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Luke 10:33 But a certain
Samaritan, who was
journeying, came upon him;
and when he saw him, he
was moved with
compassion

Many today apply this passage
incorrectly. They think that the
Lord Jesus wants us to love our
neighbor as ourself. Whether it
is the Bible schools, the Sunday
schools, or the Sunday pulpits,
they all tell people that one has
to be a good samaritan. You
have to love your neighbors, to
show mercy to them, and to
help them. To them, who is the
neighbor? It is the one who was
wounded by the robbers. And
who are we? We are the good
samaritan. But this is exactly
the opposite of what the Lord
Jesus was saying. What the Lord
meant was that we are the ones
wounded by the robbers. Who
then is our neighbor? Our
neighbor is the good samaritan.
We think that we are the good
samaritan. We can move. We
can walk. When we see those
bound by sin, we are able to
help them. But the Lord Jesus
said that we are not the good
samaritan. Rather, we need the

N E I G H B O R ?

good samaritan. We are the
man wounded by robbers on
the journey. We are those who
are waiting to die. We do not
have any good works. Who is
our neighbor? He is the good
samaritan. What is it to love our
neighbor as ourselves? It does
not say that we have to love
others as ourselves. It means
that we have to love the Savior
as ourselves. It does not mean
that we must first love others
before we can inherit eternal
life. Rather, it means that if we
love the Savior, the Samaritan,
we will surely have eternal life.
The Lord Jesus said, "Go, and
you do likewise." This word
confuses many people. They
think that the Lord is telling us
to help others. But what this
word means is that your
neighbor is the good samaritan.
Therefore you should accept
Him as your Savior. Since your
neighbor is the good samaritan,
you must be the one wounded
by the robbers. This shows us
that while we were lying there,
He came and saved us. Never
say that we can do anything
ourselves. Never say that we
have the way. He is showing us
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that we have to let Him do
everything. We have to let Him
pour the oil and the wine on
our wounds. We have to let Him
bind up our wounds. We have to
let Him put us up on the beast
and bring us to the inn. We
have to let Him do the work of
taking care of us. We have to be
like the one wounded. We do
not have to be like the
Samaritan. Man's greatest
failure is to think that he
should do something. Man
always wants to be his own
savior. He always wants to save
others. But God has not
appointed us to be the savior.
God says that we are the ones
to be saved.
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T H E W A R N I N G
C O N C E R N I N G
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Luke 12:1 At that time, when a
crowd of many thousands were
gathered together so that they
trampled on one another, He began
to say to His disciples first, Beware
of the leaven of the Pharisees,
which is hypocrisy

In 12:1 the Lord gave a warning
concerning religious hypocrisy"At
that time, when a crowd of many
thousands were gathered
together so that they trampled
on one another, He began to say
to His disciples first, Beware of
the leaven of the Pharisees,
which is hypocrisy." In particular,
the Lord tells us to beware of the
hypocrisy of the Jewish religion,
for He speaks of "the leaven of
the Pharisees, which is
hypocrisy." Actually, all religions
lead to hypocrisy. Nowhere is
hypocrisy more prevailing than in
religion. Religion is a field, a
realm, for hypocrisy to prevail.
Consider the hypocrisy in the
Jewish religion when the Lord
Jesus was on earth. What
hypocrisy there was among the
Pharisees, scribes, and lawyers! In
Matthew 23 the Lord pronounced

