-8). All such teaching
was vain talking, differing from
the apostles' teaching, which
was centered on Christ and the
church, that is, on the economy
of God. Paul's Epistles are the
completion of the divine
revelation concerning God's
eternal purpose and economy
(Col. 1:25). His ministry
completes the revelation
concerning the all-inclusive
Christ and His universal Body,
the church as His fullness to
express Him. The different
teachings and the heresies in [1
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F R O M
T O T H
O F T
J

A

Acts 3:6, 8, 12-13 But Peter said,
Silver and gold I do not possess,
but what I have, this I give to you:
In the name of Jesus Christ the
Nazarene rise up and walk. (8) And
leaping up and about, he stood and
began to walk, and he entered
with them into the temple, walking
and leaping and praising God. (12)
And when Peter saw this, he
replied to the people, Men of
Israel, why are you marveling at
this?... (13) The God of Abraham
and Isaac and Jacob, the God of
our fathers, has glorified His
Servant Jesus, whom you delivered
up and denied in the presence of
Pilate, when he had decided to
release Him. (16) And upon faith in
His name, His name has made this
man strong....

Peter and John did a miracle,
and the people paid their
attention to it. But in his
speaking Peter turned the
attention of the people from the
miracle to a Person, to the Lord
Jesus. Although Peter and John
had performed a miracle, Peter
did not talk about the miracle.
Instead, he used the miracle as

M I R A C L E S
E P E R S O N
H E L O R D
E S U S

a basis to turn his audience to
Christ. He turned the people's
attention from the healing to the
Healer. Peter's message was based
on the miracle of the healing of
the lame man. However, it was
not Peter's burden to talk about
divine healing. Rather, his burden
was to propagate Christ. He was
burdened to speak forth Christ, to
speak out Christ. Peter's burden
was to speak Christ directly into
others so they may become
Christ's propagation to be His
living members in order that
Christ may have a Body on earth.
First, Peter said to the lame man,
"In the name of Jesus Christ the
Nazarene--walk!" Then in his
message he went on to say, "By
faith in His name, His name has
made this man strong, whom you
behold and know" (v. 16).
Therefore, Peter did not preach
divine healing or miracles; he
preached the Person of the Lord
Jesus Christ.
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F U N B I B L E
F A C T S

1. The major religions (Christianity, Judaism, Islam) follow
the Old Testament.
2. William Tyndale is the first man to print the Bible in the
English version and was burned for it.
3. The Great Bible of 1539 is the first official Bible printed
in English. From then on, King Henry VIII of England
ordered that the Bible should be read aloud during the
church services in all Churches of England.
4. China leads the world in Bible production. The Amity
Printing Company in Nanjing, China, continues to
produce Bibles year after year. China is currently the
biggest producer of Bibles in the world with over 600
employees.
5. The first Bibles did not have verses. The first Bibles can
be hard to memorize because it is not organized into
verses. The Geneva Bible was the first Bible to have
numbered verses.
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JONATHAN
EDWARDS EXPECTS
JOY IN THE
CHRISTIAN LIFE

A DOUR, KILLJOY PURITAN.
This is the image many have
of Jonathan Edwards. After
all, he’s that fellow who
preached “Sinners in the
Hands of an Angry God,”
hanging his listeners over
hell by a slender thread,
right?
His portrait seems to bear
out the judgment. The
Joseph Badger painting of
Edwards depicts a man
deeply somber, even severeas if he has never enjoyed a
summer day or a chocolate
bar.
Edwards, however, enjoyed
not only summer days and
chocolate, but also, above
all, the Christian life itself.
He insisted that believers
should expect joy from their
religion.
"It would be worth the while
to be religious,” he preached
in one of his favorite
sermons, on Proverbs 24:13–

14, “if it were only for the
pleasantness of it.”
Christianity, he argued,
brings a new and delightful
harmony to social
relationships. It “begets love
and peace, good will one
towards another, brotherly
kindness, mutual
benevolence, bounty and a
feeling of each other’s
welfare.” It “sweetens” the
fellowship of those who
believe, and makes people
“delight in each other.”
Edwards also taught that the
Christian gains a new
pleasure in the things of
religion. He remembered how
his own conversion, in the
Spring of 1721, had given him
an inward, “sweet” sense both
of Christ and of the way of
salvation.
"My soul,” he reminisced,
“was led away in pleasant
views and contemplations of
them. And my mind was
greatly engaged, to spend my
time in reading and
meditating on Christ; and the
beauty and excellency of his
person, and the lovely way of
salvation, by free grace in
him.”
In these contemplations he
experienced “a calm, sweet
abstraction of soul from all
the concerns of this world.”
No mere intellectual,
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abstracted pleasure, this was
the delight of intimacy—"a
kind of vision . . . of being
alone in the mountains, or
some solitary wilderness, . . .
sweetly conversing with
Christ, and wrapt and
swallowed up in God.”
Edwards devoted most of his
life to helping others
experience this intimate joy.
He liked to say that “true
religion” is first and foremost
an affair of the heart, in
which God reaches down to
us and reorients our souls. In
fact, for Edwards, the most
important thing God does in
regeneration is to turn our
hearts around, transforming
our affections, and causing us
to love His will and take
delight in pursuing His ways.

