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C

T H E  N E W  M A N  I S  B E I N G

R E N E W E D

C o l  3 : 1 0  A n d  h a v e  p u t  o n
t h e  n e w  m a n ,  w h i c h  i s
b e i n g  r e n e w e d  u n t o  f u l l
k n o w l e d g e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e
i m a g e  o f  H i m  w h o  c r e a t e d
h i m ,  
E p h  4 : 2 4  A n d  p u t  o n  t h e
n e w  m a n ,  w h i c h  w a s
c r e a t e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  G o d  i n
r i g h t e o u s n e s s  a n d  h o l i n e s s
o f  t h e  r e a l i t y .

c rea ted .  Be fo re  the  new  man

was  c rea ted  i n  our  sp i r i t  i n

re su r rec t i on ,  we  d id  not  have

the  Sp i r i t  o f  God  o r  the  l i f e  o f

God  wi th in  us .  A l though  we  had

a  sp i r i t ,  our  sp i r i t  d id  not

conta in  the  d i v ine  l i f e .  But  a t

the  t ime  the  new  c rea t i on  took

p lace  i n  our  sp i r i t  i n

re su r rec t i on ,  the  Ho l y  Sp i r i t

w i th  the  d i v ine  l i f e  was  added

in to  our  be ing .  Th i s  add i t i on  o f

the  Sp i r i t  and  the  d i v ine  l i f e  to

ou r  sp i r i t  produced  a  new

be ing ,  the  new  man .  Fo r  th i s

r ea son  we  can  say  tha t  i n  our

sp i r i t  the  new  man  has  been

c rea ted .  I n  Co lo s s i ans  Pau l  uses

the  phrase  " f u l l  knowledge "

th ree  t imes  ( 1 : 10 ;  2 :2 ;  3 : 10 ) .  The

prob lem  wi th  the  Co lo s s i ans

was  tha t  they  had  the  wrong

k ind  o f  knowledge .  They  had

taken  i n  ph i l o soph ie s  tha t  were

not  acco rd ing  to  Chr i s t .  Now  i n

3 : 10  he  speaks  o f  f u l l  knowledge

acco rd ing  to  the  image ,  the

exp re s s i on ,  the  f u l l ne s s ,  o f  God .

Conce rn ing  the  new  man ,  our

mind  needs  to  be  r enewed  unto

such  a  f u l l  knowledge

acco rd ing  to  the  Chr i s t  who  i s

the  exp re s s i on  o f  the  i n v i s ib l e

God .  Our  mind  needs  to  be

renewed  to  such  an  ex ten t  tha t  3

I n  Ephes i ans  2  we  a re  to ld  tha t

the  new  man  was  c rea ted ,  but

in  Co lo s s i ans  3 : 10  we  a re  to ld

tha t  the  new  man  i s  be ing

renewed  unto  f u l l  knowledge

acco rd ing  to  the  image  o f  Him

who  c rea ted  h im .  A l though

Ephes i ans  and  Co lo s s i ans  a re

s i s t e r  books ,  what  they  say

conce rn ing  the  new  man  i s  not

exac t l y  the  same .  How  can  we

say  tha t ,  on  the  one  hand ,  the

new  man  i s  c rea ted  and  tha t ,

on  the  othe r  hand ,  the  new

man  i s  r enewed ?  Because  we

who  be long  to  the  o ld  c rea t i on

were  i n vo l ved  i n  the  c rea t i on  o f

the  new  man ,  he  needs  to  be

renewed .  Th i s  r enew ing  t akes

p lace  main l y  i n  our  mind ,  as

ind i ca ted  by  the  phrase  "unto

fu l l  knowledge . "  I n  our  sp i r i t

the  new  man  has  a l r eady  been  
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we  have  a  c lea r  v i ew  o f  Chr i s t

a s  the  image  o f  God .  Few

Chr i s t i ans  have  a  prope r

unde r s tand ing  o f  the  Chr i s t

unve i l ed  i n  the  book  o f

Co lo s s i ans .  The i r  minds  have

not  been  r enewed  unto  such  a

fu l l  knowledge  o f  Him .  As  a

re su l t ,  many  Chr i s t i ans  today

have  been  mis led ,  de luded ,  and

de f rauded ,  j u s t  as  the

Co lo s s i ans  were .  (c )  2007  L i v ing

S t ream  Min i s t r y .