woes upon them for their
hypocrisy. Here in 12:1 the Lord
exposes the hypocrisy of the
Jewish religion. In 12:1 we see that
the religious hypocrisy of the
Pharisees was equal to leaven. In
the New Testament leaven
signifies the element of
corruption. Here the Lord warns
us to beware of the leaven of the
Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. The
Pharisees were false and
practiced falsehood to the
uttermost. Their falsehood
became a hypocrisy that was the
leaven, the element of corruption,
in the Jewish religion. All of the
Lord's disciples were Jews. Since
they all came out of a Jewish
source, they had a deep
appreciation of the Jewish
religion and a high regard for the
Pharisees. They thought that the
Pharisees were those with a high
morality. But as the Man-Savior
was approaching Jerusalem, the
center of hypocritical religion, He
began to expose the hypocrisy of
that religion to His followers.
Therefore, He said to the
disciples, "Beware of the leaven of
the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy."
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In 12:2-12 the Lord went on to
tell His disciples that the
hypocrisy of religion would
eventually lead to the
persecution of His sincere and
honest followers. Religious
hypocrisy always becomes a
source of persecution to the
genuine followers of Jesus. As
those who would be in the New
Testament jubilee today, we
need to beware of the hypocrisy
in religion, for this hypocrisy
will become a source of
persecution. As the genuine
followers of the Lord are
enjoying the jubilee, they will
be opposed by the hypocritical
ones in the hypocritical
religion. This opposition will
develop into persecution, a
persecution of the genuine
followers of the Lord Jesus who
are experiencing the New
Testament jubilee.
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DID JESUS BREAK
THE SABBATH LAW?

Whenever Jesus publicly
healed someone on the
Sabbath, the Pharisees
accused Him of breaking the
Sabbath law (Matthew 12:10;
Mark 3:2, John 5:14; 9:14–16).
Jesus’ response was that He
was working just as His
Father was working, an
answer that did not appease
the religious leaders: “For
this reason they tried all the
more to kill him; not only
was he breaking the Sabbath,
but he was even calling God
his own Father, making
himself equal with God”
(John 5:18). Breaking the
Sabbath would have been a
sin, so we must ask the
question: did Jesus actually
break the Sabbath law?
The short answer is “no,” but
here is some background:
God instituted the Sabbath
for the Israelites when He
gave Moses the Ten
Commandments (Exodus
20:8–11). On the seventh day
of the week, the Israelites
were to rest, remembering

that God created the
universe in six days and then
“rested” on the seventh day
(Genesis 2:1–3). The Sabbath
was given for the benefit of
the people (Mark 2:27) and as
a sign of the Mosaic
Covenant (Exodus 31:13). Over
time, however, perspectives
on the Sabbath changed. By
Jesus’ time, the religious
leaders had added
burdensome rules and
traditions for keeping the
Sabbath and had elevated
their own rules to the level of
God’s instructions. It was so
bad that, when Jesus’
disciples picked and ate
some heads of grain as they
walked through a field, the
Pharisees accused them of
breaking the Sabbath
because they were
supposedly “harvesting” and
“threshing” (Luke 6:1–2).
Jesus did not break the
Sabbath, as outlined by God
under the Old Covenant. As
He publicly stated, “Do not
think that I have come to
abolish the Law or the
Prophets; I have not come to
abolish them but to fulfill
them” (Matthew 5:17). The
Pharisees had so conflated
their own standard of
holiness with God’s that they
accused Jesus of breaking
the Sabbath law. They were
furious over Jesus’ actions,
yet it was only their Sabbath
law He did not keep. Jesus
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kept God’s law, and He had
done nothing to violate the
Sabbath.
Many Pharisees opposed
Jesus. He taught with
authority unlike the scribes
(Matthew 7:29). He called out
their hypocrisy, saying, “They
do not practice what they
preach” (Matthew 23:3). He
also equated Himself with
God (John 5:18). In the
incident involving the man
with the withered hand, the
Pharisees asked Jesus,
accusingly, if it was lawful to
heal on the Sabbath (Matthew
12:10). Jesus’ response was full
of logic: “If any of you has a
sheep and it falls into a pit on
the Sabbath, will you not take
hold of it and lift it out? How
much more valuable is a
person than a sheep!
Therefore it is lawful to do
good on the Sabbath”
(Matthew 12:11). Jesus applied
God’s principle of desiring
mercy not sacrifice (verse 7),
referring back to Hosea 6:6.
This infuriated the Pharisees,
and they plotted how they
might kill Him (Matthew
12:14). Yet Jesus came to do
the will of the Father (John
5:19) not to follow the manmade religious rules.
Jesus referred to Himself as
the Lord of the Sabbath
(Matthew 12:8; Mark 2:28; Luke
6:5). In doing so, Jesus
proclaimed that He is greater