Thus, to put it bluntly, the
call of salvation is a call to
personal happiness. The love
of God and human self-love
go hand in hand. In the
famous words of Augustine’s
Confessions, “you arouse [us]
to take joy in praising you, for
you have made us for yourself,
and our heart is restless until
it rests in you.”

Given that God Himself is the
source of all that is good, true
and beautiful, Edwards
believed that our deepest
longings find their fulfillment
in things divine.
And what is that highest
good? Quite simply, a loving
union with God. The self-when
its affections are rightly
ordered by God’s Spirit—finds
satisfaction, personal
fulfillment, and
unprecedented joy in a
biblical love of God and
neighbor.

Portrait of Jonathan Edwards by Joseph Badger
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A H Y M N A D A Y K E E P S
Y O U H U M M I N G A L L T H E
W A Y
A PERSON OF LIFE

1
When I first believed, and His life I received,
The seed was sown into me.
Now this seed must grow, and this zoe life flow
4
As on to maturity.
When these virtues show others surely will know
The beauty of life will shine,
CHORUS
And the gospel word of life will be heard
Am I a person of life?
Bringing many to know life divine!
Do I experience life?
Does my living bear the issues of life?
Good trees bear good fruit;
Healthy plant, healthy root;
Oh Lord! The ground in my heart!

5
Lord grant me today, a new start in this way.
A person of life I would be—
Just expressing You in all that I do.
Oh may this life flow out of me!

2
We know that life’s seed is growing indeed
When fruits of life are expressed
Such as virtues of joy, peace, faithfulness, love.
Does my daily life pass the test?

https://soundcloud.com/ben-sandlin/a-person-of-life
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L U K E

7

WEEKLY BIBLE CHAPTER READS

Lk 7:1 After He completed all
His words in the hearing of
the people, He entered into
Capernaum.
Lk 7:2 And a certain
centurion’s slave, who was
highly valued by him, was ill
and about to die.
Lk 7:3 And when he heard
about Jesus, he sent to Him
some elders of the Jews,
requesting that He would
come and completely heal
his slave.
Lk 7:4 And when they came
to Jesus, they entreated Him
earnestly, saying, He is
worthy of Your granting this
to him,
Lk 7:5 For he loves our
nation, and he himself built
the synagogue for us.

Lk 7:6 And Jesus went with
them. But already, when He
was not far from the house,
the centurion sent friends,
saying to Him, Lord, do not
trouble Yourself, for I am
not fit for You to enter
under my roof;
Lk 7:7 Therefore, I did not
count even myself worthy to
come to You. But speak a
word, and let my servant be
healed.
Lk 7:8 For I also am a man
set under authority, having
soldiers under me. And I say
to this one, Go, and he goes;
and to another, Come, and
he comes; and to my slave,
Do this, and he does it.
Lk 7:9 And when Jesus heard
these things, He marveled at
him, and turning to the
crowd following Him, He
said, I say to you, Not even
in Israel have I found such
great faith.
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Lk 7:10 And when those who
had been sent returned to
the house, they found the
slave in good health.

Lk 7:17 And this report
concerning Him went out in
the whole of Judea and in all
the surrounding region.

Lk 7:11 And soon afterward
He went into a city called
Nain, and His disciples went
with Him, as well as a large
crowd.

Lk 7:18 And John’s disciples
reported to him concerning all
these things.

Lk 7:12 And as He came near
the gate of the city, behold,
one who had died was being
carried out, an only son of
his mother, and she was a
widow; and a considerable
crowd from the city was with
her.
Lk 7:13 And when the Lord
saw her, He was moved with
compassion for her and said
to her, Do not weep.
Lk 7:14 And He came near
and touched the bier, and
those carrying it stood still.
And He said, Young man, to
you I say, Arise.
Lk 7:15 And the dead man sat
up and began to speak. And
He gave him to his mother.
Lk 7:16And fear took hold of
all, and they glorified God,
saying, A great prophet has
been raised up among us,
and, God has visited His
people!

