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P E T E R ' S

Matthew 26:31 and 33-35
31 Then Jesus said to them,
You will all be stumbled
because of Me this night,
for it is written, ''I will
smite the Shepherd, and
the sheep of the flock will
be scattered.''
33 Then Peter answered and
said to Him, If all will be
stumbled because of You, I
will never be stumbled.
34 Jesus said to him, Truly I
say to you that in this
night, before a rooster
crows, you will deny Me
three times.
35 Peter said to Him, Even
if I must die with You, I will
by no means deny You. And
all the disciples said
likewise.
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It is important for us to see the
significance of Peter’s denial. In
chapter twenty-six the Lord
Jesus and Peter stand in
absolute contrast to each other.
When we look at the Lord Jesus,
we see complete success, but
when we look at Peter, we see
total defeat. For the
establishment of the kingdom,
Christ’s victory is necessary. He

D E N I A L

had to be victorious in every
respect. At the same time, we
must come to realize that we,
as fallen human beings, are not
able to be the kingdom people.
As far as our natural life is
concerned, we are all Peter. For
the kingdom of the heavens to
be established, there was the
need of a man like Jesus.
Throughout chapter twenty-six,
the Lord Jesus stood in the
position of a man, not in the
position of the Son of God. In
order for the kingdom of the
heavens to be established, He
stood as a man, a successful
man, a victorious man, as a man
that could withstand any
hardship, defeat, opposition,
and attack.
As we consider this picture of
the Lord Jesus, we should
receive the clear impression
that in our human life it is
impossible for us to be the
kingdom people. The twelve
disciples had been under the
Lord’s teaching and training for
three and a half years. During
this period of time, they were
with the Lord constantly. Peter,
a fisherman, was called in
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chapter four, and he began
from that time onward to follow
the Lord Jesus. Peter heard the
decree of the constitution of
the kingdom of the heavens,
and he heard all the mysteries
concerning the kingdom. He
was trained concerning Christ’s
being the Son of God,
concerning the building up of
the church, and concerning the
pathway of the cross. He was
dealt with on the Mount of
Transfiguration and corrected
regarding the paying of the poll
tax. Time and time again, Peter
was adjusted. It is difficult to
believe that such a qualified
and trained person could take
the lead in denying the Lord. If
Peter could not succeed in
following the Lord, then who
can?
Not even Peter himself believed
that he would do this. Peter
was confident that he would
follow the Lord to the
uttermost. But, as this picture
makes clear, all he could do
was to deny the Lord to the
uttermost. This proves that no
human being can succeed in
living the kingdom life. Perhaps
after reading these messages,
you have been stirred up for the
kingdom and desire to be
today’s kingdom people. But we
must realize that none of us
can make it. Therefore, we need
to humble ourselves, bow down,
and say, “Lord, I simply can’t
make it. I am a Peter. If Peter
could not make it, then who am
I to think that I can make it?
Lord, I can’t do it.

Life-study of Matthew message
69
Discussion Questions:
1. What is Peter’s denial?
2. Why are we like Peter and
what can we do?

4

L E A D
O T H E R S
L O R D O
O N

J

John 1:41-45 He first found his own
brother Simon and said to him, We
have found the Messiah (which
translated means Christ). (42) He
led him to Jesus... (43) The next
day He wanted to go forth into
Galilee, and He found Philip. And
Jesus said to him, Follow Me. (45)
Philip found Nathanael and said to
him, We have found Him of whom
Moses in the law, and the
prophets, wrote, Jesus, the son of
Joseph, from Nazareth.

The moment Andrew believed in
the Lord, he led his brother
Peter to the Lord. Although
Peter later became more gifted
than Andrew, Andrew was the
one who led Peter to the Lord.
Philip and Nathanael were
friends; Philip first believed in
the Lord and later led his friend
to receive the Lord. Andrew led
his brother to the Lord, and
Philip sought out his friend.
Both are examples of leading
men to the Lord one on one.
About a hundred years ago,
there was a believer named
Harvey Page. Although he did
not have any special gift and did
not know how to lead many

I N G
T O T H E
N E B Y
E

people to the Lord, the Lord was
gracious to him and opened his
eyes to realize that he could lead
at least one person to the Lord.
He could not do many great
works, but he could concentrate
on one person. He could only say,
"I am saved. You also need to be
saved." Once he laid hold of one,
he would not let go. He would
pray and talk to his friend until
he was saved. Through this
practice he solidly gained more
than one hundred persons for the
Lord by the time he died. (c)
Living Stream Ministry.
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WHO WERE THE
PHARISEES IN THE
BIBLE?