than the law and has
authority even over the laws
that govern the Sabbath day.
Jesus is the One who made all
things (John 1:3; Colossians
1:16), and He instituted the
Sabbath day. He had the
authority to overrule the
Pharisees’ traditions and
regulations that they had
placed on the Sabbath. By
healing on the Sabbath, Jesus
showed God’s goodness,
revealed the Pharisees’
hardness of heart, and gave a
glimpse of the full healing
from sin that would soon be
made possible by His sacrifice
on the cross.
Jesus did not break the
Sabbath law, although He did
act against the Pharisaical
interpretation of the law. He
broke the Pharisees’ laws, and
they couldn’t stand it. Jesus
healed on the Sabbath to help
people, to glorify God, and to
remind people that “the
Sabbath was made for man,
not man for the Sabbath”
(Mark 2:27). Just as the
Sabbath was originally
instituted to give people rest
from their work and to turn
people to God, so Jesus came
to provide us rest from
attempting to achieve
salvation by our own labors.
His sacrifice on the cross
made a way for the law to be
fulfilled and for righteousness
and rest to come to all who
trust in His finished work.
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A H Y M N A D A Y K E E P S
Y O U H U M M I N G A L L T H E
W A Y
DOES ANYONE CARE?
1
I was going down
From Jerusalem to Jericho,
Towards that cursed town,
Exchanging peace for pain and sorrow.

3
A Samaritan
Comes upon me and observes my plight.
Moved with compassion
He treats my wounds, binding them just right.

Then the robbers came
Lord Jesus You found me!
Stripped me and beat me, left me half dead.
You poured oil and wine on my wounds, them to heal!
Stuck here, bruised and lame
You put me on Your beast!
Will this wretched road be my deathbed?
At last! Here is kindness and tenderness real.
Can somebody help me?
I’m hurting! I’m dying! Does anyone care?
I have an urgent need!
But sadly it seems that no one is aware.

4
Now I’m in the inn,
The church, with all those under Your care.
And now I begin
To find some others still in despair.

2
Wait, a priest I see!
Lord, bring in more wounded!
Descending like me. My case he’ll claim!
Those without the Spirit and the life divine.
He passes by me,
That they could be added,
Then comes a Levite and does the same. And at Your return, the same care You would find.

I thought they would help me!
They seemed to serve God and to honor His name.
Religion is empty!
It cannot heal me. All my wounds still remain.

https://soundcloud.com/joseph-huang-11/does-anyone-care?
utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing
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B I B L E

C H A L L E N G E

GOAL: TO READ THE ENTIRE NEW TESTAMENT IN ONE YEAR
5 CHAPTERS A WEEK

WEEK ONE (3/21-3/26)
MONDAY: LUKE 7

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/42_Luke_7.htm#Luk7
TUESDAY: LUKE 8

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/42_Luke_8.htm#Luk8
WEDNESDAY: LUKE 9

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/42_Luke_9.htm#Luk9
THURSDAY: LUKE 10

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/42_Luke_10.htm#Luk10
FRIDAY: LUKE 11

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/42_Luke_5.htm#Luk5
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B I B L E

C H A L L E N G E

GOAL: TO READ THE ENTIRE NEW TESTAMENT IN ONE YEAR
5 CHAPTERS A WEEK

WEEK TWO (3/28-4/2)
MONDAY: LUKE 12

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/42_Luke_12.htm#Luk12
TUESDAY: LUKE 13

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/42_Luke_13.htm#Luk13
WEDNESDAY: LUKE 14

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/42_Luke_14.htm#Luk14
THURSDAY: LUKE 15

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/42_Luke_15.htm#Luk15
FRIDAY: LUKE 16

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/42_Luke_16.htm#Luk16
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