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P

D I E D  T O  S I N S ,  L I V E  T O

R I G H T E O U S N E S S

1 P e t  2 : 2 4  W h o  [ C h r i s t ]
H i m s e l f  b o r e  u p  o u r  s i n s  i n
H i s  b o d y  o n  t h e  t r e e ,  i n
o r d e r  t h a t  w e ,  h a v i n g  d i e d
t o  s i n s ,  m i g h t  l i v e  t o
r i g h t e o u s n e s s ;  b y  w h o s e
b r u i s e  y o u  w e r e  h e a l e d .

R o m  6 : 1 1  S o  a l s o  y o u ,
r e c k o n  y o u r s e l v e s  t o  b e
d e a d  t o  s i n ,  b u t  l i v i n g  t o
G o d  i n  C h r i s t  J e s u s .  

R o m  6 : 1 3  N e i t h e r  p r e s e n t
y o u r  m e m b e r s  a s  w e a p o n s
o f  u n r i g h t e o u s n e s s  t o  s i n ,
b u t  p r e s e n t  y o u r s e l v e s  t o
G o d  a s  a l i v e  f r o m  t h e  d e a d ,
a n d  y o u r  m e m b e r s  a s
w e a p o n s  o f  r i g h t e o u s n e s s
t o  G o d .

to  dea th .  No  mat te r  how  many

s in s  a  per son  may  commi t ,  once

he  has  d ied ,  dea th  sepa ra te s

h im  f r om  s in s .  Pete r  speaks  o f

be ing  away  f r om  s in s ;  Pau l

speaks  o f  the  one  who  has  d ied

be ing  f r ee  f r om  s in .  Th rough

Chr i s t ' s  dea th  we  can  be  kept

away  f r om  s in s  so  tha t  we  may

l i ve  to  r i gh teousnes s .

Apparen t l y ,  be ing  kept  away

f rom  s in  t e rmina te s  us ;  ac tua l l y ,

i t  en l i vens  us  so  tha t  we  may

l i ve  to  r i gh teousnes s .  As  we

have  po in ted  out ,  by  Chr i s t ' s

b ru i se  we  have  been  hea led .

Th i s  means  tha t  Hi s  dea th  hea l s

ou r  dea th .  Ve r se  24  i nd i ca te s

tha t ,  as  f a l l en  human  be ings ,

we  were  dead  and  f u l l  o f  s in s .

But  Chr i s t  put  our  s in s  upon

H imse l f  and  ca r r i ed  them  up

onto  the  t r ee ,  the  c ro s s ,  where

He  su f f e red  God ' s  r i gh teous

judgment  f o r  a l l  our  s in s .

Chr i s t ' s  dea th  on  the  c ro s s  was

a  bru i se ,  and  tha t  bru i se ,  tha t

dea th ,  has  hea led  our  dea th .

Now  we  have  become  a l i ve .  On

the  one  hand ,  Chr i s t ' s  bru i se

tha t  hea l s  us  keeps  us  away

f rom  s in s  th rough  Hi s  dea th ;  on

the  othe r ,  hand  th i s  hea l ing

en l i vens  us  so  tha t  we  may  l i v e

to  r i gh teousnes s . 3

We  have  po in ted  out  tha t  the

phra se  "hav ing  d ied  to  s in s "

l i t e r a l l y  means  be ing  away  f r om

s in s .  When  Chr i s t  ca r r i ed  up  our

s in s  onto  the  c ro s s  and  d ied ,

tha t  dea th  accompl i shed  many

th ings .  The  dea th  o f  Chr i s t

t e rmina ted  us ,  and  th i s

t e rmina t i on  can  keep  us  away

f rom  s in .  The  bes t  way  f o r

peop le  to  be  kept  f r om  s in s  o r

f rom  s in  i s  f o r  them  to  be  put  
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Acco rd ing  to  our  dead ,  f a l l en

na tu re ,  our  i n ten t i on  i s  toward

s in s .  But  now  tha t  Chr i s t  has

d ied  to  hea l  our  dea th  and  to

make  us  a l i ve ,  we  have  a

d i f f e ren t  i n ten t i on .  Because  o f

the  l i f e  o f  Chr i s t  wi th in  us ,  we

l i ve  a lways  wi th  the  i n ten t i on

toward  r i gh teousnes s ,  the

inc l i na t i on  toward

r igh teousnes s .  Th i s  i s  our

Sav io r ,  the  One  who  d ied  on  the

c ro s s  to  t e rmina te  us  and  to

hea l  our  dea th  wound .  The

sub jec t i ve  aspec t  o f  the  c ro s s

cont inues  i n  our  expe r i ence

today  by  the  Sp i r i t .  The  l i f e -

g i v ing  Sp i r i t  i s  work ing  wi th in

us  cont inua l l y  to  ca r r y  out  the

sub jec t i ve  aspec t  o f  Chr i s t ' s

c ro s s  i n  our  be ing .  Da i l y  we  a re

unde rgo ing  the  i nwa rd  work ing

o f  the  c ro s s  o f  Chr i s t ,  and  da i l y

we  a re  be ing  made  a l i ve  so  tha t

we  may  l i v e  to  r i gh teousnes s .

