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F I R S T
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N E E D

John 1:12-13 But as many as
received Him, to them He
gave the authority to
become children of God, to
those who believe into His
name, (13) Who were
begotten not of blood, nor
of the will of the flesh, nor
of the will of man, but of
God.

When Nicodemus came to the
Lord Jesus, the Lord took the
opportunity to reveal the true
need of mankind. In His
conversation with Nicodemus,
the Lord revealed that
regardless of how good we are,
we still need regeneration.
Regeneration is the first need
of man. Moral people, as well as
immoral people, need
regeneration. Many Christians
hold the mistaken concept that
people need regeneration
simply because they are fallen.
However, if man had never
fallen, he still would have
needed regeneration. Even if
Adam had not fallen, he still
would have needed
regeneration. That was why God
put him in front of the tree of
life. If Adam had partaken of
the tree of life, he would have

O F

M A N

been regenerated.
Since we are human beings, we all
have a human life. The problem is
not a matter of whether or not our
human life is good or bad.
Regardless of the kind of human
life we have, as long as we do not
have the divine life, we need to be
regenerated. To be regenerated
simply means to have the divine
life besides our human life. God’s
eternal purpose is that man be a
vessel to contain the divine life.
Our being with our human life is a
vessel to contain God as life. The
divine life is God’s goal. The divine
life is God Himself. God’s goal is
that we, as people with a human
life, receive the divine life into our
being as our real life. This is the
true meaning of regeneration.
Many Christians are not clear about
this fact, thinking that
regeneration is necessary simply
because we are fallen and sinful.
According to this concept, we need
to be regenerated because our life
is bad and cannot be improved.
This concept is wrong. I say once
again that even if Adam in the
garden of Eden had never fallen,
he still would have needed to be
regenerated, to be born again, that
he might have another life, the life
of God. Therefore, to be
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regenerated is to receive the
divine life, God Himself.
What is the meaning of
regeneration? Regeneration is
not any kind of outward
improvement or cultivation;
neither is it only a mere change
or conversion without life.
Regeneration is a rebirth which
brings in a new life. It is
absolutely a matter of life, not
a matter of doing. Regeneration
is simply to have life other than
the life we already have. We
have already received the
human life from our parents;
now we need to receive the
divine life from God. Hence,
regeneration means to have the
divine life of God in addition to
the human life which we
already possess. Therefore,
regeneration requires another
birth in order to possess
another life. To be regenerated,
to be born again, does not
mean to adjust or correct
ourselves. It means to have the
life of God, just as to be born of
our parents means to have the
life of our parents. To be
regenerated is to be born of
God (John 1:13), and to be born
of God is to have the life of
God, that is, the eternal life
(3:15-16). If we have the life of
God, we are the sons of God.
The life of God gives us the
right to become the sons of
God (John 1:12), because by this
life we have the divine nature
of God (2 Pet. 1:4) and have the
life-relationship with God, that
is, the sonship (Rom. 8:15; Gal.
4:5-6; “adoption” in Greek is

“sonship”).
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S I G H T F O R
B L I N D
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John 9:1-3, 7 and 40
1 And as He passed by, He saw a
man blind from birth.
2 And His disciples asked Him,
saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this
man or his parents, that he would
be born blind?
3 Jesus answered, Neither has
this man sinned nor his parents,
but he was born so, that the
works of God might be
manifested in him

Let us read 9:1-3. “And as He
passed by, He saw a man blind
from birth. And His disciples
asked Him, saying, Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents,
that he should be born blind?
Jesus answered, Neither has this
man sinned nor his parents, but
that the works of God might be
manifested in him.” The question
raised by the disciples was
according to their religious
knowledge. They thought that the
blindness must have been due to
the man's sin or the sin of his
parents. This question, like those
in 4:20-25 and 8:3-5, is a matter
of yes or no, which belongs to the
tree of knowledge resulting in

T H E

death (Gen. 2:17), but the Lord's
answer in 9:3 points them to
God, who is the tree of life
resulting in life (Gen. 2:9). We
have seen that the Lord in the
Gospel of John never answers
such questions with an answer
of yes or no, right or wrong. This
is because the Gospel of John is
a book of life, not a book of the
knowledge of good and evil.
Therefore, the Lord said that the
man's blindness was so that “the
works of God might be
manifested in him.”
Why is it that the Lord never
answers with a yes or a no?
Because yes-or-no answers are
from the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil. Good and evil
are just like yes and no. While
both yes and no belong to the
tree of the knowledge of good
and evil, in this gospel the Lord
comes to us as the tree of life.
The tree of life is God as our life.
Consequently, in this gospel the
Lord never answers people with
a yes or a no. He always refers
them to God. The Lord does not
refer to yes or no for an answer,
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but to God as the tree of life.
The Lord's answer in 9:3
brought His disciples directly to
God, that is, it brought them to
the tree of life. At this point,
the disciples were still very
religious, holding to their
religious concepts, which
belong to the tree of knowledge
of good and evil, but the Lord
was trying again and again to
turn them from the tree of
knowledge to the tree of life.
Those disciples were under the
Lord's training in this matter for
three and a half years. Even
after that time, one of the
disciples, Peter, had not
thoroughly been delivered from
the religious concepts, for in
Acts 10:9-16 we see that Peter
was still religious, still
influenced by the knowledge of
good and evil. Perhaps we
consider ourselves as free from
the tree of knowledge, but even
now we may still be mainly
under its influence.
When we were sinners, we lost
our sight and could not see
anything. Our blindness was
due to our sinful nature. In
chapter nine the man was born
blind, signifying that blindness
is in the nature of a person
when he is born. We sinners
were blind by nature because
we were born that way. Have
you ever realized that every
sinner was born blind?
Therefore, if we confess that we
are sinful, we must also admit
that we are blind.
Life-study of John message 21

Discussion Questions:
1. What is the real solution to
all our problems in the context
of the reading?
2. Why is choosing the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil
bad?
3. Can you think of an
experience where you chose the
tree of life over the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil?
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WHAT IS THE
PASSOVER?