C
grea te r  apprec i a t i on  f o r  the  r i ng .

Eventua l l y ,  he  wi l l  want  to  keep

the  r i ng  and  th row  the  box  away .

Love  i s  a  mat te r  o f  the  emot ion ,

and  the  emot ion  i s  r e l a ted  to  the

unde r s tand ing  we  have  i n  the

mind .  I f  we  have  l i t t l e

unde r s tand ing  o f  a  ce r ta in  th ing ,

we  sha l l  not  have  much

apprec i a t i on  o f  i t .  Th i s  wi l l  make

i t  imposs ib l e  f o r  us  to  l o ve  tha t

th ing .  But  when  our  mind

conce rn ing  tha t  th ing  i s  r enewed ,

our  emot ion  wi th  i t s  l o ve  wi l l  be

renewed  a l so .  When  the  mind  i s

r enewed ,  the  emot ion  i s

spontaneous l y  r enewed  as  wel l .

Our  expe r i ence  con f i rms  th i s .

Both  i n  sp i r i tua l  expe r i ence  and

in  human  expe r i ence ,  the  mind

a f f ec t s  the  emot ion ,  and  the

emot ion  a f f ec t s  the  wi l l .  We  need

to  be  r enewed  i n  our  mind  i n

o rde r  to  have  a  prope r  l o ve  f o r

the  Lo rd  i n  our  emot ion .  Many

sa in t s  a re  co ld  toward  the  Lo rd

because  i n  the i r  minds  they  do

not  have  much  knowledge  o f  Him .

The  more  we  have  the  knowledge

o f  the  a l l - i nc lu s i ve  Chr i s t ,  the

more  we  sha l l  apprec i a te  Him  and

love  Him .  (c )  2007  LSM

In  Ephes i ans  we  see  tha t  the

new  man  was  c rea ted  i n  our

sp i r i t  wi th  the  e lement s  o f  the

d i v ine  l i f e  and  the  Ho l y  Sp i r i t .

These  e lement s  have  been

added  i n to  our  be ing  to  produce

a  new  c rea t i on .  I n  Co lo s s i ans ,

howeve r ,  the  new  man  i s  be ing

renewed  i n  our  minds  unto  f u l l

knowledge  acco rd ing  to  Chr i s t

a s  the  image  o f  God .  When  our

mind  i s  f i l l ed  wi th  the

knowledge  o f  the  a l l - i nc lu s i ve

Chr i s t ,  our  emot ion  wi l l  be

in f luenced .  Th i s  wi l l  cause  us  to

have  a  grea te r  apprec i a t i on  o f

the  Lo rd  Je sus .  Fo r  example ,  a

ch i ld  may  have  a  grea te r

apprec i a t i on  f o r  a  ve l ve t  box

than  f o r  the  d iamond  r i ng  i n  the

box .  I n  the  ch i ld ' s  mind  the re  i s

no  knowledge  o f  the  va lue  o f

the  d iamond  r i ng .  But  as  the

ch i ld  grows ,  he  wi l l  have  a

T H E  K N O W L E D G E

O F  C H R I S T

L E A D S  U S  T O

L O V E  H I M
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C o l  3 : 1 0  A n d  h a v e  p u t  o n  t h e  n e w
m a n ,  w h i c h  i s  b e i n g  r e n e w e d  u n t o
f u l l  k n o w l e d g e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e
i m a g e  o f  H i m  w h o  c r e a t e d  h i m ,

E p h  4 : 2 4  A n d  p u t  o n  t h e  n e w  m a n ,
w h i c h  w a s  c r e a t e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o
G o d  i n  r i g h t e o u s n e s s  a n d  h o l i n e s s
o f  t h e  r e a l i t y .



i n  I s r ae l  and  pro tec t ing  the

wes te rn  f l ank  o f  the  Roman

Empi re .