The re fo re ,  i t  i s  not  d i f f i cu l t  to

ove rcome  s in s ,  because  th rough

Chr i s t ' s  dea th  we  a re  be ing

kept  away  f r om  s in s .  Hi s  dea th

has  drawn  a  sepa ra t ing  l i ne

be tween  us  and  s in s .  Be ing

kept  away  f r om  s in s ,  now  we

are  a l i ve .  The re  i s  no  need  f o r

u s  to  s t r i ve  o r  to  t r y  to  ene rg i ze

ou r se l ve s .  We  s imp l y  l i v e ,  and

th i s  l i v i ng  a lways  has  an

inc l i na t i on  toward

r igh teousnes s .  Th i s  i s  the

expe r i ence  o f  our  Sav io r  sav ing

us  da i l y .  Th i s  unde r s tand ing  o f

Pe te r ' s  word  i s  acco rd ing  to  our

expe r i ence .  We  shou ld  not  have

on l y  the  ob jec t i ve  c ro s s ,  but  the

sub jec t i ve  c ro s s  as  wel l .  The

ob jec t i ve  c ro s s  needs  to  

become  sub jec t i ve  to  us  i n  our

expe r i ence .  Th i s  depends  upon

the  work ing  o f  the  l i f e -g i v ing

Sp i r i t  wi th in  us .  When  we  ca l l

on  the  name  o f  the  Lo rd  and

have  f e l l owsh ip  wi th  Him ,  the

l i f e -  g i v ing  Sp i r i t  ope ra te s

w i th in  us .  Spontaneous l y  we

expe r i ence  the  sub jec t i ve

work ing  o f  the  c ro s s  to  make  a

sepa ra t i on  between  us  and  s in s

so  tha t  we  automat i ca l l y  l i v e  to

r i gh teousnes s .



P
our  hea r t s .  I f  we  a l l ow  the  Lo rd  to

be  the  Lo rd  i n  our  hea r t s  when  we

su f f e r  per secu t i on ,  we  sha l l

e xp re s s  Him .  Th i s  exp re s s i on

spontaneous l y  wi l l  sanc t i f y  Chr i s t

and  se t  Him  apa r t  f r om  i do l s .  I f

we  a re  t im id  and  f ea r fu l  when

su f f e r ing  per secu t i on ,  the  Lo rd

w i l l  not  be  sanc t i f i ed  i n  us .  What

a  shame  tha t  wou ld  be  to  Him !  I t

w i l l  appea r  as  i f  we  do  not  have

the  Lo rd  i n  our  hea r t s .  Wheneve r

we  su f f e r  per secu t i on ,  othe r s

mus t  r ea l i ze  tha t  we  have  Chr i s t

w i th in  us  as  Lo rd .  But  i f  we  a re

t im id  and  f ea r fu l ,  othe r s  wi l l

th ink  tha t  we  do  not  have

any th ing  wi th in  us .  They  wi l l  have

the  impres s i on  tha t  we  do  not

have  the  l i v i ng  Lo rd  i n  us .  But  i f

we  a re  bo ld ,  sanc t i f y ing  the  Lo rd

in  our  hea r t s  and  exp re s s ing  Him

in  our  f ace s ,  othe r s  wi l l  r ea l i ze

tha t  we  do  have  someth ing  wi th in

us .  Th i s  i s  to  sanc t i f y  Chr i s t  as

Lo rd  i n  our  hea r t s .

I n  su f f e r ings  tha t  come  f r om

oppos i t i on  and  per secu t i on ,  we

shou ld  sanc t i f y  Chr i s t  as  Lo rd  i n

ou r  hea r t s .  The  word  " sanc t i f y "

i n  Greek  means  to  se t  apa r t ,  to

sepa ra te  f r om  th ings  tha t  a re

common .  Th i s  i s  to  make

someth ing  pa r t i cu l a r  and  even

out s tand ing .  I n  our  su f f e r ing  o f

pe r secu t i on ,  we  shou ld  make

Chr i s t  pa r t i cu l a r ;  we  shou ld

show  tha t  He  i s  magn i f i cen t ,

abso lu te l y  d i f f e ren t  f r om  i do l s .