Lk 7:19 And John called a
certain two of his disciples to
him and sent them to the
Lord, saying, Are You the
Coming One, or should we
expect another?
Lk 7:20 And the men came to
Him and said, John the Baptist
sent us to You, saying, Are
You the Coming One, or
should we expect another?
Lk 7:21 In that hour He healed
many from diseases and
afflictions and evil spirits, and
to many who were blind He
graciously gave sight.
Lk 7:22 And He answered and
said to them, Go and report to
John what you have seen and
heard: the blind receive their
sight, the lame walk, the
lepers are cleansed and the
deaf hear, the dead are raised,
the poor have the gospel
announced to them.
Lk 7:23 And blessed is he who
is not stumbled because of
Me.
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Lk 7:24 And when the
messengers of John went
away, He began to say to the
crowds concerning John,
What did you go out into the
wilderness to look at? A reed
shaken by the wind?
Lk 7:25 But what did you go
out to see? A man arrayed in
soft garments? Behold,
those who live in splendid
apparel and luxury are in
royal palaces.
Lk 7:26 But what did you go
out to see? A prophet? Yes, I
say to you, and much more
than a prophet.
Lk 7:27 This is he concerning
whom it is written, “Behold,
I send My messenger before
Your face, who will prepare
Your way before You.”
Lk 7:28 I say to you, Among
those born of women there
is no one greater than John,
yet he who is least in the
kingdom of God is greater
than he.
Lk 7:29 And when all the
people and the tax collectors
heard this, they
acknowledged that God was
righteous, since they had
been baptized with the
baptism of John.

Lk 7:30 But the Pharisees and
the lawyers rejected the
counsel of God for themselves
since they had not been
baptized by him.
Lk 7:31And Jesus said, To what
then shall I liken the men of
this generation, and what are
they like?
Lk 7:32They are like little
children sitting in the
marketplace and calling to
one another, who say, We
have played the flute to you,
and you did not dance; we
have sung a dirge, and you did
not weep.
Lk 7:33For John the Baptist
has come neither eating bread
nor drinking wine, and you
say, He has a demon.
Lk 7:34The Son of Man has
come eating and drinking, and
you say, Behold, a gluttonous
man and a drunkard, a friend
of tax collectors and sinners.
Lk 7:35Yet wisdom is justified
by all her children.
Lk 7:36 Now a certain one of
the Pharisees asked Him to
eat with him. And He entered
into the Pharisee’s house and
reclined at table.
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Lk 7:37 And behold, there
was a woman in the city who
was a sinner, and when she
learned that He was
reclining at table in the
Pharisee’s house, she
brought an alabaster flask of
ointment.
Lk 7:38 And she stood
behind Him at His feet
weeping and began to wet
His feet with her tears and
wiped them with the hair of
her head, and she kissed His
feet affectionately and
anointed them with the
ointment.
Lk 7:39 But when the
Pharisee who had invited
Him saw this, he said within
himself, This man, if He were
a prophet, would know who
and what sort of woman this
is who is touching Him,
because she is a sinner.
Lk 7:40 And Jesus answered
and said to him, Simon, I
have something to say to
you. And he said, Teacher,
say it.
Lk 7:41 A certain
moneylender had two
debtors: one owed five
hundred denarii and the
other fifty.

Lk 7:42 But since they had
nothing with which to repay,
he graciously forgave them
both. Which of them therefore
will love him more?
Lk 7:43 Simon answered and
said, I suppose the one whom
he graciously forgave the
more. And He said to him, You
have judged correctly.
Lk 7:44 And turning to the
woman, He said to Simon, Do
you see this woman? I entered
into your house; you did not
give Me water for My feet, but
she, with her tears, has wet
My feet and with her hair has
wiped them.
Lk 7:45 You did not give Me a
kiss, but she, from the time I
entered, has not stopped
kissing My feet affectionately.
Lk 7:46 You did not anoint My
head with oil, but she has
anointed My feet with
ointment.
Lk 7:47 For this reason I say to
you, Her sins which are many
are forgiven, because she
loved much; but to whom
little is forgiven, he loves
little.
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Lk 7:48 And He said to her,
Your sins are forgiven.
Lk 7:49 And those who were
reclining at table with Him
began to say within
themselves, Who is this who
even forgives sins?
Lk 7:50 But He said to the
woman, Your faith has saved
you. Go in peace.
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