Herod  was  a  s t r ange  mix  o f  a

c leve r  and  e f f i c i en t  ru l e r  and

a  c rue l  t y r an t .  On  the  one

hand ,  he  was  d i s t ru s t fu l ,

j ea lous ,  and  bru ta l ,  ru th le s s l y

c ru sh ing  any  poten t i a l

oppos i t i on .  The  Jews  neve r

accepted  h im  as  the i r

l eg i t imate  k ing ,  and  th i s

in fu r i a ted  h im .  He  cons tan t l y

f ea red  consp i r acy .  He

executed  h i s  wi fe  when  he

suspec ted  she  was  p lo t t ing

aga in s t  h im .  Th ree  o f  h i s

sons ,  anothe r  wi fe ,  and  h i s

mothe r - i n - l aw  met  the  same

fa te  when  they  too  were

suspec ted  o f  consp i r acy .

Herod ,  t r y ing  to  be  a

leg i t imate  Jew ,  wou ld  not

ea t  pork ,  but  he  f r ee l y

murde red  h i s  sons !  Mat thew ’ s

account  o f  Herod ’ s  s l aughte r

o f  the  i n f an t s  i n  Beth lehem

f i t s  wel l  wi th  what  we  know

of  the  k ing ’ s  ambi t i on ,

pa rano ia ,  and  c rue l t y  (Mat t .

2 : 1 – 1 8 ) .

Herod  wasn ’ t  a l l  bad .  He

presen ted  h imse l f  as  the

p ro tec to r  o f  Juda i sm  and

sought  to  ga in  the  f a vo r  o f

the  Jews .  He  encou raged  the

deve lopment  o f  the

synagogue  commun i t i e s  and

in  t ime  o f  ca lami t y  r emi t ted

taxes  and  supp l i ed  the

peop le  wi th  f r ee  gra in .

WHO WAS HEROD

IN THE GOSPEL?
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Herod  “ the  Grea t ”  ru l ed  as

k ing  o f  the  Jews  unde r

Roman  autho r i t y  f o r  th i r t y -

th ree  yea r s ,  f r om  37 –4  BC .  I t

i s  th i s  Herod  who  appea r s  i n

the  account  o f  Je sus ’  b i r th

(Mat t .  2 : 1 – 1 9 ;  Luke  1 :5 ) .

F rom  the  s t a r t ,  Herod  proved

to  be  an  ex t rao rd ina r y

po l i t i ca l  su r v i vo r .  When  c i v i l

wa r  broke  out  i n  Rome

between  Mark  Antony  and

Octav i an ,  Herod  f i r s t  s ided

wi th  Antony  and  h i s  a l l y

C leopa t ra  V I I ,  queen  o f

Egypt .  Then ,  when  Octav i an

de fea ted  Antony  and

C leopa t ra  a t  Act ium  i n  3 1  BC ,

Herod  immed ia te l y  sw i t ched

s ides ,  conv inc ing  Octav i an  o f

h i s  l o ya l t y .  

Under  the  pat ronage  o f

Oc tav i an—now  Caesa r

Augus tus—Herod ’ s  pos i t i on  as

k ing  o f  the  Jews  was  secu re .

Fo r  h i s  Roman  so ld i e r  pa r t ,

Herod  wou ld  prove  to  be  a

loya l  sub jec t  to  h i s  Roman

ove r l o rds ,  main ta in ing  o rde r  
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He  was  a l so  a  grea t  bu i lde r ,  a

ro le  which  ea rned  h im  the

t i t l e  “ the  Grea t . ”  Hi s  grea te s t

p ro j ec t  was  the  r ebu i ld ing

and  beaut i f i ca t i on  o f  the

temple  i n  Je rusa l em ,

r e s to r ing  i t  to  even  grea te r

sp lendo r  than  i n  the  t ime  o f

So lomon .

