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F O O T W A S H I N G
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Exo 3:5 And He said, Do not
come near here. Remove
your sandals from your
feet, for the place on which
you are standing is holy
ground.

In the Bible, foot-washing does
not just refer to humility or to
the washing away of our
ordinary sins. It mainly refers to
maintaining a fresh relationship
between us and the Lord. There
should be no barrier between
us and the Lord. We cannot
always practice the prayer of
Matthew 6, shutting ourselves
in our private room and praying
with our doors shut. We need to
go out and contact the things
and people of this world.
Therefore, it is inevitable that
we will defile our feet. Our feet
are defiled through our contact
with the world, and this
defilement becomes a barrier
between us and God. This is
why foot-washing is necessary.
Foot-washing has nothing to do
with our conscience. The
conscience is related to sin,
and when there is sin, there is
the need of the washing of the
blood. Foot-washing has to do
with our spiritual vitality; it is
for rekindling our spiritual
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vitality. Believers do not sin all the
time. Yet every believer has times
when he or she is spiritually
enervated. This is why we all need
foot- washing for the recovery of
our spiritual energy.
In order to wash our feet, we must
take off our shoes. In the Bible
removing the shoes signifies one's
contact with God's holiness. On
Mount Horeb, Moses wanted to see
the vision of the burning bush, but
God said to him, "Draw not nigh
hither: put off thy shoes from off
thy feet; for the place whereon
thou standest is holy ground" (Exo.
3:5). Why did God ask Moses to
take off his shoes? It was because
he could not touch God's holiness
directly unless he took off his
shoes. Hence, removing the shoes
signifies one's contact with God's
holiness.
There are two things that separate
us from God. The first is sin, which
is taken care of by the Lord's blood
in washing us of our sins. The
second are the things of this
world, which are taken care of by
the foot-washing. Today many
people do not know how precious
it is to have the Lord's presence all
the time. These people must have
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the blood-washing in their
conscience before they are
qualified to speak about the
foot-washing. My word tonight
is for those whose conscience
have been washed. Many times
our conscience has been
cleared, yet we still feel a
separation between us and God.
At such times there is the need
of foot-washing. Foot-washing
sustains an intimate fellowship
between us and the Lord. The
Lord loves us, and He loves us
to the uttermost. He gave
Himself and shed His precious
blood to redeem us from sin.
But this is not all. His great love
also constrains Him to wash our
feet so that there will be no
barrier between us and Him,
and we can continually draw
nigh to such a holy God and
enjoy His fellowship.
I have observed that many
brothers have similar
experiences. In the morning
they draw near to God and
enjoy a sweet fellowship with
Him. Heaven is so near to them
that they can almost touch it.
However, they lose this inner
taste by the time they go to
work, especially in the
afternoon. Even though they are
able to repeat the same
intimate words of fellowship
which they uttered in the
morning to the Lord, the taste
is gone. Those who have been
through this experience know
the pain that it brings. Those
who have never been through
this experience do not know
what we are talking about. If

one sins, there are ways to deal
with it. But if one falls into this
condition, it is very difficult to
deal with it. The defilement of
the feet is not a sin. The Lord
never said that our feet cannot
be defiled. He only said that
those who have bathed have no
need except to wash their feet,
but are wholly clean (John
13:10). For a Christian to sin is
abnormal, but for him to have
feet that are defiled is normal.
No one can avoid having his
feet defiled. The barrier that
comes from defiled feet is not a
matter of sin, but the result of
our normal contact with this
world. In order to remove such
a barrier, there is the need of
foot-washing.
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John 20:15-16 Jesus said to her,
Woman, why are you weeping?
Whom are you seeking? She,
supposing that He was the
gardener, said to Him, Sir, if You
have carried Him away, tell me
where You have laid Him, and I
will take Him away. (16) Jesus
said to her, Mary! She turned and
said to Him in Hebrew, Rabboni!
(which means Teacher).