Sanc t i f y ing  Chr i s t  as  Lo rd  i n  our

hea r t s  i s  not  a  mat te r  o f

ou twa rd  ac t i v i t y  to  se t  Him

apar t  f r om  what  i s  common .  I t  i s

an  i nwa rd  mat te r .  To  sanc t i f y

Ch r i s t  as  Lo rd  i n  our  hea r t s

means  tha t  when  we  a re  unde r

pe r secu t i on ,  we  have  the  Lo rd  i n  

E X P R E S S I N G  T H E

L O R D  I N

P E R S E C U T I O N
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1 P e t  3 :  1 4 - 1 5  B u t  e v e n  i f  y o u  s u f f e r
b e c a u s e  o f  r i g h t e o u s n e s s ,  y o u  a r e
b l e s s e d .  A n d  d o  n o t  b e  a f r a i d  w i t h
f e a r  f r o m  t h e m ,  n o r  b e  t r o u b l e d ,  1 5
B u t  s a n c t i f y  C h r i s t  a s  L o r d  i n  y o u r
h e a r t s ,  b e i n g  a l w a y s  r e a d y  f o r  a
d e f e n s e  t o  e v e r y o n e  w h o  a s k s  o f
y o u  a n  a c c o u n t  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e
h o p e  w h i c h  i s  i n  y o u ,



t r ad i t i ona l l y  been  t aught  to

be  the  summary  o f  the

apos t l e  Pete r ' s  t each ings

wr i t t en  by  John  Mark ,  a

cous in  o f  Barnabas

(Co lo s s i ans  4 :3 ) ,  who  se r ved

both  Pau l  and  Pete r  i n  the i r

m in i s t r i e s .

An  as soc i a te  o f  the  apos t l e

Pau l ,  the  autho r  o f  Luke  was

a l so  a  medica l  doc to r  and

the  autho r  o f  Act s .  Luke  was

a l so  the  on l y  Gent i l e  (non -

Jew )  who  wrote  a  Gospe l ,

mak ing  i t  o f  spec i a l

impor tance  i n  evange l i sm

and  d i sc ip l e sh ip  i n  the

Gent i l e  wor ld .  Rathe r  than

the  account  o f  one  per son ,

Luke  c lea r l y  noted  h i s  use  o f

many  eyew i tnes s  account s  i n

h i s  work :  " I na smuch  as  many

have  unde r taken  to  compi l e

a  na r ra t i ve  o f  the  th ings  tha t

have  been  accompl i shed

among  us ,  j u s t  as  those  who

f rom  the  beg inn ing  were

eyew i tnes se s  and  min i s te r s

o f  the  word  have  de l i ve red

them  to  us ,  i t  seemed  good

to  me  a l so ,  hav ing  f o l l owed

a l l  th ings  c lo se l y  f o r  some

t ime  pas t ,  to  wr i te  an  o rde r l y

account  f o r  you ,  most

exce l l en t  Theoph i lu s ,  tha t

you  may  have  ce r ta in t y

conce rn ing  the  th ings  you

have  been  t aught "  (Luke  1 : 1 -

4 ) .  Luke ' s  Gospe l  f ocuses  on

ve r i f i ab le  h i s to r i ca l  ev idence

and  demons t ra te s  the

ra t i ona l i t y  o f  the  Chr i s t i an

fa i th  f o r  Gent i l e s  

WHY ARE THERE

FOUR GOSPELS

INSTEAD OF ONE?
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Many  have  asked  why  the re

a re  f ou r  Gospe l s  i n  the  New

Tes tament  i n s tead  o f  j u s t

one .  Though  many  o f  the

same  event s  a re  r eco rded  i n

each  Gospe l ,  each  autho r

wro te  to  a  d i f f e ren t  aud ience

and  emphas i zed  a  d i f f e ren t

a spec t  o f  Je sus '  l i f e .

Mat thew  was  wr i t t en  as  a

Gospe l  pr imar i l y  f o r  the

Jew i sh  peop le  to  prove  tha t

Je sus  i s  the  l ong -expec ted

Mess i ah .  I t s  autho r ,  Mat thew ,

began  wi th  the  f ami l y  l i ne  o f

Je sus ,  not ing  Hi s  f u l f i l lment

o f  mess i an i c  prophecy  as

be ing  f r om  the  t r ibe  o f

Judah ,  f ami l y  o f  Dav id ,  and

H i s  b i r th  i n  the  c i t y  o f

Be th lehem .  More  than  any

o the r  Gospe l ,  Mat thew

quotes  the  Hebrew  Old

Tes tament  to  demons t ra te

how  Je sus  f u l f i l l ed  the  words

o f  the  prophet s .

Mark  i s  the  sho r te s t  Gospe l

and  l i ke l y  the  f i r s t  wr i t t en

Gospe l  produced .  I t  has  
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unconce rned  wi th  Jew i sh

mess i an i c  prophecy .