The Pharisees in the Bible
were members of a religious
group or party that
frequently clashed with Jesus
Christ over his interpretation
of the Law.
The Pharisees formed the
largest and most influential
religious-political party in
New Testament times. They
are consistently depicted in
the Gospels as antagonists or
opponents of Jesus Christ
and the early Christians.
The name "Pharisee" means
"separated one." The
Pharisees separated
themselves from society to
study and teach the law, but
they also separated
themselves from the common
people because they
considered them religiously
unclean.
The Pharisees probably got
their start under the
Maccabees, about BC 160,
emerging as a scholarly class
dedicated to the teaching of

both the written and oral
Law and stressing the
internal side of Judaism.
The historian Flavius
Josephus numbered them at
about 6,000 in Israel at their
peak. He described the
Pharisees as maintaining a
simple lifestyle, affectionate
and harmonious in their
dealings with others,
respectful of elders, and
influential throughout Israel.
Middle-class businessmen
and trades workers, the
Pharisees started and
controlled the synagogues,
those Jewish meeting places
that served for both local
worship and education. They
also put great importance on
oral tradition, making it
equal to the laws written in
the Old Testament.
The Pharisees were extremely
accurate and detail-oriented
in all matters pertaining to
the law of Moses (Matthew
9:14; 23:15; Luke 11:39; 18:12).
While they were sound in
their professions and creeds,
their system of religion was
more about outward form
than genuine faith.
Among the Pharisees' beliefs
were life after death, the
resurrection of the body, the
importance of keeping
rituals, and the need to
convert Gentiles.
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Because they taught that the
way to God was by obeying
the law, the Pharisees
gradually changed Judaism
from a religion of sacrifice to
one of keeping the
commandments (legalism).
Animal sacrifices still
continued in the Jerusalem
temple until it was destroyed
by the Romans in 70 A.D., but
Pharisees promoted works
over sacrifice.
In the New Testament, the
Pharisees constantly appear
to be threatened by Jesus.
The Gospels often portray
them as arrogant, although
they were generally respected
by the masses because of
their piety. Nevertheless,
Jesus saw through the
Pharisees. He scolded them
for the unreasonable burden
they placed on the common
people. The Pharisees could
not bear the truth of Christ’s
teachings, and they sought to
destroy his influence among
the people.
Mentions of Pharisees occur
in the four Gospels as well as
the book of Acts. Three
famous Pharisees mentioned
by name in the New
Testament were the
Sanhedrin member
Nicodemus, the rabbi
Gamaliel, and the apostle
Paul.
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A H Y M N A D A Y K E E P S
Y O U H U M M I N G A L L T H E
W A Y
DO YOU LOVE ME?
1
After breakfast on the seashore,
Jesus set about to restore
Peter’s love, that he would henceforth
Not trust himself,
He committed some big failures,
Three times denying the Savior,
Then leading others to waiver,
Yet Jesus said...

3
In these days the Lord is hindered
Because of a lack of shepherds
Who dispense the milk of the Word
To the lost sheep,
He needs man’s cooperation,
To let Him shepherd from within,
Will you be one who is open
And say to Him...

CHORUS
Do you love me? Feed my lambs,
Do you love me? Shepherd my sheep,
Do you love me?
Then give My sheep something to eat.

CHORUS 2
Lord, I love You! I’ll feed Your lambs,
Lord I love You! I’ll shepherd Your sheep,
Lord I love You!
I’ll give Your sheep something to eat.

2
We, like Peter, all have stumbled,
Such defeats make our strength crumble,
Our once proud hearts become humble,
We are so low,
In these moments the Lord comes in,
Seeking our love and affection,
As we listen, we can hear Him
Saying to us...

https://soundcloud.com/savannahwilliamson/do-you-love-me-with-priscilla?
utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing
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B I B L E

C H A L L E N G E

GOAL: TO READ THE ENTIRE NEW TESTAMENT IN ONE YEAR
5 CHAPTERS A WEEK

MONDAY: MATTHEW 26

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/40_Matthew_26.htm#Mat26
TUESDAY: MATTHEW 27

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/40_Matthew_27.htm#Mat27
WEDNESDAY: MATTHEW 28

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/40_Matthew_28.htm#Mat28
THURSDAY: MARK 1

https://online.recoveryversion.bible/txo/41_Mark1.htm
FRIDAY: MARK 2

https://online.recoveryversion.bible/txo/41_Mark2.htm#Mar2
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