Judea  prospe red  economica l l y

du r ing  Herod ’ s  r e ign .  He

ex tended  I s r ae l ’ s  t e r r i t o r y

th rough  conques t  and  bu i l t

f o r t i f i ca t i ons  to  de fend  the

Roman  f r on t i e r s .

Herod  was  a  commi t ted

He l l en i s t  and  an  admi re r  o f

Roman  cu l tu re .  He  bu i l t

G reek - s t y l e  thea te r s ,

amph i thea te r s ,  and

h ippodromes  (outdoo r

s tad iums  f o r  hor se  and

cha r i o t  r ac ing )  th roughout

the  l and .  Whi le  th i s  ea rned

h im  the  f a vo r  o f  many  upper -

c l a s s  Jews ,  i t  brought  d i sda in

f rom  the  more  conse r va t i ve

Pha r i see s  and  the  common

peop le .

The  Herod ians  ment ioned  i n

the  Gospe l s  (Mark  3 :6 ;  1 2 : 1 3 )

were  He l l en i s t i c  Jew i sh

suppor te r s  o f  the  Herod ian

dynas t y ,  who  f a vo red  the

s tab i l i t y  and  s t a tu s  quo

brought  by  Roman  autho r i t y .

Herod  d ied  i n  4  BC  (c f .  Mat t .

2 : 1 9 ) ,  probab l y  f r om  i n te s t ina l

cance r .

As  a  f i na l  ac t  o f  vengeance

aga in s t  h i s  contemptuous

sub jec t s ,  he  r ounded  up

lead ing  Jews  and  commanded

tha t  a t  h i s  dea th  they  shou ld

be  execu ted .  Hi s  r ea son ing

was  tha t  i f  the re  was  no

mourn ing  f o r  h i s  dea th ,  a t

l ea s t  the re  wou ld  be

mourn ing  a t  h i s  dea th !  (At

Herod ’ s  dea th ,  the  o rde r  was

ove r ru l ed  and  the  pr i sone r s

we re  r e l ea sed . )
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We are pressed on every side; unable to find a way out;
Persecuted and cast down;

Every suffering in our natural man is another opportunity
For our inner man to develop and be renewed.

 
So we do not lose heart though our outer man is decaying;

We do not lose heart for our inner man is being renewed day by
day;

And we do not regard the temporary things which are seen
But the things which are not seen which are eternal.

2
Nourish me, Lord, in my sufferings with a fresh supply;

Renew me day by day with resurrection life.
Every suffering in my natural man is another opportunity

For Your life and resurrection to be released.
 

Bridge:
  We are pressed on every side; (but not constricted)

  Unable to find a way out; (still with a way out)
  Persecuted (but not abandoned)

  And cast down (but not destroyed)
  For our momentary lightness of affliction works out for us
  More and more surpassingly an eternal weight of glory.

 
Ending:

  But the things which are not seen—which are eternal,
    Which are eternal,
    Which are eternal.

 

  A  H Y M N  A  D A Y  K E E P S

Y O U  H U M M I N G  A L L  T H E

W A Y
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WE DO NOT LOSE HEART

https://soundcloud.com/melodyoflilies/we-do-not-lose-heart?
utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing



MONDAY :  MATTHEW  1 1

TUESDAY :  MATTHEW  1 2

WEDNESDAY :  MATTHEW  1 3

THURSDAY :  MATTHEW  1 4

FR IDAY :  MATTHEW  1 5

B I B L E  C H A L L E N G E

G O A L :  T O  R E A D  T H E  E N T I R E  N E W  T E S T A M E N T  I N  O N E  Y E A R

 

5  C H A P T E R S  A  W E E K
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https://text.recoveryversion.bible/40_Matthew_11.htm#Mat11

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/40_Matthew_12.htm#Mat12

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/40_Matthew_14.htm#Mat14

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/40_Matthew_13.htm#Mat13

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/40_Matthew_15.htm#Mat15