Although the Lord’s resurrection
had been accomplished, the
discovery of it required the
seeking of His disciples. The
discovery of His resurrection was
made by the loving seekers of the
Lord Jesus. John chapter twenty
shows the kind of person who will
realize the Lord’s resurrection,
the kind of person to whom the
vision of His resurrection can be
disclosed. How can we have the
revelation of the Lord’s
resurrection? There is such a
wonderful and mysterious fact as
the Lord’s resurrection
accomplished in this universe.
But how can we know it? How can
it be revealed to us? How can we
have this vision? Only by loving
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the Lord and seeking Him.
If we want to see something
more of the Lord, we must have
more fellowship with Him.
Mary’s seeing the Lord was the
best morning watch. In this
morning watch, she met the
Lord and the Lord met her; she
prayed to the Lord and the Lord
spoke to her; she fellowshipped
with the Lord and the Lord gave
His word and His revelation to
her. As we shall see, the Lord
revealed to her that, from then
on, the disciples were His
brothers. He also told her that
He was going to the Father and
that the Father was not only His
Father and His God but also
their Father and their God. This
revelation was brought by Mary
to the brothers.
On that morning, Mary saw the
tomb, the two angels, and the
Lord. At first, she did not
recognize the Lord, but
eventually, after the Lord had
called her by name, she did
recognize Him. When did the

5

Lord come to Mary? Since the
tomb was empty, the Lord was
not there. Since He had not yet
ascended into heaven, He was
not there either. Therefore,
after He left the tomb and
before He went to heaven,
where was the Lord? I believe
that the Lord was near the
tomb but not in it. Although He
was near the tomb, Peter, John,
and Mary did not see Him at
first. Eventually, the Lord
revealed Himself to Mary, but
even before He did so, He was
already there. The Lord was
present the whole time, but
Mary did not know it. She
thought that He had been
taken away by someone. Even
when Peter and John were
there, I believe that the Lord
was also there. They simply did
not recognize Him, and the
Lord did not reveal Himself to
them. Do you realize that at
this very moment the Lord is
here, but we do not realize it
and it has not been revealed?
In this chapter it is quite
evident that there are three
kinds of disciples. The first kind
is represented by Mary, the
second by Peter and John, and
the third by the lazy ones. The
lazy disciples had no revelation
or discovery of the Lord’s
resurrection. Peter and John
had the discovery and the
revelation but not the
experience. Mary had the
discovery, the revelation, and
the experience. What is shown
in this record is also true of
Christians today. This record

reveals the accomplished fact
of Christ’s resurrection, but the
discovery of His resurrection
still requires our seeking, and
the experience of His
resurrection demands even
further seeking. In other words,
the revelation depends upon
our seeking, and the experience
depends upon our further
seeking. We must first seek the
Lord before we can discover His
resurrection, and we must seek
the Lord even more before we
can experience His resurrection.
Excerpted from Life-study of
John, Message 45
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WHAT IS THE
SIGNIFICANCE OF
BETHANY IN THE
BIBLE?

Bethany was a village in
Judea about two miles east of
Jerusalem (John 11:18), a
distance considered a
“Sabbath day’s journey” (Acts
1:12). Bethany was situated on
the well-traveled road to
Jericho. Some scholars think
Bethany was more like a
modern subdivision or a
neighborhood rather than an
entire town. The edges of
Bethany reached to the
Mount of Olives and also
bordered Bethphage, a
suburb of Jerusalem.
Bethany is probably best
known for being the
hometown of Jesus’ good
friends, Mary, Martha, and
Lazarus. Bethany was the
place where Jesus raised
Lazarus from the dead (John
11:1, 41–44), it was the home of
Simon the leper (Mark 14:3–
10), and it was the place
where Mary anointed Jesus’
feet with perfume (Matthew
26:6–13). Other references to
Bethany are Mark 11:1 and
Luke 19:29, which describe