Passover (Pesach in Hebrew)
is a Jewish festival
celebrating the exodus from
Egypt and the Israelites’
freedom from slavery to the
Egyptians. The Feast of
Passover, along with the
Feast of Unleavened Bread,
was the first of the festivals
to be commanded by God for
Israel to observe (see Exodus
12). Commemorations today
involve a special meal called
the Seder, featuring
unleavened bread and other
food items symbolic of
various aspects of the exodus.
Passover is one of the most
widely celebrated Jewish
holidays. Along with Shavuot
(the Feast of Weeks or
Pentecost) and Sukkot (the
Feast of Tabernacles),
Passover is one of the three
“pilgrimage” festivals in
Scripture, during which the
Jews were commanded to
travel to Jerusalem and
observe the feasts together.
Passover takes place in the
spring, during the Hebrew

month of Nisan. In Western
countries, Passover is
celebrated in early- to midApril and is always close to
Easter.
The book of Exodus tells of
the origin of Passover. God
promised to redeem His
people from the bondage of
Pharaoh (Exodus 6:6). God
sent Moses to the Egyptian
king with the command that
Pharaoh “let my people go”
(Exodus 8:1). When Pharaoh
refused, God brought ten
plagues on the land of Egypt.
The tenth and worst of the
plagues was the death of all
the firstborn in Egypt.
The night of the first
Passover was the night of the
tenth plague. On that fateful
night, God told the Israelites
to sacrifice a spotless lamb
and mark their doorposts and
lintels with its blood (Exodus
12:21–22). Then, when the
Lord passed through the
nation, He would “pass over”
the households that showed
the blood (verse 23). In a very
real way, the blood of the
lamb saved the Israelites
from death, as it kept the
destroyer from entering their
homes. The Israelites were
saved from the plague, and
their firstborn children
stayed alive. From then on,
every firstborn son of the
Israelites belonged to the
Lord and had to be redeemed
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with a sacrifice (Exodus 13:1–2,
12; cf. Luke 2:22–24).
The children of Israel in Egypt
followed God’s command and
kept the first Passover.
However, none of the
Egyptians did so. All through
Egypt, behind the unmarked,
bloodless doorways of the
Egyptians, the firstborn
children died at midnight
(Exodus 12:21–29). “There was
loud wailing in Egypt, for
there was not a house without
someone dead” (verse 30).
This dire judgment finally
changed the Egyptian king’s
heart, and he released the
Israelite slaves (verses 31–32).

(Matthew 5:17). Jesus is our
Passover (1 Corinthians 5:7;
Revelation 5:12). He was killed
at Passover time, and the Last
Supper was a Passover meal
(Luke 22:7–8). By (spiritually)
applying His blood to our
lives by faith, we trust Christ
to save us from death. The
Israelites who, in faith,
applied the blood of the
Paschal lamb to their homes
become a model for us. It was
not the Israelites’ ancestry or
good standing or amiable
nature that saved them; it
was only the blood of the
lamb that made them exempt
from death (see John 1:29 and
Revelation 5:9–10).

Along with the instruction to
apply the Passover lamb’s
blood to their doorposts and
lintels, God instituted a
commemorative meal: fireroasted lamb, bitter herbs,
and unleavened bread
(Exodus 12:8). The Lord told
the Israelites to “observe this
rite as a statute for you and
for your sons forever” (Exodus
12:24, ESV), even when in a
foreign land.
To this day, Jews all over the
world celebrate the Passover
in obedience to this
command. Passover and the
story of the exodus have great
significance for Christians
also, as Jesus Christ fulfilled
the Law, including the
symbolism of the Passover
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A H Y M N A D A Y K E E P S
Y O U H U M M I N G A L L T H E
W A Y
LORD NOW I SEE
1
Lord, now I see,
You only want me to believe;
Not to dwell
In all my failures and defeats;
To believe what You have done,
And not in what I see.
2
Lord I believe,
When all around me is defeat
And it seems that nothing’s changing outwardly.
No! I’m not discouraged,
I’m believing You.
3
Yes, I believe,
And there is no demand on me.
Simple faith, yes, that is all You want from me.
Freed from anxious doubting—
I’m free to just believe!
4
Believing You,
Because, Lord, You are my success!
When I fail, all I must do is just confess,
And go on enjoying You—
I love believing You!
https://soundcloud.com/hymnstream/lord-now-i-see-1?
utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing
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B I B L E

C H A L L E N G E

GOAL: TO READ THE ENTIRE NEW TESTAMENT IN ONE YEAR
5 CHAPTERS A WEEK

WEEK ONE (4/18-4/23)
MONDAY: JOHN 3

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_3.htm#Joh3

TUESDAY: JOHN 4

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_4.htm#Joh4
WEDNESDAY: JOHN 5

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_5.htm#Joh5
THURSDAY: JOHN 6

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_6.htm#Joh6
FRIDAY: JOHN 7

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_7.htm#Joh7
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B I B L E

C H A L L E N G E

GOAL: TO READ THE ENTIRE NEW TESTAMENT IN ONE YEAR
5 CHAPTERS A WEEK

WEEK TWO (4/25-4/30)
MONDAY: JOHN 8

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_8.htm#Joh8

TUESDAY: JOHN 9

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_9.htm#Joh9

WEDNESDAY: JOHN 10

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_10.htm#Joh10

THURSDAY: JOHN 11

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_11.htm#Joh11
FRIDAY: JOHN 12

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_12.htm#Joh12
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