John  was  l i ke l y  the  l a s t  o f  the

fou r  Gospe l s  to  be  wr i t t en

and  was  done  so  by  the

apos t l e  John .  He  i nc luded

many  event s  not  i n  the  othe r

th ree  Gospe l s  as  wel l  as  l e f t

ou t  many  event s  a l r eady

ment ioned  i n  Mat thew ,  Mark ,

o r  Luke .  John ' s  goa l  was

c lea r l y  to  wr i te  i n  o rde r  to

he lp  l ead  peop le  to  f a i th  i n

Ch r i s t :  "Now  Je sus  d id  many

othe r  s i gns  i n  the  presence  o f

the  d i sc ip l e s ,  which  a re  not

wr i t t en  i n  th i s  book ;  but  these

a re  wr i t t en  so  tha t  you  may

be l i e ve  tha t  Je sus  i s  the

Chr i s t ,  the  Son  o f  God ,  and

tha t  by  be l i e v ing  you  may

have  l i f e  i n  h i s  name "  ( John

20 :30 -3 1 ) .

Taken  toge the r ,  the  f ou r

pe r spec t i ve s  prov ided  i n  the

fou r  Gospe l s  prov ide  a  more

comple te  p ic tu re  o f  the

pe r son ,  t each ings ,  mirac le s ,

and  l i f e  o f  Je sus  Chr i s t .  I n

add i t i on ,  the  mul t ip l e

a t te s ta t i ons  o f  these  account s

f rom  ve r y  ea r l y  sou rces

p rov ide  s t ronge r  ev idence  f o r

the  t ru th fu lnes s  o f  the i r

c l a ims .  Fo r  example ,  each  o f

these  f ou r  books  was  l i ke l y

wr i t t en  i n  d i f f e ren t  l oca t i ons

and  a t  d i f f e ren t  t imes ,  i n

add i t i on  to  be ing  autho red  by

fou r  d i f f e ren t  i nd i v idua l s .

Whi le  they  somet imes  r eco rd

the  same  event s  wi th  

d i f f e ren t  deta i l s ,  the i r

message  i s  cons i s t en t ,

i nd i ca t ing  a  l e ve l  o f

t ru th fu lnes s  and  accu racy

tha t  s t r eng thens  the i r

t e s t imony .  These  f ou r  Gospe l s

u l t imate l y  prov ide  one  c lea r

message  tha t  Je sus  i s  the  one ,

t rue ,  per fec t ,  d i v ine  Son  o f

God .
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1
I once was dead—dead in my sins;

Behaved myself in lust of flesh.
By nature such a child of wrath,

Even as the rest.
 

2 
But God being so merciful

Because of His great love to me
Enlivened me I’m now in Christ

Seated in the heavenlies.
 

3
But that’s not all! I’m with the saints.
Together we’re His workmanship,
His masterpiece expressing Him

In the heavens and on earth.
 

  A  H Y M N  A  D A Y  K E E P S

Y O U  H U M M I N G  A L L  T H E

W A Y
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i ONCE WAS DEAD - DEAD IN MY SINS

https://soundcloud.com/hymnstream/i-once-was-dead?
utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing

4
I was once apart from Christ, you know;

Alien from the wealth of Israel;
Not a hope—not even one to tell,

Without God in the world.
 

5
Now in Christ He has become my peace;

By the blood of Christ I am released.
I am one with all the saints, since He’s

Broken down the middle wall.
 

6
He has died creating one new man.

Thus fulfilling God’s eternal plan.
With all saints together, let us stand,
Shout and sing and praise the Lord!

1-3 can be sung simultaneously with 4-6



MONDAY :  MATTHEW  1

h t tps : / / t ex t . r ecove r y ve r s i on .b ib le /40_Mat thew_ 1 .htm

TUESDAY :  MATTHEW  2

ht tps : / / t ex t . r ecove r y ve r s i on .b ib le /40_Mat thew_2 .htm#Mat2

WEDNESDAY :  MATTHEW  3

h t tps : / / t ex t . r ecove r y ve r s i on .b ib le /40_Mat thew_3 .htm#Mat3

THURSDAY :  MATTHEW  4

ht tps : / / t ex t . r ecove r y ve r s i on .b ib le /40_Mat thew_4 .htm#Mat4

FR IDAY :  MATTHEW  5

ht tps : / / t ex t . r ecove r y ve r s i on .b ib le /40_Mat thew_5 .htm#Mat5

B I B L E  C H A L L E N G E

G O A L :  T O  R E A D  T H E  E N T I R E  N E W  T E S T A M E N T  I N  O N E  Y E A R

 

5  C H A P T E R S  A  W E E K
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