the preparations for Jesus’
triumphal entry into
Jerusalem, the cursing of the
fig tree in Mark 11:11–13, and
the place where Jesus stayed
overnight during His final
week of earthly ministry,
between His triumphal entry
and His crucifixion (Matthew
21:17).
The name Bethany is
translated by some to mean
“house of figs,” as there are
many fig trees and palms in
the area; others translate it
as “house of misery,”
speculating that Bethany was
a designated place for the
sick and those with
contagious diseases.
Bethany is also significant as
the place near which Christ
ascended back into heaven
(Luke 24:50). Forty days after
His resurrection, Jesus
gathered His eleven disciples
to give them final
instructions before He left
the earth (Luke 24:50–51). He
took them to the Mount of
Olives, in “the vicinity of
Bethany” (verse 50), where He
blessed them and
commissioned them. The
Lord was then lifted up into
the clouds (Acts 1:9). As the
disciples stood staring
upwards, two angels
appeared to them and said,
“Men of Galilee, why do you
stand here looking into the
sky? This same Jesus, who
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has been taken from you into
heaven, will come back in the
same way you have seen him
go into heaven” (Acts 1:11).
Bethany has an exciting
future prophesied. Zechariah
14:4 says, “On that day his feet
shall stand on the Mount of
Olives that lies before
Jerusalem on the east.” When
Jesus returns to set up His
kingdom, it will be to the very
place He left: the Mount of
Olives near Bethany. Though
the ancient town of Bethany
may have been small and
seemingly insignificant, it will
be the scene of a worldchanging event: the glorious
return of Jesus Christ as King
of Kings and Lord of Lords
(Revelation 19:11–16).
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A H Y M N A D A Y K E E P S
Y O U H U M M I N G A L L T H E
W A Y
I DO NOT KNOW WHERE THEY HAVE LAID HIM
1
I do not know where they have laid Him.
The stone is taken away from the tomb.
Oh! They have taken Him away!
Oh! Where is He?

Where is He my Jesus?
Where is He my Beloved?
Tell me where you have laid Him
And I’ll carry Him away, I’ll carry Him away.

2
Disciples came and saw the empty tomb
But went away so soon to their own homes.
They’re satisfied with just the facts.
But where’s my Lord?

5
And then I heard a voice say, “Mary.”
That sweetest voice that penetrated me.
It is the voice of my Beloved,
Jesus, my Love.

Where is He, my Jesus?
Where is He, my Beloved?
Where is He Whom my soul doth love?
Jesus, my Love, I just want You.

I have found my Jesus!
I have found my Beloved!
I have found Whom my soul doth love,
Jesus, my love, I just love You!

3
My heart is broken from my deepest need.
Don’t ask me, angels, why I’m weeping.
Nothing but Jesus fills my inner being.
Oh! Where’s my Love?

6
But Jesus told me not to touch Him yet.
He must ascend first to the Father
And to My Father and your Father
To My God and your God.

4
Someone is standing right behind me.
It’s just the gardener I can barely see.
Sir, if you carried Him away...
Oh! Where is He?

Go and tell My brothers,
I ascend to the Father
To My Father and your Father,
And My God and your God, go tell My brothers.

https://soundcloud.com/lydtheliuser/i-do-not-know-where-they-have-laid-him?
utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing
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B I B L E

C H A L L E N G E

GOAL: TO READ THE ENTIRE NEW TESTAMENT IN ONE YEAR
5 CHAPTERS A WEEK

WEEK ONE (5/2-5/7)
MONDAY: JOHN 13

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_13.htm#Joh13

TUESDAY: JOHN 14

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_14.htm#Joh14
WEDNESDAY: JOHN 15

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_15.htm#Joh15
THURSDAY: JOHN 16

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_16.htm#Joh16
FRIDAY: JOHN 17

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_17.htm#Joh17
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B I B L E

C H A L L E N G E

GOAL: TO READ THE ENTIRE NEW TESTAMENT IN ONE YEAR
5 CHAPTERS A WEEK

WEEK TWO (5/9-5/14)
MONDAY: JOHN 18

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_18.htm#Joh18

TUESDAY: JOHN 19

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_19.htm#Joh19

WEDNESDAY: JOHN 20

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_20.htm#Joh20

THURSDAY: JOHN 21

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_21.htm#Joh21
FRIDAY: ACTS 1

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/44_Acts_1.htm
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